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EVENING GAZETTE, Stillwater, MN - Oct. 3, 1991 


UFO event is topic of UW-River Falls speech 


A refe«c)ier win present new in- 
fonnatioa at a pobiic apeech Ihey 
contend prow '% govenunent cov¬ 
er-up of the nation's most cele- 
bral^ UPO eveoL 

Donald R. Schmitt, co-author of 
the recently published book. “UFO 
Clash at Roswell,’* wiU apeak at 
UW-River FaHs on OcL 17. The 
pr ram t s sioe wUl be given at 7 pjn. 
in the Nofth HaU Auditorium. There 
will be an ateiaaioo fee of $S for 
adidls and $3 for smdents. Tickets 
are available in River Fails at 
Dick's IGA and Mote 4. 

Schmitt is dnector of special in- 
vestigatians (or the J. AUen Hynek 
Center for UFO Studies (CUPOS) 
in CMeago. Prior to his death three 
years ago, Hynek had established an 


miernalional rqxuatiao as an inves¬ 
tigator of UPO iqwtts. A professor 
of astronomy at Northwestern Uni- 
vo^, Hyn^ was a member of the 
initial "Fioject Blue Book” team 
that investigated UPO reports for 
the Air Force. Hynek's investigative 
findings on UPOs served as the ba¬ 
sis for the movie, “Close Encoun- 
len of the Third Kind.” 

Schmitt has been affiliated with 
the Hynek Center since 1979, and 
was previonsly a field investigalor 
for the Aerial Phenomena Research 
Organization. He has written nu¬ 
merous articles on UPOs, and has 
been widely interviewed on the sub¬ 
ject, including on NBC and ABC 
News, by the AP ani UPI, Paul 
Harvey News, the Wall Street Joar- 


mtl and Otmi Magazine. He co¬ 
hosted the television program 
"Greetings from the Uidmown” 
with actress Sally Kelleiman. 

In his preaentation at UW-RF, 
Schmitt will preaent a detailed ac¬ 
count of the leponed crash of a 
UFO in 1947 near Roswell, N.M. 
The speech win include excerpts 
bom an upcoming two-hour Cable 
News l^work documentary, 
“UPO Secret, the RosweU Crash,” 
baaed on the book Schmitt co-au¬ 
thored with Kevin D. Randle, a for¬ 
mer U.S. Air Force imeUigeoce of- 
fiixr: 

According lo the Hynek Center, 
Schmitt’s RosweU Crash research 
draws on the testimony of ISO 
first-hand witnesses and "reveals 


conclusive proof of the epochal na¬ 
ture of the crashed object, its recov¬ 
ery and the subsequent government 
cover-up of the facts that exists to 
this day.” 

As events of the RosweU crash 
unfolded in 1947, an Air Fdrce 
commander initially said it involved 
a "flying disc” and then later re¬ 
canted, saying that further examina¬ 
tion determiiKd the object was a 
weather balloon. According to the 
center, although the event was for¬ 
gotten by (he public and the media, 
the notary look “extreme 
measures” to prevent disclosure of 
information. 

"These measures, orchestrated 
from Washington, D.C., include 
past and current threats against wit¬ 


nesses; iUegal withholding of docu¬ 
ments; alletatioo ef personnel rec¬ 
ords; actions taken a^unst the press 
to prevent the disclosure of the 
crash, and the recovery operadcns,” 
according lo the center. 

The center is a non-profit crgw- 
zation dedicated u> the continuing 
examination and analysis of the 
UFO phenomenon. It acts as a clear¬ 
inghouse for the two-way exchange 
of information on UFO reports and 
research. Its members are comprised 
of an international group of scien¬ 
tists, academics, investigators mti 
volunteers. 

For mote informatioo on thepn- 
sentation, coMact the UW-RF de¬ 
partment of Cotttinuing F du r a tin n 
Extension at 71S^2S-32S6. 


i ‘Flap* UFO-sighting 

— By Panibie Balru 

. ntDftBjNcv* 

^ VANCOUVER — The calls have come pouring in 
to local UFO researchers Mike and Bre^a DMbs 
after a Sept. 23 OaUy News article about tbelr 
S work. 

Since the story appeared, Mike Dobba said, the 
’ couple has received U calls, IS of which were 
(U reports of recent sightings. Many describe 
unidentified flying objects In the SUver Lake and 
w Castle Rock areas, he aaid. 

3 "Probably only one in 10 people who sees a UFO 
, reports it. so if we are getting thla many calls ttere 
M must be a Ibt of people who have seen things,” 
g Dobbs said. 

z Having such a large number of sightings in one 
>. area is known as a “flap.” and fr^uently when 
this happens caUers offer varying descriptions of 
< the UFO. he said. 

"We've had reports of bright orange lights, blue 
lights and white lights,” he said. "Usually it’s one 
Ught, but sometimes it will be maybe two, like a 
pair of headlights.” 


Story prompts fluny of f 

As State section directors for the Mutual UFO 
Network, an international organisation for the 
scientiOe study of UFOs. Dobbs and his wife in¬ 
vestigate sightings in their spare time. 

Although some of the objects can be identified as 
aircraft, planets or stars, Dobbs said that most of 
the recent sightings are hard to explain because 
the UFO will stop and hover. 

"They tend to be very low, lower than what you 
would find with private planes, and silent,” he 
said. “When something is hovering and It’s silent 
and you know it’s tnlrljr low, that’s not a deacrip- 
tion of something like a helicopter.” 

He said that callers have spotted UFOs on Sept. 
12. between Sept. 15 and 20, and then on Sept. 22 
and 23. 

“One person reported being woken up by a bright 
light that flashed outside their house and It caused 
their power to become interrupted,” Dobbs said. 
"They didn’t see an object but they live quite a way 
out a^ there was no thunderstorm or anything like 
that” 

Another report came from a woman and her 8- 
year-old grandson who live in the Camas- 
Washougal area. 


/ing- object reports 

They recounted seeing w huge flying disc In the 
sky Saturday night. WHte lights surrounded the 
perimeter, and the object was flying only about a 
quarter-mile ofi the ground, Dobbs said. 

Although he said it seemed a bit odd that the 
local police department had no other reports of the 
object, “Sometimes we have had very, very good, 
well-documented cases in residential areas and 
you would expect a lot of people to have seen them 
and they don’t. There’s a theory that the UFOs are 
selective in who can see them.” 

He quickly added, however, that that is simply 
one possibility, and he isn’t sure he subscribes to 
that explanation. 

Although the calls about recent sightings have 
slowed somewhat this last week, Dobbs said, be 
and bis wife are still getting about one report a 
day. 

“We have been talking with school teachers, 
we’ve been talking with children. A lot of these are 
very credible, educated people. . . . Most people 
who report UFOs don’t seem to be the nutty type.” 

Anyone who wishes to report a sighting, may call 
the Etobbses at 1-892-0282. 


ISLANDER. Pensacola. FL - Nov. 22. 1991 CR: E. Halters 


Journalist From 

B> (iary Watson 

On an assignment from Ger¬ 
many, Richard Pleuger and 
Thomas Muller-Siemens arriv¬ 
ed in Gulf Breeze lo write a 
report on the local, interna¬ 
tionally known, UFO sightings. 
Thomas said, “Based on the 
sales of the best selling book, 
“The Gulf Breeze Sightings,” 
German interest in the Pen¬ 
sacola/Gulf Breeze phenomena 
is at a record high, so we are 
here to see if it is real.” 

Richard said, “We were very 
surprised. Finding UFO wit¬ 
nesses in Gulf Breeze is very 
easy. I simply asked the people 
I met if they had seen anything. 
Almost everybody I talked to 
had seen the UFO or knew 
somebody who had." Richard 
went on to say that he “was 
very interested in the hoax con¬ 
troversy that was brougt on by 
the discovery of a UFO model. 
But I was forced to dismiss the 
hoax claims when I learned that 
the model itself was the hoax. 


Germany Witness 

H was made by a prankster In 
1989, about two years after Ed 
Walters took his first UFO 
photographs. Somebody went 
lo a lot of trouble lo try and 
discredit the Gulf Breeze UFO 
sightings and in a way that 
cover-up effort is confirmation 
that something big is going on 
in Gulf Breeze.” 

Thomas said, “as a jour¬ 
nalist, I learned to be skeptical, 
but when I met dozens of peo¬ 
ple on a “sky watch” on 
November 13, 1991, 1 didn’t 
know what to think. They were 
wailing at the south end of the 
Bay Bridge, waiting to see the 
UFO! A MUFON investigator 
told me that they had docu¬ 
mented over a hundred sight¬ 
ings from that location in the 
last twelve months, I was 
shocked. These people were 
serious. They had cameras with 
infra-red film, video cameras, 
and a parabolic microphone. 
They expected the UFO to 
show up! But on that night 


UFO Sighting 

there was no UFO sighting and 
I began lo regain my sense of 
reality until the next night, 
November 14, 1991 when we 
met with the MUFON in¬ 
vestigators again. This time we 
went with them to South 
Shoreline Park and to my ab¬ 
solute amazement, we saw the 
UFO! 

Like all of the people who 
saw the UFO with us, I am not 
saying that what we saw is 
something from Mars with lit¬ 
tle green men, but I do know 
that it was not something nor¬ 
mal. It was not an airplane, 
helicopter, weather balloon or 
flare. It was suddenly just 
there, hovering motionless in 
the sky for several minutes 
before vanishing into thin air.” 

Richard and Thomas work 
for the largest newspaper in 
Germany and expect to return 
lo Gulf Breeze for a follow-up 
story. 


H UFO News: 

^ Latest in local sightings 


^ By Joe Barron 
u lOs gettirv^ to be an almost 
rngfidy thing. A brilliant light 
ON was spotted over the Town 
2 Point of Gulf Breeze on Satur¬ 
day night. September 28 and 
29. The red light was. at first, 

. about the size of the Ught on the 
2 water Lower. It slowly got 
O larger, turned a little to white 

1 and then back to red as it got 
,j larger. The time was 7:58 to 
^ 8:01 p.m. A crowd of approx- 

* imately 50 to 70 people were 
N there. Many were MUFON in- 
Si vestigators. The light appeared 
0 to be about 45 degrees on the 
liorizon - westerly, and sta- 
Lionary. Before going out. a 
O strean) of light descended in a 
» downward motion at about 150 
^ degrees below the light with a 

2 “bair* appearing below the 
H stream. 

S The September 29 sighting 
^ was also witnessed by a large 
crowd at the South end of the 
Pensacola/Gulf Breeze bridge. 
The light behaVed in much the 
same manner as the night 
before. The time was 7:57 Lo 
8:02 p.m. and appeared lo bo 
brilliaiH red* As K appejwud lo 


approJcVi the cww6. from a 
wester iy direct Ion he same as 
the nigW. beh>r^, it seemed to 
get larger* At cne point it stop¬ 
ped, hoveied, and then turned 
por^ traveling at a modest 
speed and 5t^ping intermit¬ 
tently, before breaking away in 
atremendous burst rfspeed out 
cjf A Naeal Reserve 

aviator observed the li^ht 
through 8 telescope* He could 
notbecontacted for additional 
information. The wind was nor¬ 
theast at 20 degrees. 

In both of these sightings, 
photographs were taken and are 
currently being analyzed. For 
those of you who are skeptics, 
you are requested to come to 
the ranip side of the Gulf Breeze 
end of the bridge on any night 
starting around 7 p.m. if you 
want to see a UFO. There you 
will find people from all over 
this area as well as many from 
local neighboring states. Just 
come out and share this ex¬ 
perience with the believers. 
This or£ic/e was prepared by Joe 
Barron, 932-5394 (MUFON 

Investigator). 







HERALD, Boston, MA - Sept. 30, 1991 CR: J. Melesciuc 

Qose Encountei's of a different kind come to N.H. 


By HARVEY DICKSON 

P ORTSMOUTH. NH. -- 
Alien abductions of the 
weird kind arc up. 

That was the unsettling 
message at 'The Uninvited — 
Alien Encounters.” a one- 
day seminar sponsored by the 


New Hampshire Mutual 
UFO Network yesterday. 

The good news -- depend¬ 
ing on your frequent flyer 
plan — is that many people 
have already survived an ab¬ 
duction and don’t know it 
because they arc repressing 
the experience. That sent 


many in the audience looking 
for telltale "scoop” marks 
that indicate a tissue sample 
has been taken by aliens. 

It was the kind oi crowd, 
gathered at Yoken's Conven¬ 
tion Center, where the 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, Denver, CO - N ov. 2 4, 1991 CR: J. Vallee 

BOOKS 


Beam him 
the truth, 
Scotty 

Years of UFO research 
yields author no answers 

By Charlla Brennan _ 

S omething is happening, but we don't 
know what it is. 

With no apolo^es to Bob Dylan, 
that’s the conclusion author and sci¬ 
entist Jacques Vallee offers as a result of 
his research into the UFO phenomenon. 

But if Vallee doesn’t know, it’s not for 
lack of trying. 

*lonly wish I had the answers,” the San 
Francisco-based scientist said during a re¬ 
cent visit to Denver to talk about his book. 
Revelations (Ballantine, 273 pages, $20), 
the third in his Alien Contact Trilogy. 
"Sometimes, it feels like I’m the only 
person in the world who doesn’t know what 
UFOs are.” 

Vallee served as the model for the 
French scientist played by Francois Truf¬ 
faut in Steven Spielberg’s Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind. He has acknowledged in 
previous writings that there are many UFO 
sightings that cannot be explained through 
any technology, trickery or phenomenon 
known to man. 

Revelations, however, is Vallee’s analy¬ 
sis of alleged UFO events which — despite 
the claims of those eager to believe in 
visitors from other planets — he believes 
are the work of humans with motives for 
perpetuating the UFO legend. 

These incidents are among the best- 
known cases considered by UFOIogists to 
be evidence of human-alien contacts. In 
each case. Vallee peels away layer after 
layer of rumor and third-hand reporting to 
find that ultimately, there is little, or noth¬ 
ing. to support the belief that aliens have 
landed. Those cases include: 

■ The "Majestic 12” report. First sur¬ 
facing in 1984, this eight-page discourse, 
which to the layman has every appearance 
of being a classified government document, 
purports to be a Nov. 18, 1952, briefing 
prepared for President-elect Eisenhower 
concerning the military’s analysis of space¬ 
craft and alien pilots recovered from a 
crash site near Roswell. N.M. 

■ The Holloman Air Force Base landing. 
Supposedly, three alien ships approached 
New Mexico’s Holloman Air Force Base on 
April 25,1964, and one landed, dispatching 
three alien beings to meet with earthlings. 
The result of this episode, allegedly filmed 
by an Air Force camera crew, is a treaty 
under which the government has agreed to 
offirially ignore ongoing cattle mutilations 
and human abductions that are supposedly 
research aliens are conducting on "devel¬ 
oping civilizations. ” 

■ The 1979 abduction in France of 
Frank Fontaine, who was missing for a 
week, triggering a national alert. When 
Fontaine returned, he said he’d been ab¬ 
ducted and examined by aliens. There was 
enough corroborating evidence that his 
story is still accepted by many. 

In all these cases, Vallee said that where 
there was smoke, instead of finding fire, 
irves'igation turned up smoke, smoke and 
more smoke. 



Janet Reeves'Rcx:ky Mountain NeiAS 


Author and scientist Jacques Vallee spent years researching UFO sightings. 


ki My conclusion is that 
the UFO phenomenon is 
a real, physical, unex¬ 
plained happening that 
science should be study¬ 
ing. My speculation... 
is that we are dealing 
with a form of conscious¬ 
ness that we have not 
recognized previously.” 

Jacques Vallee 


Vallee believes that people such as Fon¬ 
taine are being victimized by sophisticated 
plots whose authors remain unknown. The 
Fontaine incident, for example, is traced in 
Revelations back to the French Depart¬ 
ment of Defense whose goals were "mili¬ 
tary, scientific and political." 

Vallee said the Fontaine case is a classic 
type of deception perpetrated upon UFO 
believers. "It's an example of the possible 
use of the belief system that’s out there," 


Vallee said, "the expectation of this myste¬ 
rious phenomenon, as a cover for some¬ 
thing that may very well be a straightfor¬ 
ward, state-of-the-art technology 
experiment." 

But exposure of these hoaxes hasn’t 
stilled Vallee’s belief that there are many 
other UFO events that remain unex¬ 
plained. "My conclusion is that the UFO 
phenomenon is a real, physical, unex¬ 
plained happening that science should be 
studying," Vallee said. "My speculation .. . 
is that we are dealing with a form of 
consciousness that we have not recognized 
previously, one that can manipulate time 
and space in ways that we have not mas¬ 
tered. But that does not mean that we are 
being visited by extraterrestrials.” 

Vallee says he makes a habit of listening 
carefully to witnesses. "And what they tell 
me is that they see objects that appear to 
be physical, that come out of nowhere and 
disappear into nowhere, change shapes, 
that affect their environment in very 
strange ways." 

Vallee’s conclusion: “If there is a tech¬ 
nology that can do that, it can come from 
anywhere, anytime. Including from other 
dimensions, including from here on earth, 
including from a parallel universe." 


Charlie Brennan is a staff wrjter for the RiK’iy 
Mountain News. 


words “beam 

me up” have a palpable reality. 

A crowd where someone can 
ask UFO author Budd Hopkins. 
“In your experience, did you ever 
come across a creature the color 
of the inside of a cantelope?” And 
that question is greeted with po¬ 
lite interest instead of snickers. 

Which is not to say that UPO- 
logists don’t have a sense of hu¬ 
mor. When speaker John E. Bran- 
denberg was asked. “Who or what 
are yoiir sources?" he answered, 
“Well, I did marry an alien...." 

And when his interogator 
asked, “You did?" he laughed and 
added, “No. no. She is a resident 
alien of the U.S. She’s applying for 
citizenship now,” and pointed to 
his Asian wife sitting at a back 
table where his books were for 
sale. 

Brandenberg — lit up by a 
star map beamed from an over¬ 
head projector, constellations 
written across his forehead — 
gave a kind of ‘Tm OK, You're 
OK' pep talk to the concerned au¬ 
dience. 

“You," he said, “are equal to 
them. Even if they fly around in 
ships we can not yet equal, they 
are flesh and blo(^ just like we 
are." 

Brandenberg is the author of 
the “Rainbow Declaration," a 
kind of cosmic Bill of Rights that 
urges democracy among the var¬ 
ious intergaiactic species, and be¬ 
gins: “All peoples are created 
equal" 

But Brandenberg also had 
dire warnings about a space race 
called the Reticulans, who act 
like E.T. on a binge and make CoL 
Moammar Gadhafi look like a 
weenie. The Reticulans, he said, 
regularly kidnap earthlings for 
dark experiments. And our gov- 
emment does nothing. 

“The action of the Reticulans 
resemble that of a terrorist state 
such as a Libya or a North 
Korea," he said. 

The doyenne of alien abdunc- 
tions, Betty Hill — who was 
snatched (she says) in 1961 as she 
and her late husband. Barney, 
drove home to Portsmouth — 
used yesterday’s conference to 
announce her retirement from 
public life. The dress she wore the 
night of her capture was dis¬ 
played shroud-like in a glass case. 

"At the time I wasn’t happy 
about it," she said in the lobby of 
Yoken's. re-lighting a cigarette 
she had put out for an interview 
with New Hampshire Public 
Televisloa “Now. I am. Tm an ad¬ 
venturer. I like to travel" 

Sure, she said, being kid¬ 
napped was terrifying at first, but 
the leader of the mission was po¬ 
lite. “He kept apologizing," she 
said, (and saying) “ ‘Sorry we 
scared you in the beginning,’" 

Hopkins said that for years we 
have Imown aliens used the Hills 
to take small tissue samples. 
What is only becoming known 
now, he added, as America’s abili¬ 
ty to talk about sex changes, “is 
the whole area of genetics, repro¬ 
duction and even sexual assault 
that we haven’t wanted to talk 
about" 

Perhaps most interesting in 
this now-it-can-be-told catergory 
are the strange bruises found 
around Barney Hill's groin after 
the encounter. Hopkins claims a 
sperm sample was removed from 
HiR 

Then there was Gordon J. 
Gianninoto, publisher of the UFO 
Contact News, numerous other in¬ 
spirational tracts and a sort of 
celebrity-spectator at yesterday’s 
conference. 

An interview with Gianninoto 
has many of the sensations of 
space travel but the trip includes 
the following disclosures: 

• His father invented the flip- 
t(^ on Marlboro hard packs; 

• Aliens came down and 
healed him as he drove to a hospi¬ 
tal for treatment in 1988; 

• His current girlfriend (he 
seemed to say) was sent to him 
from outer space as a “star com- 
panioa" 
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Marina Lavrentevna Popovich says Soviet interest in UFOs has shaken off its 
taboos. Gorbachev himself, she says, may be an extraterrestrial front man. 


Out of This World 


■ UFOs: A former Soviet air force 
colonel preaches the gospel of 
extraterrestrial visitation, in which 
the friendly folk from outer space 
are waiting for us to get our act 
together. 

By PAUL DEAN 

TIMES STAfE WRITER 

W inds of glasnost that have scattered 
Soviet secrets from KGB manage¬ 
ment skills to the final blame for 
Chernobyl are airing another classified opera¬ 
tion: UFO research and sightings. 

"For 25 years now there have been secret 
studies by the Ministry of Defense," says 
Marina Lavrentevna Popovich, a former test 
pilot with a doctorate in flight technology 
from the University of Leningrad who, almost 
overnight, has become lead spokesperson for 


extraterrestrial happenings over Eastern Eu¬ 
rope. "They (officials) are beginning^) open 
the archives, but very slowly." 

Full and final release, she believes,lie a 
long time coming in a nation address^ the 
more pressing priorities of bread lines aXluivil 
wars. 

"We think the reports will confirm ebout 
14,000 contacts (UFO sightings) in the*a«t 25 
years," says Popovich, 54. She wa5'W Los 
Angeles to speak at this week's Wtirt^Life 
Expo that heard holists, gurus, chajoalers. 
metaphysicists and a speech by preeliential 
candidate Jerry Brown. “But I doiH think 
we’ll find anything in the secret files to rfiang* 
the direction of our work.” 

Before glasnost. she says, UFO watching 
was neither safe nor easy in the Soviet Union. 

“We had been researching UFOs for 25 
years and Ulking about it in small groups, but 
underground. People who tried to talk in 
public about UFOs were either fired or put in 
psychiatric hospitals.” 


But now. in just two years, a 
Moscow magazine titled "Inward 
Path" has become a 50,000-reader 
forum for yogis, psychics, faith 
heaters, ufologists and other bear¬ 
ers of formerly taboo news. More 
important, the monthly is printed 
on the presses of Pravda, the 
official government newspaper. 

Such outing has brought abso¬ 
lute freedom of speech for Popov¬ 
ich and her army of "tens of 
thousands of scientists, academics 
and lay volunteers” devoted to 
close encounters of any kind. 

They, like her, believe there are 
too many sightings, too many un¬ 
explained visitations to not believe 
in an extraterrestrial intelligence 
struggling to communicate with 
our planet. The argument that such 
highly sophisticated ETs should 
have little difficulty making direct 
and unmistakable communication 
with primitive earthlings does not 
wash with Popovich. 

“The bottom line of these multi¬ 
ple contacts iS: 'We are not going to 
give you our technological infor¬ 
mation until you raise your spiritu¬ 
al and moral levels on Earth,’ " she 
says. "And the only way to raise 
them is with unity, as one Earth 
together to reducing negative feel - 
ings, pollution and other detrimen¬ 
tal-based energies.” 

She is equally firm in other 
beliefs: 

■ The inventions of I.eonardo da 
Vinci, the writings of Jules Verne 
and now the science fiction of Ray 
Bradbury were and arc technology 
transmissions from outer space us¬ 
ing the three men as mediums. Or 
maybe they were, and are, messen¬ 
gers from outer space. 

■ Only 10% of all UFO sightings 
have significance. The rest can be 
explained as hallucinations, space 
debris, marsh gas, weather bal¬ 
loons, first ascendancy stars and 
Friday-night vodka parties. 

■ Skeptics pose no threat to seri¬ 
ous students of ufology because "in 
Russia they once criticized cyber¬ 
netics as a rotten bourgeois pseu¬ 
doscience, as they once criticized 
genetics." 

■ And Soviet President Gorba¬ 
chev could be an extraterrestrial 
front man because "he's an epoch- 
making phenomenon." She makes 
no such claim for President Bush. 

Interviewed through three in¬ 
terpreters—one for technical 
terms, another for conversational 
nuances and jokes, and a third who 
said he used to be a major in the 
KGB—Popovich says her own ex¬ 
periences in space have been rath¬ 
er down to Barth. 

As an air force colonel, she came 
within two finals of graduating 
from cosmonaut school. She was 
dropped, she Mid, after cosmonaut 
Pavel Popovich, the general she 
married, convinced officials that 
his woman's place was anywhere 
but in a space capsule. 

Previously, Marina was a test 
pilot, living in Star City and flying 
the full Soviet aircraft inventory 
from AN-22 transports to super¬ 
sonic MIG-21s, She holds 90 flight 
records and has been billed as "the 
Chuck Yeager of the Soviet Un¬ 
ion." 

It was during those test flights 
that Popovich’s attention went 



‘The bottom line of these 
multiple contacts Is: “We 
are not going to give you 
our technological 
information until you 
raise your spiritual and 
moral levels on Earth.” ’ 

MARINA LAVRENTHVNA POPOVICH 
SoWet UFO activist 


from the skies around her to the 
Earth below. 

‘T saw rivers drying up, lakes 
dying, the whole ecological disas¬ 
ter,” she remembers- ”We were 
ruining soil for its natural resourc¬ 
es. building ozone holes, creating 
dams that spoiled the dynamics of 
the Earth’s rotation.” 

Economic activities intended to 
benefit a nation and a continent, 
she realized, were actually ravag¬ 
ing the ecology. 

”1 knew we would have to call a 
higher intelligence to enlighten us. 
to guide us through this mess.” she 
explains. “So I started on a long, 
personal journey of discovery." 

Popovich joined a safari In the 
mountain ranges of south Asia, 
tracking the Yeti, the infamous and 
Abominable Snowman that is fact 
to a scant few and myth to millions. 
She didn’t get her Yeti. 

But one dark night, says Popov¬ 
ich, "two giant hands.grabbed hold 
of my daughter and tried to pull 
her out of her sleeping bag.” The 
daughter saw nothing. 

The next night, she claims, “a 
ball of light appeared . . . and 
three beams of light fell on the 
camp. It hovered for a while before 
zigzagging away at high speed 
over our valley. 

“It wasn’t an aircraft. It wasn’t a 
helicopter. It was a UFO.” 

It also was a sign. Popovich says, 
to devote her post-military career 
to studying airborne phenomena. 

In that work she writes, lectures, 
heads organizations researching 
anomalous phenomena and is pro¬ 


posing a series of television pro¬ 
grams to contradict what she con¬ 
siders the UFO-busting 
propaganda of the PBS series “No¬ 
va.” 

Popovich also is aviation consul¬ 
tant to such groups as the Inter- 
Sectoral Scientific and Technical 
Center of Venture Non-Traditional 
Technologies, which addresses the 
theoretical, applied and technolog¬ 
ical problems of torsion field mag¬ 
netism, (No television program is 
planned.) 

Popovich does not believe that 
Twilight Zone experiences in the 
Soviet Union have been any more 
startling or detailed than events 
reported in the United States. 

Our grocery store tabloids ac¬ 
cuse the Air Force of holding 
mummified remains of a space 
being found in New Mexico. The 
main Soviet rumor, says Popovich, 
is of extraterrestrial metals found 
at a saucer crash site near Minsk. 

We have a UFO Information 
Retrieval Center in Phoenix and 
Citizens Against UFO Secrecy in 
Alexandria, Va. They have the 
National Assn, of Ufology in Mos¬ 
cow and the Soyuz UFO Center in 
St Petersburg. 

Both nations, agrees Popovich, 
have stacks of photographs of 
glowing blobs said to be flying 
saucers. Crackpots who believe 
Elvis was kidnaped by aliens are 
not exclusive to America. And both 
sides have crops of the untalented 
who enter apparent trances and 
produce abstract paintings and 
oddball music. 

Popovich believes these people 
are mediums—or telepathic cord¬ 
less phones—who bring painted, 
printed and musical messages from 
space. She travels with samples. 

“This is Los Angeles,” she says 
of a small painting by one Soviet 
medium. It is in tempera and shows 
royal blue smog clouding a twin¬ 
kling skyline. The effect is of 
fireworks over Las Vegas. 

“This is the structure of the 
human soul,” continues Popovich 
about another painting. It shows 
two clusters of eyeballs hovering 
in space like celestial frog spawn. 

“This next one is a picture of the 
language structure of the constel¬ 
lation of Orion, believed to be the 
basis of Mayan,” she adds. Or the 
basis of any Chinese menu. 

As expressions, the paintings 
certainly may be accepted as per¬ 
sonal interpretations. As a collec¬ 
tion of art. they are very poor Dali. 

Popovich wears an amethyst 
necklace that she says contains 
power to ward off evil spirits. She 
also wears a NASA watch that only 
keeps her safe from being late. 

From her work, from her abso¬ 
lute faith, Popovich believes the 
Force is with her. Unfortunately, it 
hasn’t carried through to her ter¬ 
restrial life. 

She is divorced from her cosmo¬ 
naut general and says their differ¬ 
ences were out of this world. 

“I had the guidance,” she rea¬ 
sons. “He didn’t.” 


NEWS, Detroit, MI - Nov, 8, 1991 

Just how groundless are 
reported UFO sightings? 


By Mark Muckanfuss 

SAN BEHNARDINO SUN 

A decent Fox Television program 
brought the mysteries of unidentified 
flying objects (UFOs) to prime time 
television. 

On Nov. 24, National Geograph¬ 
ic’s highly rated “Explorer” series 
once again will tackle the subject 
when it fcu uses on crop circles, those 
puzzling circular areas of flattened 
grass and corn that have appeared 
throughout the world and have some¬ 
times been attributed to extraterres¬ 
trials. 

What’s happening here? Are we 
hovering on the brink of another cy¬ 
cle of flying saucer mania? 

Probably not. While UFO sight¬ 
ings continue to be reported through¬ 
out t he world, fewer people seem to 
l)el ieve in the phenomenon now than 
in the recent past. 

Still, nearly half the U.S. public 
— 47 percent according to a year-old 
Gallup poll — believe UFOs are real, 
compared to 31 pen ent who believe 
they are simply a fantasy. In 1978,57 
percent believed in the phenomenon. 

'I'he same survey indicated that 
14 percent of tho.‘^e polled had at one 
time seen something they thought 
might be a UFO. 'Diis means more 
than 36 milliim U.S. residenu think 
they might have Dh'-.en: '\ .-n extra¬ 
terrestrial spacecraft. 

Even tlie Air Force, in its much- 
cited Project Rlui- Hook, admitted 
that of m<ire than 12,000 incidents it 
investigated between 1952 and 1969, 
600 remained a mystery. 

And those are just rejKirted inci¬ 
dents. According to Stanton Freid- 
man. a nuclear physicist and well- 
known lecturer on I 'Ft’ls.only a 
small percentage of UFO encounters 
are ever report^. 

“One of the guiding principles of 
most people is U' avoid rid icule." 
Freidman says. “EiglUy percent 
think most people don't believe in 
UFOs,” he adds. But national polls 
consistently indicate “the believers 
outnumber the mmliclievers IV^to 1, 
and it’s been as high as 2 to 1 

Are we being visited by superin- 
telligent beings Irom other worlds? 

Some people claim rather bizarre 
experiences i hat lead them to believe 
aliens have visited Earth. Judy Mill¬ 
er ol Yucaipa. Calif., remembers a 
night ab(Hit nine months ago when 
two bright objects flew out trom be¬ 
hind a range of hills near her home. 

“They were these bright lights and 
they were coming toward me. Onf» 
w.as in front and the one behind was 
swinging back and lorth,” she says, 
indicating a pendulumlike motion. 
“It looked like the one was trying to 
catch the other one.” 

I'hat appeared to happen, and the 
obiects merged, she says. I’h'-n sud- 
d«ail\’. thev '’hanged course 


“In like a split second they went 
straight up and became just a point 
of light in the sky. 1 got out my binoc¬ 
ulars. and what I could see looked 
like a crystally doughnut. Then I set 
up my telescope.” the amateur as¬ 
tronomer recalls. What she saw 
“looked like this tunnel of ice in the 
sky.” 

Within seconds after the objects 
flew upwards. Miller says, military 
planes converged on the area. “There 
were 20 planes that came in from ev¬ 
ery direction. That just proved to me 
that 1 had seen something, that I 
wasn’t imagining it.“ 

Rialto, Calif., resident Gary Fuge 
had an encounter of an even closer 
kind. He recalled a night, 25 years 
ago, when he was out on a date with 
his future wife and they saw strange 
lights in the sky. 

“We noticed some bright green 
lights that rose straight up and went 
across the valley toward Palm 
Springs. They rose up rather slowly. 
First there was one and then when it 
got up to a spot t here was a second 
one. They moved off a little bit slow¬ 
ly to the southeast and then. 
Fwo<H)ni! They took off .so fast you 
could hardly track them.” 

When he arrived home that eve¬ 
ning. he says, police officers were 
there questioning his brother about 
an unexplained and unnerving inci 
dent. 

“He had been coming home.” Fuge 
says, referring to his brother. “As he 
crossed the bridge he met an individ¬ 
ual and saw a greenish object below 
the bridge. He spoke to the individu¬ 
al. but I don’t know what he said.” 

For some reason his brother 
looked at his watch. Fuge says. What 
happened next his brother couldn’t 
say, and since then he has refused to 
talk about it. All he was able to tell 
police, Fuge says, is that he next 
found himself near an intersection 
nearly two miles away. Checking his 
watch, he found (»nly a minule and a 
half had passed. 
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Members of the UFO Contact Ccntcr 

Intornational in Federal Way say encounters 
with UFOs and contact with aliens are real. 
And now their lives will never be the same. 


/ hold out expectations and the materials 
of new hopes and new despairs and new 
triumphs and new tragedies. I hold out 
my hands to point to the sky. . . . 

—Ch;irles Fort. .Vi’ir Lands 


nee upon a time, shepherds waich- 
■ ■ ing their flocks by night were 
I ■ startled by the sudden appear- 
ance of a light in the sky. There 
was nothing new about such a 
thing. People have been seeing lights, 
color sprays, spinning wheels, and lec¬ 
turing angels in the air for as long as 
they’ve been recording what they see. 
But now, in these latter da>s, tlie lights 
have changed. We’re in a breakneck 
sprint for the millennium now. The in¬ 
choate, distant gleams of light have tak¬ 
en on solid form. In 1947 a pilot flying 
near Mount Rainier saw nine gleaming 
disks rush past his plane, and the UFO 


as an object of technology was born. In 
1950 a farmer in Oregon took what is 
widely considered to be the first photo- 
grapli of a UFO. a silver saucer tilted 
against the clouds. Eleven years later, 
the abductions began. 

Since World War II. there have been 
about 60.000 une.xplained cases of UFOs 
in the Lurited States. These 60,000 are 
the ones that remain, filed away, after 
the 80 percent to 90 percent of mistak¬ 
en cases are understood. \\‘hat is some¬ 
times called the "strangeness spread" of 
such cases is remarkably small. UFOs 
are not disparate or unique. like halluci¬ 
nations. They are in fact remarkably 
limited in appearance. Witnesses, inde¬ 
pendent of one another, tend to see the 
same kind of thing again and again, at 
different times, in different places. We 
are hooked, and hungry. A tall column 
of disks, a grainy photograph, is not 
enough anymore. 




The study of UFOs is a big and sprawl¬ 
ing field, and is marked, like all such fields, 
by rancor among its specialties. The disci¬ 
pline travels a long continuum, from the 
physicists who listen for radio pulses, 
through the witnesses of lights and disks 
and radar shadows, to the “contactees,” 
people who claim they’ve been visited by 
or kidnapped by alien beings. The field it¬ 
self is stained by scoffing and ridicule, by 
the limits of both credulity and disbelief. 
No group within the field elicits more dis¬ 
tress than the contactees. It is one thing for 
a lone eccentric to build a flying-saucer 
landing pad somewhere in Iowa. But the 
alien-contact movement is big, and grow¬ 
ing, and won’t keep still. It could give UFOs 
a bad name. 

Anyone who has bad a close brush with 
an unexplained UFO could be called a con- 
tactee. My next-door neighbor, a 42-year- 
old architect, denies the existence of UFOs 
and nevertheless describes a vivid experi¬ 
ence with one several years ago. For ten 
minutes or more he stood by the side of a 
dark country road in Vermont, watching a 
hovering, silent oval mass ringed by col¬ 
ored lights. It disappeared, with great speed, 
and he can’t explain it and he refuses to call 
it alien. But the word ‘bontactee” is gener¬ 
ally reserved for those people who have 
spoken with aliens, who have been various¬ 
ly invited aboard, abducted, examined, and 
interviewed by the aliens who pilot the 
UFOs that others see. Contactees share 
what might be called a psychological envi¬ 
ronment, a kind of symptomology both 
chronic and acute. 

Many people who consider themselves 
contactees believe that they have been hav¬ 
ing such experiences since childhood, and 
sometimes in past lives as well. They report 
childhoods colored by odd experiences, like 
waking dreams and frequent sensations of 
d^k vu. Eventually the strange experiences 
accelerate. Contactees describe rapid weight 
loss, puncture wounds appearing in the 
night, voices speaking in their minds, 
strange bruises. Very common is the amne¬ 
sia called "missing time”: blank periods of 
a few minutes to several hours during which 
an alien contact is believed to occur. Con¬ 
tactees also describe a kind of chronic pat¬ 
tern. a personality set, that has shaped their 
entire lives before the memories of meeting 
aliens surface: a sense of being different or 
isolated, of having been adopted, or of be¬ 
ing drawn to a particular place or a field of 
study—the feeling, reads one brochure about 
contactees, “that Earth is not your real 
home." Reading these descriptions can be 
like reading the warning signs of a com¬ 
mon disease; one starts to look more care¬ 
fully at one’s skin, or digestive habits, and 
wonder, and sometimes yearn. 

When I first began calling UFO groups 
and asking to speak to contactees, 1 expect¬ 
ed reticence. But while many of them were 
unwilling to give last names, they spoke to 
me readily, eagerly, and passed the message 
to others, who called me and asked for 
their chance to speak, too. Many tell of the 
compulsion to speak publicly about what 
happened, a compulsion they believe is im¬ 
planted by the aliens. They feel a compul¬ 
sion to study, as well: “I developed a great 
thirst for knowledge,” one woman told me. 
“I started studying everything I could get 
my hands on, all the Far Eastern religions, 
metaphysics, spiritualism.” A young man 
told me he was compelled to spend three 
weeks in a library studying horticulture. 
Another woman was driven to go to law 
school. A few contactees say the aliens have 
shown them a book of great wisdom, a book 
that reveals the past and the future, written 
in a strange language. 

Contactees, for the most part, are ordi¬ 
nary people. And they have had an experi¬ 
ence that caimot be explained or dismissed, 
an experience that demands unshakeable 
belief. It is undeniably religious, a new 
Weltanschauung, irrational, absolute. In his 
book The Varieties of Retigious Experience, 


Aileen’s regular meetinga serve as a kind of self-help group for contactees. 


(continued on page 5) 
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William James described religious conver¬ 
sions as being ‘Vu convincing to those who 
have them as any direct sensible experi¬ 
ences can be, and they are, as a rule, much 
more convincing than results established by 
mere logic ever are ... you cannot help re¬ 
garding them as genuine perceptions of 
truth, as revelations of a kind of reality." 
Contactees have had such “direct sensible 
experiences," and have grown content with 
them, and there were many moments in lis¬ 
tening to them speak when I felt envy more 
than anything else. 

T he UFO Contact Center International 
is a loose association of 60 different 
groups in the United States and Cana¬ 
da, and virtually all of its members- 
an informal designation at best—believe that 
they have been taken aboard alien ships. 
Every time a UFO-CCI volunteer gives a 
lecture on the topic, people in the audience 
confess that they, too, have had such an ex¬ 
perience. Most of the auxiliary groups have 
been started by someone who attended a 
lecture and realized that he or she was also 
a contactee. 

In these 12-step times, UFO-CCI is a 
kind of self-help organization for contact¬ 
ees. It is largely supported by subscriptions 
to its magazine. The Missing Link, which 
publishes many accounts of contact experi¬ 
ences, analyses of varying quality on histor¬ 
ical mysteries, poems and cartoons and 
classified ads. The literature of UFO-CCI 
(chiefly a typed pink brochure) says the or¬ 
ganization's mission is to help people "ex¬ 
amine and assimilate their traumatic ab¬ 
duction experiences into their daily lives." 
This is accomplished mostly throu^ group 
therapy and hypnosis, the last used exten¬ 
sively to unblock the suppressed memory 
of alien contact. 

UFO-CCI has its headquarters near 
Seattle, in the faceless suburb called Feder¬ 
al Way, which is distinguished for its posi¬ 
tion under the flight path of Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport. Jets skim the silhou¬ 
ette of trees in Federal Way every few min¬ 
utes. The office and publishing concern and 
bookstore of UFO-CCI is in the living 
room of its founder and director, in a trail¬ 
er in the Camelot Square Trailer Park, near 
the comer of Sir Gaheris Court and Sir 
Gareth Drive. 

I was welcomed here on a cool June Sat¬ 
urday by the founder, Aileen, a man named 
Clay, and Clay’s small daughter, Annie, a 
laughing girl with curly red hair. Aileen, 
who works in computer design at Boeing, 
is a pretty, ample woman of 55 with shaggy 
black hair and a breathy, girlish voice. She 
prefers to use no last name. Aileen runs 
UFO-CCI and also belongs to three differ¬ 
ent organizations devoted to the belief that 
Elvis is still alive, a fact she confesses with 
a self-deprecating smile. Her neat mobile 
home is filled with a variety of Native 
American art and Elvis memorabilia, 1 
could sec on her bookshelves the standard 
collection of the UFO devotee: the works 
of Whitley Strieber, who has grown rich 
from his Communion, a purportedly true 
account of an elaborate series of alien ab¬ 
ductions: those of Budd Hopkins, a serious 
and somewhat portentous believer in con¬ 
tact; the books of Charles Fort, a remark¬ 
able cataloguer of such arcana as rains of 
frogs, ball lightning, and floating cities; and 
the "books of wisdom," works by people 
such as Billy Meier (UFO Contact from the 
Pieiades), who believes he was Ezekiel in a 
previous life. 

Aileen has had only one contact experi¬ 
ence, and adds, laughing, "No one has ever 
been able to regress me.” She laughs be¬ 
cause she is the one who offers regression 
hypnosis to newcomers, who has hypno¬ 
tized Clay and the other contactees who 
will be coming tonight. Her contact experi¬ 
ence came in 1953, on a nighttime drive 
through Eastern Oregon. She remembers 
shimmering green light, the car stopping, 
and waking from a trance a few hours later 
with the inevitable memory only of “miss¬ 
ing time.” Many years later she went to 
work for a Seattle-area UFO research group, 
collecting evidence. She left feeling that the 
witnesses themselves, the contactees, need¬ 
ed help, and started UFO-CCI. “A lot of 
people are scared to start with because they 
don’t know what’s happened, but once they 
get through that, and see they came out 
OK, then they start to grow. And that’s re¬ 
ally what it’s all about. We don’t want to 


suggest anything to them, but we find that 
hypnosis really, really helps” 

A lot of the literature on UFO contact 
divides contacts into what might be called 
happy and harmful experiences. (One man 
I spoke with on the phone, describing an¬ 
other woman’s research into cattle mutila¬ 
tions, told me, “She deals with the bad 
guys. I just work with the good guys.’’) The 
paranoia associated with UFOs is potent 
and almost impossible to kill. It breeds its 
own vocabulary. Quite a few people have 
reported meeting the MIB: Men In Black. 
The Men In Black arrive at the door of a 
person who has just had a conuct experi¬ 
ence, but before he or she has made a re¬ 
port of it to anyone. They wear black suits, 
travel in trios, and often drive dark-colored 
luxury automobiles. From there, accounts 
vary: sometimes the MIB threaten the per¬ 
son if he or she makes a report; other 
times, they explain the truth about UFOs 
in exchange for secrecy. The MIB suppos¬ 
edly know what happens during “missing 
time,” and they know about the Ultimate 
Secret: that the government has a secret fa¬ 
cility holding a crashed alien ship and, per¬ 
haps, its pilot’s corpse. Every denial creates 
new paranoia. Every effort on behalf of a 
government official to dismiss UFOs or the 
existence of any hard evidence seems like 
further proof that a secret is being kept. 
How else would an official protect such a 
secret than by denial? To a person absolute¬ 
ly convinced of alien visitors—convinced 
because he or she has seen them, talked to 
them, touched them—the behavior of the 
government is downright sinister. 

A ileen smiled at my questions, told me 
that it seems to be, for some reason, 
only in the United States that con¬ 
tactees are abducted, and then said 
that in her many sessions with contactees 
she has found no truly negative contact ex¬ 
periences. “I believe it has to do with the 
people who are dealing with the witness. 
They don’t know how to handle them, or 
how to bring out what really happened, and 
help the person get through that fear.” Her 
work, she added, is for “mental health.” 
The entire UFO contact movement has a 
therapeutic quality, a kind of touchy-feely 
kindness. I see it in the way Aileen greets 
the newcomers when they arrive, with a 
hug and kiss on the cheek, the way they at¬ 
tend to one another’s stories. Contactees 
listen carefully, no matter how familiar the 
anecdote, and nod and murmur assent, 
touching one another’s arms or shoulders 
in support. Each has come in real trepida¬ 
tion before, and each has found complete 
credibility. Contactees can tell you not only 
the date of their first remembered experi¬ 
ence, but the exact time, the place, the weath¬ 
er, and what they were wearing. Their lives 
divide permanently into two parts: before 
contact, and after. 

J. Allen Hynek was a physicist recruited 
in the 1950s by NASA for the Blue Book 
Project, the government’s official investiga¬ 
tion into the UFO phenomenon. He came 
to believe two things: that the United 
States government had no desire to truly 
investigate reports of UFOs, and that 
UFOs were real. He saw the sophistry 
common to the government’s dismissive 
reports. (One of the most common military 
explanations for a UFO goes something 
like this: An air-traffic controller trained to 
identify planes sees something strange. 
Ttiough he can’t identify it as a plane, it 


must be a plane because planes are what 
he’s trained to see.) “How would you prove," 
wrote Hynek, “that on a walk through the 
mountains and woods you had sighted a 
California condor?” Hynek thought it odd 
how vehemently scientists rejected the con¬ 
cept of UFOs without investigation; curiosity 
and fluid thinking were supposed to be hall¬ 
marks of the scientist. But Hynek couldn’t 
be lured into admitting that a UFO meant 
aliens. He would only point out that not 
seeing something did not mean it didn’t ex¬ 
ist, that evidence of a phenomenon we didn’t 
recognize didn’t mean it couldn’t happen. 

There are times, listening to a person’s 
story, reading yet another interview tran¬ 
script, that I want to shout "Enough!” I 
want to shake the speaker and say, stop. 
Stop there, give me less of it, and I can be¬ 
lieve you. I feel the potential for utter 
credulity, the slippery slope of that will to 
believe. There is a kind of infatuated faith 
in which literally anything goes, and the 
hoary human urge to make everything 
mean something pulls together levitation 
and the Old Testament and fire-walking 
and adds it to time travel, parallel dimen¬ 
sions, ghosts, and UFOs to make one grand 
casserole. Taken one at a time, I can exam¬ 
ine and accept the real possibility of each 
event. I balk at the tapestry of connection 



Artist’s rendition of a typical alien. 


that denies coincidence. I know that a lot 
of people who believe in UFOs, and con¬ 
tactees especially, feel a sense of hope and 
order that stretches across eons of time and 
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light years of space. They feel an urgency, 
but they also believe that things are unfold¬ 
ing as they should, as things must, here and 
elsewhere, for the best. 

W hen Mike and Mary arrived, in the 
early evening, Aileen jumped up 
from her chair to greet them. Mike, 
like Clay, gives lectures for UFO- 
CCI. We sat around Aileen’s small dining 
table, Mike and Mary holding hands, and I 
could see onto Camelot Drive and into the 
orange sunset. Now and then a jet rumbled 
overhead, and I caught a brief glimpse of a 
long cylinder disappearing into the west. 

Mike, a physicist, is sallow, tall, almost 
painfully thin. He wears glasses and a goat¬ 
ee. He folded himself languidly into a small 
chair. “I was always a fairly unusual per¬ 
son,” he said. "I’ve always been extremely, 
exceptionally intelligent, and I’ve always 
felt out of place socially. I never felt like I 
really quite belonged.” 

Out of curiosity, Mike attended a UFO 
lecture, and then decided to go through re¬ 
gression hypnosis. In several sessions, Mike 
discovered that he shared his body with a 
disembodied alien, a choice Mike made 
when he was 2. The alien, he explained, is a 
marooned pilot from the constellation Ori¬ 
on who had acted as a spy against the dark 
forces in the caverns of Alamogordo in 
New Mexico, where Mike was raised. “We 
decided we were going to share this body. 
So we delicately and intricately interwove 
our energies into this physical body, and 
we’ve been living on this Earth ever since.” 
Mike gave me a small, wry smile. ”It turns 
out on the alien’s part that it was quite a 
commitment to do that; it sort of stranded 
him here. But we’ve learned to be somewhat 
’more than human,’ to take a phrase from 
the writer Theodore Sturgeon.” Mike con¬ 
tinued, mentioning the plans for the alien’s 
spacecraft, which he plans to introduce "in 
the private sector,” and then described his 
centuries-long role as the protector of an 
Anasazi vortex in the Southwest. 

"This is as a human,” Mike pointed out. 
“I remember being able to simulate eating. 
It’s just a state of mind, to eat. You don’t 
necessarily have to eat; we just think we 
do. I could also move things without being 
visible.” 

Mary, a plump, pretty blond woman of 
40, was married and living with her hus¬ 
band and children a little more than a year 
ago. Now she is divorced, and lives alone 
with Mike. She has only recently begun 
talking about what she described to me as a 
“very traumatic experience.” Her voice is 
very feminine and soft, as though she never 
raised it. Declining to give details, Mary 
said, “Once I had the hypnosis, things start¬ 
ed falling into place—activities that hap¬ 
pened when I was very small, really strange 
events that I remember, conversations, a lot 
of imparting of knowledge when I was 
small. We had really strange things happen 
in our house, like poltergeists. But the ab¬ 
duction, I felt, was separate from these oth¬ 
er things. And it generated a real deep 
anger, and ultimately it changed my life. I 
took my power back.” 

As she spoke, another woman arrived, 
and silently took a place next to Aileen. 

I asked the group about the changes that 
follow contact, and Aileen, nodding, an¬ 
swered. “I have a name for that. ‘The Mold¬ 
ing of the Instrument.’ It happens to so 
many abductees. Everything changes.” 
“Everything,” added Mary. 

They all describe childhoods of isola¬ 
tion, of, I have to say, alienation. It is a sig¬ 
nificant word to this group, a word of 
broad implication. Neither of the men ad¬ 
mitted to sudden changes. Both had always 
felt different, had always had strange mem¬ 
ories and a sense of solemn purpose. The 
women agreed with that, too. 

“You can’t get excited over a game of 
marbles—” 

“—when you have the universe in your 
head!” And they laughed. 

UFOs are an occupation, a preoccupa¬ 
tion, a study that excludes other studies. 
UFOs are rarely just a hobby, and the zeal 
of believers can be positively startling. Some 
people spend their evenings drawing charts 
of the varying sphericity of sighted craft. 
Others make maps, marking sites of con¬ 
tact by frequency and season. 

I read the story of a woman who be¬ 
came convinced that a contactee had had a 
(continued on page 6) 
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star map of the aliens’ home implanted in 
her mind. The woman consulted astronom¬ 
ical charts and compared them with a draw¬ 
ing made by the contaciee, and eventually 
chose the likely stars. She got a peg board 
and a lot of little balls and hung the balls 
from the board by strings in the correct po¬ 
sition, each ball a sun. She made her star 
board and then, one degree at a time, tilted 
it this way and that, to simulate how the 
strange constellations would look from dif¬ 
ferent positions in an imagined solar sys¬ 
tem. I don’t know if the contaciee ever rec¬ 
ognized a particular orientation of balls and 
string, but I can easily imagine the effort 
involved, the patience and the desire. It 
takes all one’s waking hours to sort through 
the emerging memories, to pursue and make 
sense of the growing mountains of stories. 
What, after all, could be more important? 
What could matter more? “We should be 
prepared for the impossible,” wrote Rich¬ 
ard Grossioger in his book The Night Sky. 
UFOs, to Grossinger, are so fundamentally 
strange that ”we can hardly begin to take 
them seriously until we have to.” 

Like Grossinger, the psychologist Carl 
Jung thought UFOs a phenomenon of “es¬ 
sential weirdness,” a serious, potent phenom¬ 
enon. In his book on “flying saucers,” Jung 
warned against the reflexive urge to dismiss 
them as merely imaginary. “It boils down 
to nothing less than this; that either psychic 
projections throw back a radar echo, or else 
the appearance of real objects affords an 
opportunity for mythological projections.” 
Jung knew that lights in the sky were noth¬ 
ing new. What interested him was that they 
had become, in our time, a “technological 
construction,” with physical properties, and 
he could imagine little else more telling of 
the losses suffered by modern man. 

We had magic not long ago, and alche¬ 
my, and angels. And now, when more is 
possible than ever before, we dislike the in¬ 
explicable, the unseen. The hash of esoteri- 
ca called “new age” has not even begun to 
reclaim the mystical for daily life. Perhaps 
we are simply paying more attention to the 
skies, a different kind of attention, than in 
the recent past. A half-dozen centuries ago, 
a landing spacecraft and an emerging being 
might have been frightening, but it would 
not have been exactly a surprise. It would 
not have been thought impossible. Even 
our physics is turning back to alchemy, to 


concerns of source and origin, essential 
substances and transmutations, but instead 
of miracles we have mental illness. Since 
World War II. we look to the sky less with 
wonder than with fear. We arc battered by 
technology; our horizons become broader 
as our analyses grow more shallow. We are 
starved for William James’ “genuine per¬ 
ceptions of truth,” and trust no one. \^at 
a poor soul is the late-20th’Century citizen, 
only dimly aware of his poverty. Perhaps 
we see flying saucers and aliens now not in¬ 
stead of angels, but because we can’t see an¬ 
gels anymore. 

A s I spoke with Aileen, as I read one 
book after another, heard one story 
aRer another, the anecdotes began to 
take on the quality of a chant. They so 
often begin with these words: “I had an ex¬ 
perience,” and it is as though no other ex¬ 
perience would ever compare, as though the 
speaker bad come to the contact a babe, a 
slate waiting for its writing. The details are 
similar, the phrasings of language from one 
person to another repetitive and familiar. 
Some stories are baroque, picaresque; others 
are tantalizing, peculiarly vague and unfin¬ 
ished. like dreams. But they’re not dreams. 

Kay, who had come to Aileen’s table late, 
sat through the redutions of the group with¬ 
out a word. Only when everyone was fin¬ 
ished did she speak. She is a thin, energetic 
woman in her forties, and she had only 
been through hypnosis with Aileen the week 
before. She was in a honeymoon of relief. 

"I thought I was going crazy! I’m a log¬ 
ical person and a logical person says that’s 
crazyl People are not getting beamed up in 
ships! I just finally decided I had to know. I 
had to find out if I’m nuts or not.” Kay is a 
practicing Catholic, the mother of seven, 
and a lawyer. She has not, she noted with a 
laugh, told her priest about the aliens. She 
first began having contact experiences when 
she and her husband were both in the Air 
Force and living on a base. Shortly after 
the experiences began, Kay fell a compul¬ 
sion to quit the military and go to law school, 
a drive she now believes was implanted by 
the aliens to help lend credibility to the 
contact movement. “People who arc being 
abducted are not all wacked-out weirdoes,” 
she said. “We do have a brain, we’re educat¬ 
ed, we have professions. And I know that I 


Seattle, WA - Nov. 27, 1991) 
am not supposed to keep my mouth shut.” 

Kay talked for a long time, disarming in 
her humor,, full of excitement, telling a story 
suddenly new. She told me that the aliens 
have implanted sensors in her body that re¬ 
spond to stress, so that they can find her 
when she is in difficulty. As the sky outside 
turned black, as Aileen patted her arm, Kay 
told me how she loved to dance, how her 
husband would not dance with her, and how 
finally, not long ago, the aliens had come 
back to dance. “They want to dance with 
me,” she said with wonder. “I could hear this 
music. I’m singing it. and this music is Wag- 
nerian-sounding. And they say to me on the 
ship, ‘Well, of course it’s Wagnerian, because 
Wagner is one of us!’ And so, of course, he is.” 

When Kay finished speaking, Aileen, in 
tears, turned to her and said, “Kay, you 
made me so happy.” 

“Well, you don’t know how happy you 
made me,” Kay replied. “I am so serious. 

It’s just like getting out of prison.” 

The conversation drifted a while, and 
then returned to Kay’s experiences when I 
asked about the more traumatic stories some 
contactees tell—harrowing tales of abduction, 
surgical experiments, rape, genetic manipu¬ 
lation. Many such stories involve a particu¬ 
lar type of alien called the “grays.” The 
grays (from the planets ^eta Reticuli I and 
II, according to Aileen) are short, a discon¬ 
certing muddy white in color, have large 
bald heads and big staring eyes. The grays 
are blamed for injury by some contactees, 
but credited by people like Kay for life-sav¬ 
ing operations that cure everything from 
congenital heart defects and arthritis to 
cancer and tuberculosis. The grays, like all 
surgeons, leave scars. 

Kay told me she was taken by grays 
shortly before she was to have an operation 
on a neck tumor. She was angry at them 
because they did something to make her 
throat sore, but then she had surgery and 
the tumor was almost gone. “I was think¬ 
ing these hateful, mean, awful thoughts 
about these little gray guys, and then it was 
just like I got a message in my ear, loud 
and clear over the loudspeaker. ‘We’re the 
ones that are responsible for you coming 
out of that surgery so well and you’re bad- 
mouthing us and just stop it.’ I’m driving 
down the freeway and I’m hearing this.” 


T ry to explain to a child that we stand 
on the skin of a planet. Try to explain 
that the sun doesn’t really set, but that 
we slowly turn away from it, and back 
again, every day. held tight by something 
unfelt, unseen. Do any of us ever believe 
such a thing? Can we, until we meet a be¬ 
ing from another planet? Perhaps it lakes 
the knowledge of beings from another 
world to embed, truly, in ourselves the be¬ 
lief that we exist on this world. With such 
an experience, Earth becomes a planet, in a 
planetary place, and humans become a 
species with a future. The technology that 
so haunts our sleep can be survived, and 
used. Many contactees have an ecological 
awakening, and become involved in envi¬ 
ronmental issues. All this apparent chaos 
means something. Instead of disintegration, 
community. If UFOs arc hallucinations, they 
are enormous and archetypal and shared by 
the masses. If they are wishes, they are the 
biggest wishes we have ever had. 

At the end of the evening I had one 
more question. 

“If a UFO landed outside right now, 
and you were invited in, would you go?” 

A chorus of assent. “We’d all walk in,” 
said Aileen. 

“No doubt,” added Mike. 

Qay, who was holding smiling Annie on 
his lap, looked at her and at me, and said, 
“I’d carry my daughter onboard.” 

“Me, too,” said Kay. “I’d take all my 
kids. I’d be running out there as fast as I 
could." 

I left Aileen’s in darkness. There was no 
moon, only the yellow spheres of light 
along Merlin Way and Camclot Drive. I 
drove out of the trailer park and through a 
corridor of tall, black fir trees set against a 
soot-colored sky. A fat jet descended, its en¬ 
gine roaring, and as it passed I could see 
lights on its tail, lights in the sky, blinking 
red. I have never seen a UFO. Sometimes 
in the middle of the night I will hear a 
sound, something vaguely mechanical, and 
before I’m fully awake I feel a tiny, fearful 
excitement. I think: This is it. This is it, and 
nothing will ever be the same again, not 
anything, ever, again. ■ 


Sallie Tisdale's most recent book is Stepping 
Westward: The Long Search for Home in the 
Pacific Northwest, published by Henry Holt. 
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Hear About UFOs 


FORT MEADE — Reports of 
illuminating balls of fire, sjlent 
aircraft with fiery boosters, shiny 
metallic objects that hover then 
disappear right before your eyes, 
and other unidentified objects, 
are the main interest of an inter¬ 
national scientific organization 
called the Mutual UFO Network, 
Inc., (MUFON). 

Field Rep. Fearon Hicks told 
members of the Fort Meade Lions 
Club that he has researched UFO 
subjects for 27 years. 

With the use of slides. Hicks 
took the Lions on a trip across the 
country where many unexplained 
landmarks and locations mark 
the possibility of intelligent life 
from outside our world. 

From Egyptian writings more 
than 3,400 years old, recording 
the sighting of numerous brilliant 
round objects in the sky, to 
governmental recorded sightings 
over nuclear power plants, UFOs 
arc both a part of our past and 
future, Hicks said. 

"Take for example the Biblical 
encounter of Ezekiel's vision 
where he saw a wheel within a 
wheel and persons wearing crys¬ 
tal upon their heads,* Hicks said. 

He spoke about President 
Alexander Hamilton's reporting 
of a cow being taken up into an 
aircraft, and how the cow’s head 
and hide were found the next day. 

The list of recorded sightings 
began thousands of years ago, 
and continue to be seen today, 
Hicks said. Since 1947, there 
have been over one million UFO 
reports generated from around 
the world. After careful examina¬ 
tion by experienced researchers 


and investigators, opproximately 
80 percent of these cases have 
been found to have much more 
conventional explanations, such 
as man-made objects, astronomi- 
col objects, meteorological and 
atmospheric phenomena, birds, 
insects, hoaxes and pranks. 
These cases are then listed as 
identified flying objects or IFOs. 

The late Dr. J. Allen Hyneck 
defined the UFO as "the reported 
perception of an object or light 
seen in the sky or upon the land, 
the appearance, trcgectory and 
general dynamic and luminescent 
behavior ofwhich do not suggest a 
logical conventional explanation, 
and which is not only mystifying 
to the original percipients, but 
remains unidentified sAer close 
scrutiny of all available evidence 
by persons who are technically 
capable of making a common 
sense identification, if one is 
possible.* 

Hicks showed examples of 
sightings recorded on film by 
U. S. military pilots and astro¬ 
nomers. According to MUFON, 
nearly 20,000 pages of previously 
classified documents have been 
obtained from various govern¬ 
ment agencies including the FBI, 
CIA, NSA, Stale Department and 
Air Force, which pertain to mili¬ 
tary close encounters that have 
affected national security. 

He said the United States 
government compiled investiga¬ 
tions of UFO reports in what they 
refer to as the Air Force Project 
Blue Book. At the closing of this 
project in 1969, Hicks said, the 
government had recorded 12,618 
cases with 701 of those cases 


unexplained. 

Hicks said even though Project 
Blue Book has been ofTicially 
closed, the government continues 
to document military UFO 
reports. 

Hicks suggested that since the 
first use of atomic weapons in 
1946, recorded UFO sightings 
have showed up in great 
numbers, with many m South 
America. 

Landing spots and imprints 
left by unidentified objects 
continue to mystify scientists. 
Hicks said there have been mony 
reported UFX) landings. Quite 
often, these landings leave 
imprints, burned areas, flattened 
or broken vegetation and, periodi¬ 
cally, traces of radiation. 

Hicks showed photographs of 
landing sites which refuse to grow 
any type of vegetation even years 
after their first discovery. One 
spot, in the northern country, 
melts snow as it lands and rofuses 
to absorb moisture. 

Close encounters are defined in 
three different areas. Close 
encounters of the first kind are 
whore the unidentified object is 
observed at 600 feet away. Those 
of the second kind are viewed 
within 500 feet, and those of the 
third kind are where the observer 
actually views occupants of the 
object. 

Hicks said of all recorded close 
encounters of the third kind, the 
occupants are described as 
approximately four feet tall and 
weighing 40 pounds. He showed 
pictures which depicted them to 


have large eyes and a small noaa 
and mouth. Thesa beings ar« 
referred to as *The Grays,* be 
said. 

Many times after such sight- 
ings, Hicks said, the persons 
viewing the occupants or objects 
receive a visit from "ominous* 
men in black suits who tell them 
to not talk about the encuunter. 

Hicks questioned the "Star 
Wars* technology that continues 
to be developed by Russia and 
America in a joint program to get 
to Mars. Hs said while the govern¬ 
ment contends that no life exists 
on Mars, photographs of the 
planet include a face implanted 
on the surface of the planet, and 
pyramid type structures similar 
to those on Earth. 

"We don’t know who these 
people are, where they’re coming 
from, what they want with ua, 
and what they will do with us,* 
Hicks said. 

He suggested each pierson 
write to his or her congressman or 
senator to find out what is going 
on. 

"The people around the world 
deserve an explanation of what is 
going on,* Hicks declared. 

MUFON is composed of people 
seriously interested in studying 
and researching the phenomenon 
known as UFOs by combining 
their mutual talents, areas of 
expertise, and investigative 
efforts. 

The Texas non-profit organiza¬ 
tion was founded May 31, 1969, 
and is governed by a board of 
directors. 


If you see a UFO, MUFON 
suggests, you: 

—If at all possible, obtain addi¬ 
tional witnesses, their names and 
addresses. 

—Take photos if at all possible, 
making note of the camera type, 
aperture and shutter speed. 

—Mark the exact location with 
something you could easily 
identify. 

—Make notes of when you first 
saw the object and when you last 
saw it, and of any landmarks tn 
the immediate area. 

—If jrou see the object close, 
note the size, shape, color, and/or 
any noises that you might see or 
hear. 

—Never approach a landed 
craft. 

—Report your sighting as 
quickly as possible in Polk County 
at967-1594,SLnd across Florida at 
904-932-5394. 
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Har«ld CowrtOT'Crint Taylor 


A production crew from “Unsolved Mysteries” has been in Wythevllle this week talking to residents about their 
experiences with the UFOs for a segment to air on “Unsolved Mysteries" called UFO Odyssey. Mere, Mary Jane 
Williamson is interviewed by director Richard Ross (center) while filmed by camerman Paul Desatoff. 


UFOs get 

national 

attention 


KATHY STILL 
Rum«< 1 County Bur»«u 


WYTHEVILLE — About 3,000 residenta of 
this small town reported seeing strange shaped 
objects flying over the Wythe Coimty area four 
years ago. 

Tbe source of the objects stQl remains a 
mystery in the community and continues to be a 
hotly debated topic in the Wytbeville area. 

But in the spring of 1^2, the Wytbeville 
unidentified flying object mystery probably will 
be the topic of discussion in living rooms all 
across the nation. NBC’s popular show “Un¬ 
solved Mysteries” will attempt to recreate what 
the Wytbeville residents saw soaring in the night 
sky over their community. 

A production crew from “Unsolved Mys¬ 
teries” has been in Wytbeville this week tjllring 
to residents about their experiences with the 
UFO’s for a segment to air on “Unsolved Mys¬ 
teries” called UFO Odyssey. Actors hired fr^ 


PHIL 

staufokd 


PUFOG proxy 

tenders 

resignation 

L ike everyone else in the Portland 
UFO Group (PUFOG for short), 
Ron H. was floored when the 
organization’s long-time president Jen¬ 
nifer Brown-Jacoto announced her resig¬ 
nation. It happened at the end of the meet¬ 
ing, shortly after Jennifer had finished 
the feature presentation on how, several 
years ago, she had been abducted by 
aliens. 

As she explained, the reason she’d 
waited that long before coming forward 
was that she was well aware of what the 
rest of the world, the uninitiated, thought 
about people who said they had been 
abducted by aliens. And now, in order to 
preserve the credibility of the group, she 
was resigning. 

And like every other member of the 
group, which meets once a month at Mt. 
Hood Community College, Ron was deeply 
saddened by Jennifer’s dedsion. But 
frankly, be understands, because the 
same thing has happened to him, not once 
but many times. 

"It was back in 1979,” says Ron, “the 
fall of '79. My wife and I were witness to a 
gigantic red ball of light hovering 150 to 
200 feet above the ground.” 

At the time, he and Betty were driving 
back to their home in Molalla from Mil- 
waukie, where they had gone to show off 
their new car to Betty’s parents. It was 
about 5 p.m. on a drizzly day. 'The red ball 
of light was approximately 50 feet in diam¬ 
eter. 

"And you know," says Ron, "the ironic 
thing about it is that before it was a red 
ball, it appeared to be an airplane coming 
in for a landing on the campus of Clacka¬ 
mas Community College. It did a fancy 
maneuver, and no longer was It a plane, 
but a red ball of light, 
g 4 V were in traffic at the tirae, 

** and we puiled off the high- 

W W way when I saw It. We were 
the only ones who did.” 

Well then, I ask, why didn’t the other 
people on the highway see the red ball of 
Ught? 

“That was explained when they con¬ 
tacted me later,” Ron continues. “The 
other people were actually seeing the air¬ 
plane. The aiiplane was a hologram, but 
its real identity was a red ball.” 

And so tor the next five hours, says 
Ron, he and his wife watched while the 


Charlotte, N.C. are scheduled to 
portray local dtizena in the dra¬ 
matic re-enactmenta. 

Danny Gordon, news direc¬ 
tor at a r^o atation in Wythe- 
villa, will appear on the show to 
talk about hia bruah with the 
UFOs. Gordon, who has re¬ 
ported 47 different sightings, 
also will have an actor portray 
him in the show. ’"They man- 

to get an actor who looks 
like me and they found some¬ 
body who looks like my wife 
too,*’ he said. 

Gordon said he saw a vari¬ 
ety of UFOs including ones 
shaped like flying wings and cir¬ 
cular objecta. ”1 saw 47 sight¬ 
ings and all were ailent, moved 
slowly and hovered,” Gordon 
said. ’’I’ve seen them close-up 
and they are all very aston¬ 
ishing," he added. “I have some 
photos and some of them will be 
on the show,” he said. 

Gordon has been helping 
the production crew while it is 
in Wytheville and said filming 
appears to be going smoothly. 

Producer Cynthia Buzzard, 
who has been working on “Un¬ 
solved Mysteries” since it 
began airing on NBC four years 
ago, has had her share of UFO 


stories. She just returned from 
England recently where UFOs 
were reported near a military 
base. She eaid the UFO stories 
all have one thing in common: 
integrity of the witnesses. 

“Our viewers love the UFO 
stories,” she added. “UFOs are 
definitely unknown mysteries. 
Buzzard said the producers of 
the show look for one psrUculsr 
quality when considering a 
UFO segment. “That sp^al 
quality we look for la integrity 
of the people. 'Hie people in Wy¬ 
theville are very crrable arid 
that makes it interesting to us,” 
she added. 

While filming of many of 
the residents’ stories are 
shrouded in secrecy, several of 
the on-site reenactments will be 
open to the public. Buzzard said 


the re-enactments will include 
Gordon’s encounter with a UFO 
at the intersection of Route 21 
and Highway 684 near Wythe¬ 
ville. Gordon and a friend were 
driving on that section of the 
road when they saw a series of 
globes and spheres flying 
Uuough the sky. 

Buzzard explained the 
crew will film the area and spe¬ 
cial effects will be added by a 


Los Angeles-based company 
known as Apoge Productions. 
'The special effects company will 
try to recreate accuracy what 
Gordon and the other Wythe¬ 
ville residents saw four years 
ago. 

“We take a still shot of a 
sighting location and they will 
put in the visuals to best rep¬ 
resent what Danny and the oth¬ 
ers saw,” Buzzard said. 

Students at George Wythe 
High School also will get a 
chance to participate in the seg¬ 
ment. Buzzard said the stu¬ 
dents will recreate a sighting in 
which a busload of students 
spotted a UFO near a local 
shopping center in Wytheville. 

Buzzard said the Wythe¬ 
ville sightings came to the at¬ 
tention of the producers when a 
researcher read a story in a Los 
Angeles magazine detailing the 
Wj^eville UFO mystery. She 
said the producers were drawn 
to the story because of the 
sheer number of local residents 
who saw the same type of ob¬ 
jects in the night sky four years 
ago. 

Perhaps there is additional 
irony in that the crew will stop 
filming and leave Wytheville ex¬ 
actly four years from the time 


glowing red ball played what appeared to 
be a cat-and-mouse game with them, 
hovering over trees and farm houses. 
Finally, at about 10 p.m. it meandered 
down the highway and disappeared Into 
the misty night. 

But of course an experience like this 
leaves its mark on you. "You feel com¬ 
pelled to db something about it,” says 
Ron. “It's like you’ve been chosen to do a 
job.” And Ron, who at the time had a 
Radio Shack franchise in Molalla, became 
consumed with the idea of communicat¬ 
ing with the beings who, he felt sure, were 
responsible for sending the glowing red 
ball into his world. 

A friend named Terry, who was into 
UFOs, suggested meditating. Maybe, 

Terry said, he could contact them by 
sending out telepathic vibes. 

“And it worked,” says Ron. “Because 
about six months later I was in the living 
room. My wife had gone to bed and I had 
drifted off to sleep in my lounge chair. 
When I awoke, I could see them. 

4 4 be lady was milky white and 
■ quite beautiful. The men 
were kind of a bright copper 
color, very handsome. They appeared to 
be working around the living room 
around my body, recording everything 
about me on a strange apparatus that con¬ 
sisted of five concentric rings joined in 


the center like a star.” 

The best Ron can explain it, the visitors 
were concerned about prospects for peace 
in the Middle East, and wanted to use him 
to communicate their concerns to the rest 
of mankind. Their precise program, at 
this date, is also unclear. 

In any case, Ron began holding meet¬ 
ings at the library. This was when, as he 
recalls, the government agents began 
visiting his store. Of course, they didn’t 
just come out and flash their badges and 
that sort of thing, but you could see they 
were from an authority. 

And of course that didn’t make it any 
easier for Ron to tend to his Radio Shack 
business, either. “I became forgetful, 1 
couldn’t concentrate,” he explains. He lost 
his business. 

After another year or so he got a job as 
an electronics technician. But the same 
thing happened. "The sickness,” he calls 
it. 

But this time it was worse: “All the 
symptoms of chronic fatigue,” he says. "I 
couldn’t even get out of my easy chair.” 

But, very wisely, Ron saved up his 
energy, and once a month his wife would 
drive him to the PUFOG meetings in 
Gresham. So he was there last month 
when Jennifer Brown-Jacobs dropped her 
bombshell. He understood. 


the first UFO was qiotted in 
the area. 

Buzzard said the people in 
Wytheville are very cooperative 
and have really helped the pro¬ 
duction crew in many ways. She 
said when the show was in its 
first season it was sometimes 
difficult to get a lot of cooper¬ 
ation from local people when the 
crew went on location. 

However, now that the 
show has a steady fdlowing 
each week. Buzzard said the 
crew usually receives a lot of 
help when recreating a mystery. 

Buzzard said the show 
does help solve some of the 
mysteries it recreates. “Our 
b^t percental is in the cat¬ 
egory of lost loves,” she added. 
Buzzard said the show has a 
good success rate in helping to 
solve crime-related cases as 
well. 

In other cases. Buzzard 
said the show can help to put 
public pressure on law enforce¬ 
ment and court officials to give 
a case another try. Buzztud 
agrees that the Wytheville seg¬ 
ment probably wdl not reveal 
any concrete answers concern¬ 
ing what the people saw hover¬ 
ing over the area. 

However, she said it could 
result in people putting political 
pressure on the military to see 
if the objects could have been 
related to military maneuvers. 

Buzzard also would not 
say if she believed the sightings 
were flying ships from other 
parts of the universe. She said 
she would just let the public 
hear what the people saw so the 
viewers could draw their own 
conclusions about the source of 
the UFOs. 

’The date the segment will 
be broadcast has not been deter¬ 
mined. However, Buzzard said 
officials with the show plan to 
air the segment during the im¬ 
portant “sweeps week” in which 
networks have their shows 
ranked by the amount of view¬ 
ers that tune in each week. Buz¬ 
zard said the segment probably 
will air in February or March 
and officials will provide that in¬ 
formation to area media when a 
decision is made. 

Several people in the Wy¬ 
theville area wore T-shirts that 
proudly claimed Wytheville was 
the “UFO Capitol of Virginia.” 
When “Unsolved Mysteries” 
airs this spring, Wytheville may 
well be considered one of the 
UFO capitals of the world. 
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I Barefoot On 
s The Beach 



By Jane D. Waters 
O' 

2 One of the frustrations of my 
life is that I have never seen a 
UFO. When I look at the sky, 
it is niled with normal stuff like 
> stars, clouds, and airplanes. 
£ Deep inside, there is a little nag- 
P ging voice that tells me there are 
j such phenomenon as Uniden- 
t*. tified Flying Objects. They may 
. not be from outer space. They 
" may not be filled with big eyed, 
2 big brained creatures. But, 
« there most certainly must be 
c objects in our skies which are 
a, not identiFiable as any kind of 
. craft currently familiar to us. 
2 In the past, we have left the 
S coverage of the UFOs to our 
2 good friends at the Gulf Breeze 
CO Sentinel. Although Mayor Ed 
Gray was firmly convinced that 
the Gulf Breeze image was 
damaged by the focus of na¬ 
tional attention of the sightings, 
there was still a substantial side 
to the story. After all, pillars of 
the community such as Dr. 
Fenner McConnell had re¬ 
ported seeing strange objects 
over Santa Rosa Sound. Real¬ 
tor Ella Hess has described a 
circular craft hovering above 
the tree tops at dusk as she 
returned to her home off Hwy 
98. Jerry Thompson has told 
about two sightings from the 
toll booth late at night. 

If there was ever a hoax in¬ 
volved in the origin of the Gulf 
Breeze UFO story, it was never 
proved. It did stir up a lot of in¬ 
terest and a lot of controversy. 
Channel 3’s Mark Curtis receiv¬ 
ed a state media award for his 
coverage of the Gulf Breeze 
UFOs. Eventually, the story 
drew the attention of national 
television. 

Still, we did not get into it. 
The story belonged to Duane 
Cook, and we respected that. 
However, the recent turn of 
events in Gulf Breeze involving 
the sale of The Sentinel, has 
motivated the MUFON people 
to bring their information to 
The Islander. So, now, it is 
becoming our story. We have 
agreed to print any material 
which we feel has a sound basis. 
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UFO 'believers' keep an eye on 
the sky, rally together for support 


si«wwftt _ 

Scoff if you wish, but for a sur* 
prising number of Delta County 
residents, there is ample proof that 
unidentified Hying objects (UFOs) 
really do exist. 

Of course, "scoff" is exactly 
what many people do when they 
hear talcs of these "close encoun* 
ters." That's where the Delta 
County UFO Contact Center comes 
in. 

One of approximately SO such 
centers around the United States 
and Canada, the Delta County UFO 
Contact Center was started in 1986. 
Ann Ulrich is the associate director 
of the local organization, which 
means that she hosts monthly 
meetings, plans special events such 
as "sky watches," and publishes a 
monthly newsletter entitled "The 
Star Beacon." 

Ulrich explains that the local 
organization functions primarily as 
a support group, to reach out to 
those who have had sightings. 
"People who have come in contact 
with extraterrestrial visitors often 
turn to police, clergy or doctors. 


We do not intend to blow the 
factual information out of pro¬ 
portion. We hope to be of ser¬ 
vice to our readers and to the 
MUFON organization, by car¬ 
rying on where Duane left off. 
We will do this, because we 
believe there are objects out 
there that are originating 
somewhere unknown to us. 

And if I keep on believing 
this, maybe .some day I'll get 
lucky enough to see a UFO. 


who ridicule them or suggest psy¬ 
chiatric examination," explained 
Ulrich. 

Too often, she says, reports of 
sightings are treated as disparag¬ 
ingly as the bold headlines in 
supermarket tabloids, which pro¬ 
claim "Aliens impregnate 86-year- 
old grandmother," or something 
similar. 

"We just listen," said Ulrich. 
"We're not as interested in getting 
physical evidence as in helping the 
person who has had contact with an 
alien craft or visitor." 

In a small community such as 
Paonia, it can be particularly hard 
for these "contactees" to come for¬ 
ward. Perhaps that explains why 
the only other UFO Contact Center 
in Colorado is in another small 
town. Crested Butte. 

Although Ulrich said she tries 
not to form opinions, there were 
some stories told at a recent UFO 
convention which even a true 
believer like her found hard to 
swallow. 

The UFO Contact Center holds 
an annual conference called "Jor- 
pah" (which means gathering). 
This year's conference was held in 
Cottonwood, Ariz. One evening a 
star watch was held in the hills 
above Cottonwood. Although no 
authentic UFOs showed up 
("unfortunately," Ulrich says). One 
fellow grew excited every time he 
saw an airplane. 

"It's a jumper!" he exclaimed. 
He swore it wasn't an airplane, 
even though the airport was visible 
from where the group watched. 

"I overheard him remark, 'I 
never call anything an airplane 
until 1 know-for sure,'" Ulrich said. 
"No wonder there arc so many 
skeptics out there!" 

She gives more credibility to 
reports such as the one from a 
Crawford-arca couple, who saw a 
huge object hovering over Craw¬ 
ford Reservoir on Aug. 11. The 
craft, which they said was at least 
the size of a house, gave off a 
bright glow of red on one side and 
blue on the other. They reported 
the object was oval and more verti¬ 
cal titan horizontal. 

Because the object was air¬ 
borne, the couple decided it cer¬ 
tainly couldn't a police car. Then 
they decided it couldn't be a heli¬ 
copter either — it was too big. loo 


far from them, and it made no 
sound. 

The object was so bright that 
they had to turn away; when they 
weren't looking, it disappeared. 

Then there's the nephew of a 
local contact center member who 
saw a UFO from his home above 
Hotchkiss in mid-Scpicmbcr. The 
nephew saw an oval-shaped light 
over toward Crawford that had 
pulsing lights around it. The object, 
he told his uncle, was big — about 
the size of a house. 


Ulrich also reported her own 
sighting — a long cigar-like object 
which she saw moving across the 
sky. She was on the highway trav¬ 
elling from Paonia to Della, when 
she saw ilircc huge white lights all 
in a row. She pulled over to the 
side of the road to watch the object 
as it moved across the sky toward 
Grand Mesa. 

That wasn't her only sighting, of 
course. She describes her first 
major sighting at the age of 14 as a 
fireball in the sky, and cites a num¬ 
ber of "symptoms," including a 
beeping in her cars, which she's 
experienced as a result of her con¬ 
tact with aliens. 

Not all persons will remember 
their encounters with extraterrestri¬ 
al visitors. Ulrich explained it may 
be months or even years before a 
chance circumstance triggers the 
individual's memory. For this rea¬ 


son, die ir\tcmaiional UFO Contact 
Center will aid coniaciccs with 
hypnotic recall. 

"While amnesia may result from 
repression of material the con¬ 
scious mind is unable to accept, 
many cases probed utilizing hypno¬ 
sis indicate that the entities them¬ 
selves purposefully apply mental 
blocks in an effort to conceal their 
activities," die inicniaiional center 
explains in its promotional materi¬ 
al. 


fied to conduct hypnosis, but she is 
very interested in talking to people 
who have seen UFOs. 

Why these vehicles make them¬ 
selves apparent to some people, 
and not others, is a question not 
even she can an.swcr, but she can 
cite a Gallup Poll which found that 
millions of Americans have had 
some type of contact with aliens. 
Astronomers, policemen, experi¬ 
enced airline pilots and military 
personnel arc among those who 
have seen UFOs. 

"We encourage people to come 
forward who have questions," 
Ulrich said. "We will try to answer 
questions the best wc can, or at 
least steer them in the right direc¬ 
tion." There is no charge for these 
services, and there is no cost to join 
the Delta County UFO Contact 
Center. For more information, con¬ 
tact Ulrich at 527-3257. 


Ulrich docs not feel she is quali- 



PHOTOGRAPHS OF UFO*, many ol which are naked to the Invisible eye. 
have been featured In "The Star Beacon." a monthly newsletter published 
by Ann Ulrich, associate director of the Delta County UFO Contact Center 
These photos were taken by a woman in Hawaii. 
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Things That Appear In The Dark 


By DON WORLEY 

Some beautiful Indiana autumns 
have seen UFOs haunting our land¬ 
scape, and scaring the bejabbers out 
of some persons. As an investigator- 
researcher for 26 years with several 
scientist-staffed groups, I 
documented many of these strange in¬ 
trusions. Most witnesses in the events 
chose not to brave the 
ridicule/laughter barrier so you 
heard little about it. Many were not 
learned about for weeks so were not 
deemed “news." However, the Con- 
nersville News-Examiner and 
Rushville Republican did carry some 
of the events in the massive 1966-67 
wave and 1973 flap. 

There were a total of 350 witnesses 
in 93 cases primarily in a 6<ounty 
area here. Some 65 domed disks, oval, 
or cigar shapes were seen. Some 48 
other shapes were seen with one being 
a gigantic bar bell. A total of 21 oc¬ 
cupants were seen. 

Let's go back to the young exciting 
years of 1966-67 when I often found 
myself swamped with reports. One 
October evening saw many CBers 
roaring down county roads and yell¬ 
ing over their radios as they tried to 
track glowing craft whose aerial per¬ 


formance was astounding. One object 
hovered next to the microwave relay 
tower northeast of Rushville. Mean¬ 
while two early morning newsboys 
sat on their bikes at the end of John 
Street in East Connersville and wat¬ 
ched a curved-top object in the field. 
On the previous morning its pulsating 
lights had been farther south next to 
the transformer bank. A sulphur 
odor, whirring sound, and then the 
crunch of something coming toward 
them in the field sent them peddling 
frantically away. Three equidistant 
cone-shai^ holes, and a pile of red¬ 
dish substance that soon disappeared 
remained behind. 

On the evening of October 6 a disk 
with pulsating red lights around its 
rim made a slow low flight from north 
of this city to beyond Arlington. There 
were at least 25 witnesses along its 
path. Clifford Smokewood thought it 
expedient to stay behind a tree. 

A herd of cattle in the field across 
from the Little Charm Motel, that was 
once north of Rushville, went into 
panic. Patrons of the motel gazed up 
at the glowing blue dome of the craft. 
Next day the motel sign said, “Saucer 
Pilots Welcome ' 

In the October 1973 flap, a trisected 


bottomed craft must have been 
around here for about 15 days. The 
bottom feature was not mentioned in 
the News-Examiner until the third 
report. I called this one, “the tree top 
cutter." It would zip off at fantastic 
speed right over the tree tops. Once 
when it hovered over a l.aurel street a 
truck driver spooked it with his air 
horn and it went into its tree top act. 

A favorite event of mine in this time 
period was that of the three innocent 
little Johnson children who lived on 
the hill south of Elm Park. In twilight 
the large domed disk hovered 
between the house and bam. It pro¬ 
jected a brilliant beam of yellow light 
toward Connersville. What looked like 
a little car was brought back in the 
end of the beam and into the craft. 
Tina looked up at two red-eyed 
creatures in the transparent dome. 
Under some trees, Bobby watched his 
cat throw a fit and fall out of a tree. 
Gale had headed for the house at the 
start of the high-pitched sound. I got 
some funny looks from law enforce¬ 
ment as I tried to trace any missing 
autos. 

Let me briefly mention a few other 
good cases. 

One cold November night in 1967 


coonhunters in Union County flashed 
a light beam up at a UFO low 
overhead. It became a glowing fire 
coal going away in 4 seconds. In 
December, 1967, light revealed a disk 
hovering just off the blacktop at the 
rear of the Ayrway Department store 
in Richmond. Christmas shoppers? A 
disk emitting a red glow on all below 
it followed Ind. 44 in Union County. 
Next morning a rooster was so af¬ 
fected he could only utter a shrill 
scream. In 1971 a great orange 
boomerang flew up from a low field 
near Milhousen in Decatur County 
leaving behind a strange mottled red- 
orange object on the field. It vanished 
before Noah Gosness could get it with 
his tractor. 

In 1976 a UFO materialized and 
flew away from a creek bed off Har¬ 
risburg Road two different times in 
one week. The tenant and 1 hid in tree 
roots awaiting a third emergence 
which didn't occur. Martha Cain, a 
farm widow, was levitated in her car 
by a bowl-shaped UFO. Once on the 
ground she slumped unconcious and 
her time loss indicates abduction. At 
home her body was red and swollen 
and eyes affected. The car finish was 
ruined with rust spots. The radio, bat¬ 


tery, and rubber parts went to pot. 
She suspected implant insertion via 
the usual nasal into brain route. 

Farmer Whitlock of near Anderson 
had three visitations from a Saturn- 
type UFO. The uproar of his animals 
was something to behold. On the last 
visit they ai^rently abducted him 
plus killing the large tree they 
hovered over. 

Why did these mysterious 
aeroforms give us their attention? In 
their 1966-67 presence here they were 
so thick maybe it all had an in- 
tell^ence motivation. I’m sure they 
know us down to the bedrock. Having 
finished with us I don't look for them 
to return in such numbers again. As 
for their other years scenario, who 
would know the thinking of something 
that is apparently not flesh and blood. 
We do know that they are busy on ab- 
ductiem and still in certain cattle 
parts acquisition at a reduced tempo. 

Whatever they have done or are do¬ 
ing it all has a purpose and will one 
day affect us all in a profound way. 

Don WtM'ley, who has compiled 
UFO reports for many years, resides 
at lOSl ^ech Street. g 
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PREPA blacks out Lajas to dispell UFO rumors 


The Associated Prw _ 

LAJAS — The Puerto 
Rico EHectric Power Au- 
tbority switched off all 
power here Monday night 
in hopes of dispelling per¬ 
sistent rumors of UFOs 
near Cartagena Lagoon. 

The blackout, coordinat¬ 
ed by PREPA and the aWl 


Defense, left hundreds ot 
homes without electricity 
for 30 minutes, police said 
Tuesday. 

Cartagena Lagoon has 
been the scene of numerous 
sightings of purported 
UFOs during the past few 
weeks, with people saying 
they have seen mysterious 
lights bouncing off the ho¬ 


rizon above the lagoon. 

Ramdn Montalvo, an 
electrical engineer at the 
San Germdn PREPA plant, 
said the mysterious lights 
disappeared from the 
nighttime sky the minute 
power was cut off. 

Police Lt. Rafael Rodri¬ 
guez said the blackout 
proved the lights thought 


to be UFOs actually are 
reflections of public light¬ 
ing on the lagoon’s surface. 

‘T don’t think this has 
anything to do with flying 
saucers.” said Rodriguez. 

Fred Sbaffner, a marine 
biologist at the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, said 
the experiment was aimed 


at discouraging UFO en¬ 
thusiasts from camping out 
near Cartagena Lagoon 
and further damaging its 
delicate environment. The 
federal agency oversees 
the lagoon area. 

Shaffner said that al¬ 
though no strange lights 
were sighted Monday 
night, some people insist on 
believing that some sort of 
extraterrestrial life lurks 


under the surface of the 
lagoon. 

Rodriguez said the 
blackout dimmed all lights 
reflected by the lagoon, ef¬ 
fectively destroying the 
myth of the extraterrestri¬ 
al origin of the lights. 

Rodriguez said that the 
sightings began in Lajas 
two months ago. 


Creations of the Dark 


hi 
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Circular Evidence 

^ by Pat Delgado and Colin Andrews. 

2 Phancs Press, 191 pp., S16.95 (paper) 

Crop Circles: The Latest Evidence 
cs by Pat Delgado and Colin Andrews, 
t Bloomsbury/dislributcd by Phanes 
§ Press, 80 pp., $14.95 (paper) 

z 

I The Crop Circle Enigma: 

Grounding the Phenomenon in 
Z Science, Culture and Metaphysics 
• edited by Ralph Noyes, 

*2 photographs by Busty Taylor. 

® Gateway Books, 
j 192 pp . £9.95 (paper) 

z However much they lagged culturally 
« behind the Egyptians. Greeks, and 
their Roman conquerors of AD 50. the 

§ ancient Britons were certainly a busy 
and ingenious people, whose artifacts 
u* have never ceased to amaze, some be- 
® cause of their monumental size, others 
2 because their significance remains a 
g mystery. The counties of Wiltshire, 
g Hampshire, and Dorset in southern 
England are particularly rich in their 
^ works. Stonehenge and the smaller 
2 Stone avenue and circle of nearby 
Avebury are the most prominent of 
the scores of stone circles of which re¬ 
mains can be seen in many parts of the 
British Isles. How the enormous stones 
of Stonehenge were transported from 
Wales, where they were quarried, is a 
never-ending matter for argument. 

Carved into the chalk of a hill in Uff- 
ington in Berkshire is the figure of a 
horse that measures 374 feet from 
nose to tail, and in Cerne Abbas in 
Dorset, a little less than a hundred 
miles away, also carved into the chalk, 
is an 180-foot figure of a rampant man. 
The largest man-made hill in Europe 
is at Silbury in Wiltshire; its signifi¬ 
cance is still a mystery. 

Tourists have always been attracted 
to these prehistoric remains, and in 
recent years the attraction has been 
growing so fast that today the police 
have to be mobilized each year to pro¬ 
tect the stones of Stonehenge from 
being damaged by the crowds that 
forgather, as if to participate in 
some mysterious rite, at the rising of 
the sun at the time of the summer 
solstice—for the stones are so ar¬ 
ranged that they form a crude clock of 
the seasons. Much of the region is one 
of vast rolling landscapes, patterned 
by cultivated fields, with few farm¬ 
houses or buildings in sight, most of 
which help form the picturesque vil¬ 
lages that lie in the valleys. 

A.bout 1980 or thereabouts, circles 
of flattened corn with diameters of up 
to hundreds of feet, with the corn 
pressed down in a clockwise direction, 
began to appear in the fields of Wilt¬ 
shire and Hampshire. As interest and 
comment grew, the story of what was 
happening became increasingly com¬ 
plicated. There were reports of circles 
with corn flattened in counter¬ 
clockwise swirls, and of circles sur¬ 
rounded by narrow unconnected an¬ 
nular rings of flattened corn. In 1987, 
as the number of circles increased, 
ever more elaborate geometric de¬ 
signs appeared, to which the name of 
piciograms was given. In 1980 only a 


Lord Zuckerman 



Crop circles in Hampshire, England 


“seeing” one in the process of forma¬ 
tion, teams of enthusiasts kept all- 
night vigils for as long as two to three 
weeks, with their attention focused on 
fields that were thought to be circle- 
prone. They armed themselves with 
appropriate photographic and other 
equipment to record any untoward 
event. Aerial surveys were carried out. 
Radar is said to have been used. To 
this day. however, there are only a few 
unsubstantiated claims of circles hav¬ 
ing been “seen” as they became 
formed in the night, and fewer still of 
circles in process of formation during 
the hours of daylight. There has been 
talk of weird lights, of bails of fire, of 
strange noises over a field where next 
day there was a circle. UFOs came into 
the story, and talk of people who felt 
nauseated and otherwise disturbed 
after venturing into a circle. Some 
have told of carrying instruments that 
registered electrical changes when 
they were taken into one. 


that up to then they had drawn a 
blank. When 1 enquired later I was 
told that on their last night they had 
made a video recording of strange 
lights that they had seen in the area. 

Circle-spotter groups competed in 
the recording of new circles. There 
were those who believed that super¬ 
natural forces were at work. Others 
felt that there had to be a scientific 
explanation, and still others were con¬ 
vinced that a gigantic hoax was being 
perpetrated. Publicity was at first con¬ 
fined to the counties where the circles 
had started to appear. With the publi¬ 
cation in 1989 of a book called Circu¬ 
lar Evidence, interest spread rapidly. 
The authors were Pat Delgado and 
Colin Andrews, the first describing 
himself as a retired electro-mechanical 
engineer, the second until recently as 
chief electrical engineer of the Test 
Valley Borough Council.' Mr. Del¬ 
gado's attention had been drawn in 
1981 to the occurrence of a line of 


handful of circles had been reported. 
By 1990 the number of circles and pic- 
tograms approached a thousand. The 
story was always one of instantaneous 
appearance. A field of growing corn 
which a farmer said was undisturbed 
when he went to bed would next day 
be graced with one or more circles. 
They were creations of the dark. 

As news of the mystery spread, 
circle-spotter groups started to form, 
first in the south, and then in other 
parts of the country. In the hope of 


other apparatus to register whatever 
happenings might occur in the fields of 
Wiltshire and Hampshire, but to the 
best of my knowledge, none has so far 
come up with any decisive results. On 
a recent visit to Hampshire to see for 
myself what a circle or pictogram 
looked like, I turned my field glasses 
onto a Japanese TV team that was 
armed with a variety of apparatus. It 
was the ninth day of a ten-day vigil. 
The farmer who had given them per¬ 
mission to camp on his land told me 


The circles and pictograms are real 
enough. To this day, however, the in¬ 
formation we have about their cre¬ 
ation remains essentially anecdotal. 
TV companies from as far afield as 
Japan have paid professional watchers 
armed with nighttime cameras and 


'Neither name figures in the mem¬ 
bership registers of the following 
national engineering institutions: In¬ 
stitution of Electronics and Electrical 
Incorporated Engineers, Institution 
of Electrical Engineers. Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Institution of 
Mechanical Incorporated Engineers. 


three perfect circles of flattened corn 
in a field in Wiltshire. He started to in¬ 
vestigate and was told that similar cir¬ 
cles had been seen in previous years, 
as well as on many other farms in 
southern England. Mystified, he got in 
touch with the press and with televi¬ 
sion companies to report what he had 
seen and what he had been told. Over 
the next few years he saw to it that 
both were kept informed about the ap¬ 
pearance and location of new circles. 
The not surprising result was that the 
number of people who wanted to see 
them began to multiply. Two years 
after Mr. Delgado's first broadcast in 
1981. Mr. Andrews got in touch with 
him, and found that the two were “on 
the same wavelength”—something 
supernatural was at work. 

A.S the Eighties wore on, there were 
reports of circles being spotted not 
just in counties in the south, but in 
parts of England where they had never 
been seen before. A few “circles” were 
reported in other countries—one in a 
paddy field in Japan. Mr. Delgado tells 
us that he and those of his colleagues 
who were on the same wavelength as 
his own traveled hundreds of miles 
examining circles, paying attention to 
their configuration, their “‘floor’ de¬ 
tails, weather conditions, moon phases, 
location, and other parameters.” His 
1989 book is lavishly illustrated with 
photographs of all manner of flattened 
corn circles that he had examined both 
on foot and from the air. 

Several, we learn, were found in 
fields that were the site of tumuli and 
other ancient burials. Some were not 
far from Silbury Hill and Avebury. 
They were frequently close to roads, 
and Mr. Delgado was told that unspec¬ 
ified road accidents had often oc¬ 
curred near the site of a circle. He also 
writes of circles that were identified as 
hoaxes, but apparently only after their 
perpetrators had confessed. And he 
implies that he has a secret way, which 
he does not describe, that allows him 
to tell a hoax from the “real thing,” 
without however trying to explain how 
“hoaxes” are carried out. 

In a follow-up booklet published 
in 1990 and entitled Crop Circles: 
The Latest Evidence, he and Mr. An¬ 
drews include a photograph of one 
“circle” that spelt out the message 
WEARENOTALONE. “Each letter was 
36.5 metres from top to bottom and 
the whole word was 183 metres long.” 
The farmer on whose land this myste¬ 
rious message appeared had no expla¬ 
nation. The letters had not been there 
the previous evening, and it was only 
very early next day that one of his men 
told him about it. Mr. Delgado was 
quickly informed, and was able to ex¬ 
amine and photograph the flattened 
corn message, both from the air and on 
foot. His account of this particular pic¬ 
togram indicates that he did not take it 
to be a hoax but thought it a genuinely 
remarkable event. 

After the publication of this second 
booklet, Mr. Delgado and Mr. An¬ 
drews launched a quarterly newsletter 
of between four and six typescript 
pages, of which four have now ap¬ 
peared. They tell us that their first 
(continued on page 10) 
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book, which is now in its second edi¬ 
tion. is a world best seller, and has sold 
200.000 copies. In addition, thousands 
of people throughout the world "are 
already subscribers" to their gossipy 
newsletters, which invite information 
from people who are interested. Any¬ 
one can become a subscriber at a cost 
of six pounds in EC countries and eight 
pounds in others, “cheques payable to 
Pal Delgado.” A slip in the second edi¬ 
tion of their book informs readers that 
those wishing to arrange personal or 
TV interviews with the authors can do 
so by getting in touch with their agent. 

By 1990 so many tourists from home 
and abroad wanted to see the circles 
and pictograms that farmers were be¬ 
coming concerned about the way thc;ir 
crops were being trampled and ruined. 
One who helped me when I went to see 
some of this year's harvest of circles 
had been forced in 1990 to limit access 
to his land by charging visitors an 
entry fee if they wanted to inspect a 
large pictogram that had appeared in 
one of his fields. He had to follow 
the same practice this year when an 
even more elaborate pictogram made 
its appearance. His "gale-receipts” just 
about covered the wages of part-time 
helpers whose job it was to prevent 
visitors who wanted to walk into the 
pictogram from trampling down other¬ 
wise undisturbed corn. He told me that 
he knew of four or five other farmers 
who have followed his example during 
the two- or three-month period be¬ 
tween the appearance of a magic circle 
and its elimination at harvest time, but 
that he did not know whether they 
made money by so doing. 

According to the International Her¬ 
ald Tribune (September 19, 1991), 
travel agents have been offering pack¬ 
age tours for visitors from the US and 
other countries who wanted to see the 
circles. A landowner with whom I 
have been in touch regards the circles 
phenomenon as an unexplained hoax 
and as an unmitigated nuisance, and 
has tried to keep people off his land by 
strengthening his fences. The farms 
are so large, the landscape so open, 
that a nighttime guard against intrud¬ 
ers would be prohibitively expensive. 

Ai.s I have said, Mr. Delgado and his 
colleague, Andrews, believe that the 
circles are caused by some supernatu¬ 
ral “intelligence,” something beyond 
“the grasp of contemporary scientific 
understanding.” This, however, is not 
the view of Dr. George Meaden, an 
Oxford Ph D. in physics, who appar¬ 
ently works on his own, and whose 
fielii of research is atmospheric vor¬ 
tices. tornadoes, whirlwinds, water¬ 
spouts. and ball lightning. 

Some time ago Dr. Meaden formed 
his own Tornado and Storm Research 
Organization (TORRO), from which he 
has recently budded a Circles Effect 
Research Group (CERES), whose main 
responsibility is to keep an independ¬ 
ent register of circles as they are re¬ 
ported.’ The first specimens to which 
his attention had been drawn, and in 
which the corn had been flattened in a 
clockwise swirl, were single and sim¬ 
ple. and appeared on a Wiltshire farm 
at three different times between May 
and July of 1980. The farm is below 
an eighteenth-century carving In a 
chalk hill known as the While Horse 
of Westbury, and presumably is one 
which had also been visited by Mr. 
Delgado. The circles were not per¬ 
fect—he calls them quasi-circles—and 
were about sixty feel in diameter. In 
1981 he was told of three new circles 
that appeared in line on another farm 
in the same general area. The largest 
had a diameter of sixty feet, and 
was flanked by two smaller circles 
each of twenty-five feel wide. Nine¬ 
teen eighty-two, he writes, was a "dull 
year." but as the Eighties moved on 
the circles that he noted multiplied 
both in number and in complexity of 

• For the views of Meaden and his asso¬ 
ciates, see his The Circles Effect and its 
Mysteries (Wiltshire: Artelech Pub¬ 
lishing. 1991), second edition, and also 
Circle Research 7, Proceedings of the 
First International Conference on the 
Circles Effect, edited by Dr. George 
Terence Meaden and Dr. Derek M. 
Elsom, June 23.1990. 



A crop circle at Farley Mount, 1990 


pattern. Of the hundreds ccported 
throughout Britain in 1990, more than 
two thirds were in Wiltshire, which, to¬ 
gether with its neighboring counties, 
continued this year to be the area of 
highest density of new sightings. 

Dr. Meaden is convinced that the 
circles are formed by "the descent 
of energetic atmospheric vortices of 
previously unrecognized type,” and 
that the electrical effects and luminous 
phenomena that some circle spotters 
have reported may be due to "a low- 
density of charged particles carried 
along by the primary vortex.” He rec¬ 
ognizes that "most vortices known to 
meteorologists are ascending.” An as¬ 
cending vortex is the basis of a tornado 
that may suddenly develop in, for ex¬ 
ample, the plains of northern Col¬ 
orado, and, as it rapidly moves, de¬ 
stroys or damages everything in its 
narrow path, at the same time as an 
accompanying wind makes the prairie 
alive with tumbleweed. Equally, a 
commonplace whirlwind can devas¬ 
tate an entire cornfield while leaving a 
contiguous one intact. The new "prob¬ 
lem for the atmospheric scientist,” he 
writes, "is to determine how the 
breakdown of the common spin-up 
vortex condition can evolve into a 
state of downward vortex-motion” so 
as to create a stationary vortex that 
discharges its energy within a few sec¬ 
onds in order to produce a crop circle. 

In 1990 he and Dr. Derek Elsom 
of the Oxford Polytechnic convened 
an international conference—made 
somewhat stormy by the interventions 
of Mr. Delgado—to consider the “cir¬ 
cles effect.” Ten papers were deliv¬ 
ered. three by Dr. Meaden himself in 
which he set out his theory, but which, 
like two of the others, were essentially 
descriptive in nature. Three Japanese 
scientists contributed to the remaining 
five papers. The purpose of the first 
was “to describe conceptual models 
for possible formative mechanisms of 
the basic circular pattern.” The second 
paper claimed to report “trial labora¬ 
tory experiments for simulating the 
creation of plasma vortices under nat¬ 
ural circumstances.” The third, pre¬ 
sented in summary only, described a 
theoretical examination of "a small- 
scale helical turbulence with electrical 
and space-charge fields from the as¬ 
pect of EHD (electrohydrodynamics).” 
The coauthor of the first of these 
papers was a physicist from Purdue 
University, and he and his Japanese 
collaborator emphasize that their at¬ 
tempt to formulate models “is highly 
speculative since it must be based 
largely on circumstantial evidence”— 
that is to say. on the reports provided 
by Dr. Meaden—which they find 
"more tantalizing than conclusive.” 
Their attempt to formulate explana¬ 
tory models relates only to the basic 
circular rings—not to the complicated 
geometrical patterns that started to 
appear toward the end of the Eighties. 
It is particularly noteworthy that ap¬ 
parently neither the British govern¬ 
ment’s meterological office nor any 
university department of meteorology 
was represented at the meeting. 

How a downwardly directed tubu¬ 
lar vortex—given that meteorologists 
agree that there are such things— 
could explain the more elaborate cir¬ 
cle designs is not touched on in the 
printed proceedings of the conference. 
Mr. Delgado, his colleague, Mr. An¬ 
drews. and those who believe that the 
"circles” are the work of an extra¬ 
terrestrial "intelligence” argue that 
an attempt to seek a scientific explana¬ 
tion based on downwardly directed 
energetic vortices is pointless. It is im¬ 
possible, they say, for a vortex to hit 


the ground to make a main circle and 
then bounce back in a subdivided form 
to make a coherent geometric pattern. 

^d^ore recently, a beautifully illus¬ 
trated book. The Crop Circle Enigma. 
was produced by a new group calling 
itself the Centre for Crop Circle Stud¬ 
ies, most of whose founder members 
also appear to be associated with the 
Society of Psychical Research. In an 
article contributed by George Wing¬ 
field we read that the presence of four 
rectangular boxes of compressed corn 
as part of a recent pictogram has 
driven “the final nail into the coffin of 
the atmospheric vortex theory.” Even 
more remarkable was the appearance 
of an elaborate geometrical pictogram 
in a field a few miles from where one 
similarly designed, and with the same 
dimensions to an inch or two. had ap¬ 
peared nine days before. “To the hon¬ 
est observer,” writes Mr. Wingfield, 
“the undeniable impression of intelli¬ 
gent manipulation is overwhelming; 
and this intelligence must inevitably 
be either human or non-human”—his 
own view being the latter. 

Ralph Noyes, the editor of the book, 
is an ex-senior British civil servant 
who is now the honorary secretary 
of the Society for Psychical Research. 
He points out that Dr. Meaden’s at¬ 
tempts to forecast from his primary 
vortex theory about the way the circle 
phenomenon was likely to develop 
have been a failure, while John 
Michell, a writer who concerns himself 
with "many topics at the edge of pre¬ 
sent understanding,” emphasizes "the 
apparent responsiveness to human 
i(jeas” of the circle phenomenon. For 
example, within a day or so of Dr. 
Meaden’s claiming that the swirl of 
corn in a central circle alternates in di¬ 
rection with that in the annular rings 
of flattened corn by which it was sur¬ 
rounded, a new "circle” was reported 
in which the swirl was the same in 
both. It is “as though the phenomenon 
delights in confounding its investiga¬ 
tors and upsetting their theories.” 

Dr. Meaden contributed to the new 
book in an article in which he re¬ 
affirmed his conviction that the cir¬ 
cle phenomenon can “be explained 
wholly within the bounds of conven¬ 
tional science,” despite the increasing 
frequency with which elaborate geo¬ 
metric designs of flattened corn have 
been appearing. But the explanations 
that he gives for the increases in com¬ 
plexity are, however, no more than 
tautological extensions of his primary 
hypothesis that what is at work is the 
force of a downwardly directed sta¬ 
tionary spinning vortex. The appear¬ 
ance of one or more narrow rings of 
flattened corn around a primary circle, 
or a pattern of a main ring surrounded 
by up to four or five smaller satellite 
rings is caused, so he writes, by a 
breakdown of the primary vortex. The 
inference “together with certain in¬ 
strumental evidence”—unspecified— 
is that the rings are due to a flow of 
ionized air “in the manner of an ion 
race." Everyone he has met who has 
inspected real circles, so he writes, “in¬ 
cluding “many good scientists” — un- 
named — has “been completely con¬ 
vinced by the legitimacy of the circles 
problem." More than that, the few 
scientists—also unnamed—who have 
contested his hypothesis “display their 
ignorance of the phenomenon of vor¬ 
tex breakdown.” 

As the difficulty of accounting for 
the increasing number and complexity 
of the “circles” has increased, it would 
seem that Dr. Meaden has kept in step 
by elaborating the wording of his hy¬ 
pothesis so as to make it cover every 


manner of happening. For example, to 
explain multiple circles "one may de¬ 
duce” that vortexes "may be inter¬ 
linked and hence interdependent.” He 
tells us that he has been asked to ex¬ 
plain how he reconciles the notion that 
a column of air turbulence, i.e., one 
characterized by disorder, that results 
in an ordered pattern of flattened corn 
can be reconciled with the Second Law 
of Thermodynamics. Since the energy 
of the vortex necessarily lessens when 
it forces down the corn to make a pri¬ 
mary circle, the entropy of the system, 
or the extent of the resulting disorder, 
should, in accordance with this law, in¬ 
crease—instead of producing regular 
patterns of satellite circles. The an¬ 
swer, he writes, is to be found at “the 
microscopic level of inquiry,” which 
insofar as he explains what this is, 
turns out to be another set of specula¬ 
tions which it would be impossible to 
lest scientifically. Every circle hap¬ 
pening, whether simple or complex, 
whether or not associated with reports 
of strange lights, fireballs, noises, elec¬ 
trical disturbances, and so on can be 
explained as having happened because 
the circumstances were right for the 
vortex theory to apply. Even the burn¬ 
ing bush of Moses can be interpreted 
as "a luminous incandescent light of 
plasma vortex origin” while the Star of 
Bethlehem can be explained by "the 
movement and hovering of a self- 
sustaining luminous vortex.” 

In short, those who follow Dr. 
Meaden are invited to believe that all 
manifestations of the circles phe¬ 
nomenon can, or will in due course, be 
explained by verifiable science. Those 
who are convinced that they are due 
to the play of some supernatural 
force—and here, as is admitted by 
Hilary Evans, another contributor to 
the new book on the subject, there is 
no limit to what faith and belief 
allow—cast aside Dr. Meaden’s theo¬ 
ries. They do so not only because his 
speculations about downwardly di¬ 
rected vortices are opposed to gener¬ 
ally accepted scientific explanations 
about the formation of upwardly di¬ 
rected vortices—with which they are 
in any event uninterested-but be¬ 
cause it is inconceivable that a circular 
downwardly spiraling vortex could 
create pictograms graced with neatly 
arranged rectangles of flattened corn. 
Nor, since Dr. Meaden’s hypothesis de¬ 
mands that his presumed downwardly 
directed vortices generate their effects 
only in specific topographical and me¬ 
teorological conditions, can they accept 
that an elaborate pictogram can be re¬ 
peated practically to the same dimen¬ 
sions miles from where it was first seen, 
and in a landscape totally different 
from the first. They are also at one in 
rejecting the notions that the circles 
phenomenon is all an elaborate, costly, 
and widespread hoax, as well as being 
opposed to other improbable sugges¬ 
tions, such for example that simple cir¬ 
cles are caused by a spreading fungus 
similar to the circles of mushrooms that 
are commonly seen in the fields. 

.^s 1 have said, in the chapter that he 
contributes to the new book. Dr. 
Meaden not only reaffirmed his con¬ 
viction that the circles phenomenon is 
the consequence of the play of natural 
forces, but that what is conventionally 
regarded as supernatural, such as vi¬ 
sions in the sky of the Virgin Mary, can 
or should be explicable in scientific 
terms. As it stands, however, what he 
has put forward is little more than an 
hypothesis in search of a foundation. 
The fact is that his vortex theory is nei¬ 
ther verifiable in the environment in 
which it claims to apply, nor can it be 
used to predict whether this or that 
field in this or that area will be the site 
of a further visitation, or what shape 
the next pictogram will take. Torna¬ 
does and "dust-devils” can be studied 
by meteorologists while they are oc¬ 
curring. In contrast, the circles are 
amenable only to what, as it were, is 
post-mortem analysis and speculation. 
Anecdotal reports about lights and 
noises being seen or heard by one or 
two individuals at the very instant that 
it is then presumed that cofo, was 
(continued on page II) 
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subjected to a force which created a 
circle or pictogram do not constitute 
the material of science. We are not 
dealing with those lights in the sky that 
we now recognize as comets, which are 
there for all to see. and whose appear¬ 
ances and disappearances can be pre¬ 
cisely predicted. 

Dr. Meaden has written that since 
1980 he has personally inspected sev¬ 
eral hundred —one report says more 
than a thousand—which, with a very 
few exceptions, “have been checked 
out as genuine." There is, he also says, 
“an instrumental lest known only to a 
few circle investigators which can be 
applied to any circle as an independ¬ 
ent check on its authenticity." What 
this test is he does not say, which is 
strange for a scientist. I can only imag¬ 
ine that its nature was not revealed, or 
if revealed, could not have convinced 
Professor John Snow of Purdue Uni¬ 
versity and Professor Tokio Kikuchi of 
Kochi University in Japan, two of the 
contributors to the international con¬ 
ference that Dr. Meaden organized, 
for otherwise why should they have 
qualified their contribution by prefac¬ 
ing it with the statement that authen¬ 
ticity has not been proved? Whether 
Mr. Delgado’s undisclosed method for 
assuring the “authenticity” of a circle 
is the same as Dr. Meaden’s is un¬ 
likely. The fervid conviction of the one 
that there must be a scientific explana¬ 
tion. and the equally fervid belief of 
the other that an extraterrestrial “in¬ 
telligence" is at work, has left the two 
at daggers drawn. Up to the end of this 
year’s harvest both, however, have in¬ 
sisted that all but possibly a few “cir¬ 
cles" were not frauds. 

Early in September, toward the end 
of this year’s harvest, the issue of 
fraud, however, took a new turn. Vari¬ 
ous accounts appeared in the press 
that two men, Messrs. Bower and Chor- 
ley, variously described as artists, or as 
being connected with the University of 
Southampton (in whose register their 
names do not appear), declared that 
for thirteen years they had been mak¬ 
ing the corn circles in southern Eng¬ 
land, and enjoying the secret pleasure 
of being regarded by Mr. Delgado and 
his followers as a “supernatural intelli¬ 
gence.” The representatives of a 
tabloid newspaper that had been let 
into their secret took Mr. Delgado to 
inspect a new circle that had just ap¬ 
peared. Without hesitation he de¬ 
clared that it was something for which 
no human being could ever have been 
responsible. When he was then told 
the truth, he is reported as having de¬ 
clared. “We've all been conned." 

This was very embarrassing, particu¬ 
larly as the disclosure and Mr Del¬ 
gado’s admission came on the eve of a 
conference, presumably of the “faith¬ 
ful." that he had just organized. The 
two hoaxers then agreed to demon¬ 
strate before Mr. Delgado and his col¬ 
league. Andrews —plus the press and 
TV —how they made a circle. No 
sooner had this been done than Mr. 
Delgado recanted, and with Mr. An¬ 
drews asserted that anyone could see 
that what the two self-confessed 
hoaxers had done with the help of 
boards was not an authentic circle. Dr. 


Meaden, who apparently was not pres¬ 
ent, then gave his views, proclaiming 
that contrary to both his original and 
more recent statements, and despite 
his continuing adherence to his theory 
about downwardly directed spinning 
vortexes, he had suspected over the 
past few years that what became 
known as pictograms were the work of 
hoaxers. 

There have certainly been some re¬ 
markable presumed hoaxes about which 
he must have known. For example the 
BBC helped to sponsor a three-week 
“hi-tech” vigil to film a circle in proc¬ 
ess of formation. On the third day of 
the operation, it was announced that 
during the night flashing orange lights 
were seen (and video-recorded) over a 
field where next day six circles had ap¬ 
peared. For a few hours the affair was 
regarded as “genuine.” But when the 
circles were inspected on the ground it 
was found that a Ouija board and a 
wooden cross had been placed in the 
center of each of them. Military per¬ 
sonnel were believed to have made the 
circles, but this has not been confirmed. 

Not many weeks ago, too. a strange 
pattern of flattened corn appeared on 
a German cornfield, and was treated 
by the press as a genuine “circle.” It 
then turned out to be the work of four 
young German lawyers out to prove 
that what the British could do. the 
Germans could also do. A pictogram 
in England was roughly in the shape of 
a swastika. Another that appeared in 
August of this year on a farm south of 
Cambridge had the shape of a “Man¬ 
delbrot set,” with a maximum dimen¬ 
sion of 180 feet. A Mandelbrot set 
belongs to the subject of “chaos math¬ 
ematics” or “fractal geometry,” and 
the relevant equations that underlie 
the “set” cannot be worked out ex¬ 
cept with the help of powerful com¬ 
puters. The cornfield Mandelbrot 
could hardly have been formed by a 
downwardly directed vortex any more 
than could the enormous pictogram 
“WEARENOTALONE.” I can hardly 
imagine that any of these appearances 
did not put a strain on the imagination 
of even the most ardent believer in the 
supernatural, even on those who for a 
time were ready to believe that the 
“circles” manifested themselves only 
on a line which ran from Wiltshire to 
the Great Pyramid at Giza. 

at therefore seems to me strange 
is that instead of claiming the ability to 
tell a hoax from the real thing, circle 
enthusiasts, whatever their beliefs, 
have not set out to demonstrate that 
the notion of hoaxes Is untenable. For 
example, they could have trained one 
or more teams of, let us say. university 
students, to flatten a patch of a 
cornfield to a particular shape, first in 
daylight and then at night, and. once 
trained, have them demonstrate their 
skill—or lack of it—before a jury of 
scientists representing the govern¬ 
ment’s meteorological office and. say. 
the Royal Society, plus perhaps a cou¬ 
ple of High Court judges to help 
assure fair play. 

There is no problem about entering 
a cornfield without leaving any trace 
behind. As the illustration in the vari- 
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ous circle books show, all cornfields 
are traversed by the parallel lines 
made by the wheels of tractors as they 
move up and down applying up to as 
many as seven dressings of fertilizer 
and pesticides in order to control the 
growth of the corn. The tractors al¬ 
ways follow the same lines of flattened 
corn as they move —in England the 
tracks left by the tires are familiarly 
called tramlines—in order to limit the 
amount of inadvertent damage that 
they cause. Each tramline is from 
twelve to eighteen inches wide, de¬ 
pending on the width of the tractor 
tires, and is separated from its neigh¬ 
bor by the width of the tractor. The 
pairs of tramlines are separated from 
their neighbors by the length of the 
spray lubes carried on either side of 
the tractors—usually from twenty to 
forty feel. It is no problem to walk 
along a tramline either in daylight or 
at night without disturbing the corn on 
either side. 

Dr. Meaden writes that circles are as 
a rule “roughly centered” on tram¬ 
lines. The numerous excellent pho¬ 
tographs that illustrate his and other 
publications in fact suggest that all, in¬ 
cluding pictograms, straddle one or 
even two. The crops concerned grow 
to a height from about three feet in the 
case of wheal, or as much as five in 
that of rye. A single person, or three or 
four in line, could easily walk along a 
tramline at night, or certainly in the 
faint light of dawn, or even crawl by 
day without being seen. The leader of 
a hoaxing team could stop at a point 
where it was decided to press the corn 
rows cither in the form of a circle or of 
a more complicated pattern. The Ger¬ 
man and Southampton hoaxers used 
boards to do the flattening. Another 
way would be for the leader of a team 
to trail a rope to which one or more 
weights would have been attached to 
make it hang, say. about three inches 
above the level where it is decided to 
sweep the ground, stopping either on 
or a stride from a tramline, so making 
that point the center of a circle. His 
follower-(or followers), holding the 
other end of the rope, joins him, and 
then moves away to the full stretch of 
the rope before walking round in ei¬ 
ther a clockwise or a counterclockwise 
direction until both are satisfied that 
the corn has been adequately flat¬ 
tened. Dr. Meaden describes one cir¬ 
cle which he examined that had a hole 
in the ground near its center. This 
would suggest that one man could do 
the operation on his own. working 
from a peg pushed into the soil. In the¬ 
ory the same “principle" could be used 
to produce annular rings around a 
primary circle. The New Scientist of 
September 14. 1991. published a letter 
indicating that three trained people 
using a rope could even flatten corn to 
the shape i>f a .Mandelbrot set. 

Another way would be for a team of 
hoaxers to begin by culling out a pat¬ 
tern of a circle, or of a complicated 
pictogram. from rolls of heavy-duty 
polythene sheet, and then to carry the 
separate pieces along a tramline. The 
parts would be pinned down to lay out 
the whole pattern, over which a small 
roller or some other device would then 
be moved to flatten the corn. 
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I am not saying that any of these 
approaches would necessarily work. 
But clearly there are ways to flatten 
corn in a particular shape. How other¬ 
wise could one explain Delgado and 
Andrews’s WEARENOTALONE. a pic¬ 
togram that they regarded as “gen¬ 
uine"? And here it is certainly worth 
noting that apparently no pattern of 
flattened corn has ever been reported 
as crossing the boundary between two 
contiguous fields belonging to two dif¬ 
ferent farmers. 

On my visit to Hampshire and Wilt¬ 
shire when I saw eight pictograms 
and circles. I was interested to learn 
that New College. Oxford, is the 
landcywner of the large farm run by the 
well-educated farmer who was my 
guide, and who had followed his father 
and grandfather as tenant of the land. 
He has never had any indication that 
the fact that the farm has been the site 
of several circles has stimulated any 
interest among the college’s several 
distinguished science fellows. His farm 
is also less than ten miles from Marl¬ 
borough School, a school which has 
as always been famous for encourag¬ 
ing the sciences, and which counts 
among its scientific alumni Professor 
J.Z. Young and the late Sir Peter 
Medawar. To the best of ray guide's 
knowledge, the school, like New Col¬ 
lege, has never evinced any interest in 
the “circles” phenomenon. Is this a 
case of the dog that did not bark? Are 
the conventional scientists whom one 
would expect to be interested not yet 
persuaded that the “circles effect” 
poses any scientific problem? 

Were it to turn out that circles and 
pictograms can easily be made by 
trained people, it would not, of course, 
necessarily mean that all circles that 
have been reported have been hoaxes. 
Nor would it mean that a single pair of 
hoaxers could have been responsible 
for the hundreds that have been 
recorded during this and previous 
growing seasons. That would have 
been physically impossible. But if it 
did turn out that hoaxing was easy, it 
would certainly help knock the bottom 
out of the explanations that have so far 
been offered. Equally, it would raise a 
host of other questions. Why, for ex¬ 
ample, do hoaxers go to all the trou¬ 
ble? Are different teams of pranksters 
secretly in touch with one another? 
How do they maintain their hidden 
identities? Is it even possible that 
there are people out to persuade a 
doubting world that corn circles can be 
added to flying saucers as proof of the 
existence of a supernatural force? 

Obviously, if carefully controlled 
experiments were to show that faking 
is far from easy, we would be back at 
square one. But 1 very much doubt 
that that would be the case. The jour¬ 
nal Nature has recently asked whether 
the whole thing is not just “a media 
ploy."^ Maybe it is. “The annual spate 
of crop circles.” Nature points out. 
“brings to light the circular nature of 
science itself—at least as far as the 
media are concerned.” 


'Nature, Vol. 352 (August 15, 1991). 
p. 554. 
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Mystery over new com circle 


HAS A cornfield on a 
Mochdre farm been 
visited by aliens? 

That’s the question fac¬ 
ing UFO experts after the 
overnight appearance of a 
mysterious com circle last 
Sunday. 

But fanner Mr Elwyn 
Williams reckons local 
children are responsible. 

“If aliens wanted to 
land, I think they would 
have chosen somewhere 
more private.I think it is 
just children copying 
somethin they have seen 
on television,” laughed Mr 
Williams. 

But local UFO enthui- 


By Mark Thomas 


siats say the circle is the 
real thing, because the 
com stalks have been flat¬ 
tened uniformly in a per¬ 
fect circle nearly 40 feet in 
diameter. 

Com circle researcher 
Mrs Margaret Fry from 
Llangemyw, a member of 
UFO oripinisation Contact 
International, said: “Even 
the most sophisticated de¬ 
tecting equipment has 
failed to discover why 
these circles appear.” 

”A variety of theories 


cover some of the appear¬ 
ances, but some, like this 
one, are totally baffling.” 

Some circles have been 
caused by fungal activity 
in the soil creating fairy 
rings, some have been 
caused by small wind vor¬ 
tices flattening the com. 

Another theory is that 
electromagnetic particles 
in the air group together to 
form “plasma balls”, flat¬ 
tening circles in the com. 

“Thousands of pounds 
worth of sensitive hi-tech 
equipment is being used at 
sites in Wiltshire during 
all night vigils,” added 
Mrs Fry. 



The circle that has appeared in a corn field in Mochdre 
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CATCH IN THE DYE? CHOP CIRCLES AND LINES IN WEST LETHBRIDQE HELD MAKE FOR 

A MYSTERY PHOTO BY KEm KOOV 


Circles of 

□ Experts still baffled over 
strange patterns in grain fields 

By SHERRI GALLANT 
of The Herald 

E^xperts are still no closer to explaining six crop 
circle findings which have occurred in southern 
Albota since August 21. 

Gordon Kijek, director of Alberta’s UFO Study 
Group in Edmonton, snapped the shutter of his cam¬ 
era furiously through the window of a small plane 
Friday, compiling one of the first bird’s-eye views of 
the evidence afforded so far. 

“A lot of people are going to want to see these 
photographs,” Kijek says. ’’You get so much better 
penpective on what’s there from up in the air.” 

But Kijek is cautious about speculating on what 
the cause of the circles may be — only on what it 
isn’t. 



“If they aren’t man made, the real cause is still 
just theory,” be says. "But if people were creating 
them, it snuld take a lot of people a lot of time to do 
what’s been done. 

“If it is a hoax, then eventually someone will 
start talking, because they’ll be so pleased with 
what they think they’ve pulled off. We’re still hold¬ 
ing our brath.” 

Some people have tried to duplicate the circles to 
show it can be done, but their methods don’t match 
evidence of what’s been found so far. 

Grain in the circles is benL not broken, and ker 
neb are not damaged. Simply walking through the 
fields where circles are located shows how easily 


mystery! 

the stalks snap underfoot and how readily kemeb 
slough off. 

Kijek has scarcely had time to rest since the first 
of some half-dozen crop-circle sites was discovered 
in a wheat field south of Lethbridge Television on 
2801 Street North. 

Since then, two locations west of Lethbridge have 
turned up, one near Okotoks, another east of Stirl- 
ii« and, the latest discovery, four separate circles 
just east of Warner. 

Kijek has investigated the north Lethbridge, Oko¬ 
toks and Warner sites, taking samples of grain and 
dirt for analysis by Alberta Agriculture and Can¬ 
ada’s UFO Research Centre at Winnipeg. 

But Chris Rutkowski at the Winnipeg Ufology Cen¬ 
tre has yet to receive the samples, held up some- 

tottaS tot^took for clues which might 
indentify the circles as man made. After research¬ 
ing other circles in the world (primarily in Eng¬ 
land, but also recently in North Americ), he knows 
what to watch for but is cautious about revealing 
“trade secrets.” 

Everyone be meets asks him what he really thinks 
b behind the circles and his answo- is always the 
same — “I honestly don’t know.” 

’’’There are several schoob of thought on these 
things,” Kijek says. “Tbere are the people who think 
thaL given enou^ information, everything can be 
explained — the sceptics. 

“’Then there’s the theory of mass hypnosis, or 
paranormal activity — ghosts and such. Then there’s 
the extra-terrestrial theory, of course. 

“But there’s another thieory which says energy 
released from under the ground as the earth’s plates 
shiR, comes im and causes these patterns.” 

A^cultural specialists theorize mineral deficien¬ 
cies or disease-cauaing pathogens might be responsi¬ 
ble. For the most part, these are what Alberta Agri¬ 
culture will look for in its cropdrcle specimens. 

Rutkowksi, with the help of fellow scientists at 
the University of Manitoba, will look for radiation, 
microwaves, structural changes in cellular makeup, 
and will attempt to germinate seeds taken from the 


i Close encounters of 
i the Belgian kind 


>, A SPATE of sightings of 
« Unidentified Flying Objects over 
* Belgium during the past 18 

1 months has sparked both fasci- 
^ nation and alarm. The UFOs 

c have been appearing at an 
o extraordinary rate. Not a week 
c has passed without them being 
c spotted by anywhere between 
3 one and ten eyewitnesses. 

>, The Belgian Air Force has 
scrambled F-16 fighters to 
c intercept them on nine occa- 
3 sions. Three times the war- 

2 planes’ sophisticated radar 
locked on to their target. 

But the fast approach of the 
>» aircraft triggered immediate, 
.tj evasive action which left radar 
U screens blank. Ground-based 
radars have also picked up 



Is it a bird? Is it a plane? 


UNLIKELY STORY OF 
THE WEEK 


explanation to be electro¬ 
magnetic interference. 

Amateur video camera opera¬ 
tors have also filmed the alien 
objects in Braine-le Comte and 
near Marchin. One film lasts a 
good five minutes and is a m^or 
contribution to UFO research. 

It was shot by garage mana¬ 
ger Richard Rodberg just after 
9pm one day. He said: "The 
UFO hovered over the ground, 
30 metres in the air, in full 
silence. All of a sudden it darted 
towards us, stopping 60 metres 
away. I've never seen a field lit 
like that. Ail white. One could 
have found a needle. Then, 
without swerving, it went away 
to our left in the direction of a 
nuclear power plant “ The 
"flying saucer' was tiie size of a 
two-storey building. 

Belgium's Air Force chief of 
staff, Wilfried de Brouwer, the 
secretary of the SBEPS. a 
20-year-old UFO association, 
Lucien Clcrcbaut, and an 
eminent scientist from Louvain 
Catholic University, Auguste 
Meesen, are all agreed that 
something is happening in the 
skies above Belgium. 

"Even if until now there has 
been no threat, one. must accept 
the fact that for the past 16 
months, the Belgian skies have 
exijenenccd ext raordmary 
phenomena." say.s He Brouwer. 


DAILY STAR, London, England 
July 30, 1991 CR: D. Speed 


CORN CIRCLES NEAR 
PM'S RETREAT 

I By DAVID PAUL "I 


A SECURITY row 
erupted last night 
after huge com cir¬ 
cles appeared oh 
farmland at the 
Prime Minister’s 
country retreat. 

The circles are just a 
few hundred vards from 
Chequers, where Jclin 
Major spends his week- 

“Ifthey were drawn by 
hoaxers it’s staia;ering 
they weren’t caught by 
the securi^ forces 
guarding the Prime Min¬ 
ister.” said Lena God- 


sall-Bottriell, who found 
the circles yesterday. 

“If they were the work 
of aliens 1 still can’t 
understand how nobodv 
saw what happened, 
added Mrs Godsall-Bot- 
tiiell. a wildlife author 
of nearby Terrick, 
Bucks. 

Last night Thames 
Valley police said they 


knew nothing about the 
circles on uie estate, 
near Wendover. 

But Incredibly, a 
Downing Street spokes¬ 
man siud: “We know 
about the Chequers com 
circles, but they are not 
a security risk. 

“They aren’t made by 
people, they are a natu¬ 
ral phenomenon, it’s 
something to do with 
the weather.” 


grain. 

“Last year we tried to germinate some wheat 
from dreles in Manitoba, but it wouldn’t sprout,” 
Rutkowski says. 

“TTiere are a lot of people who dismiss these as 
weather phenomenae or h^es — which they might 
be,” Rutkowski says. “But there are a lot of scien¬ 
tists in the world now who are taking a serious 
interest in them and are interested in study and 
investigation.” 

Kijek is also looki^ into other sightings while in 
the area, investigating some claims of UFO sight¬ 
ings and other grtxmd-marking reports. 

For now these meetings are coofldential, due to 
the nature of the claims. 

Meanwhile, two UFO enthusiasts from Great 
Falls, Moot, visited Lethbridge Saturday to look at 
the sites. 

Shannon Kelly has corniced an extensive library 
and video colledtion since his interest in UFOs began 
about six years ago. A co-worker, A1 Bellanger, 
caught the fever fimn Kelly about a year ago. 

The two aren’t shy about revealing they firmly 
believe the circles arrived by extra-terrestrial 
means. 

’"rhis sort of thing has been happening in our 
area for a long time,” Kelly says. ”^t thm have 
also been cattle mutilations which aren’t easily 
ex|dained.” 

Kelly carries photos of cattle carcasses he’s seen 
on farmland near Malmstrom Air F(wce base. While 
some destruction is consistent with scavengers, and 
other signs match what is known about satanic ritu¬ 
als, other factors don’t add up. 

"Tliere are burn marks around some of than, on 
the ground and on parts at the animal,” Kelly says. 
“They are comdetely drained of blood. 

’’One farmer had two dom which fed on the meat 
before the cows were found and the dogs died within 
days.” 

He says dozens of goats have been found slaught¬ 
ered in the area recently, as well. Investigators are 
attaibuting the case to bear activity. 

Kelly and Bellanger, along with others in their 
area, are compiling data on other str^e happoi- 
ings around the bare, including UFO sightings. 

Kelly says patterns in one of the West Lethbridge 
sites match those in a photo he has of a site in Eng¬ 
land. 








Mystery Circles 
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Japanese Professor Offers Novel Explanation 



Mystery 'Circles: 'riu- phoic was taken in Shinokun 

machi. Fukuoka-ken, last September. 


By Eric Talmadge 

7>ie AsBOciatwi Preas 


Swirling, electrified dust picked up by 
winds over the clitfs of Dover are behind 
mysterious crop circles in England that 
have baffled observers for more than 
three centuries, a Japanese professor 
claims. 

Professor Hiroshi Kikuchi, of the Sci¬ 
ence and Engineering College of Nihon 
University, believes that the circles can 
be explained through *‘electromagneto- 
hydr^ynamic vortices.” 

According to Kikuchi. as the dust¬ 
laden winds pass over hills, turbulence 
occurs, creating friction that electrical¬ 
ly charges the dust particles. 

Electromagnetic forces could then 
combine to create a swirling wind eddy, 
whicK if striking crops, would form a cir¬ 
cular trace with an outward-spiraling 
center. 

Circles of up to 10 meters in diameter 
can be formed by such phenomena in a 
matter of seconds, he said in a recent 
telephone interview. 

'The first impression one gets after 


looking at some of the more complex de¬ 
signs is that they must have been made 
by beings from outer space,” he said. 
“But I think that, aside from some that 
may be the work of pranksters, most can 
be explained scientifrcally.” 

Kikuchi, who spoke at an internation¬ 
al conference on the circles last June at 
Oxford, presented his electrified dust 
theory to a symposium in western Japan 
last week. 

The crop circles, some of which are ac¬ 
tually very complex, decorative pat¬ 
terns, were first recorded in English 
fields in 1678. Similar designs have been 
found in about a dozen other countries. 
The circles range in size from 3 to 30 me¬ 
ters. 

Since the discovery of more than 300 
circles two years ago, scientists and 
mystery buffs around the world have 
come up with countless explanations for 
what forms them. Theories have includ¬ 
ed witches, rotating hedgehogs, prank¬ 
sters and spaceships. 

Though whirlwinds and electromag¬ 
netism have singly been suggested by 
several researchers. Kikuchi is the first 


to combine those forces with the dust, 
he said. He has not tried to apply his the¬ 
ory to circles outside of England. 

One of the most scientific studies of 
the circles to date was carried out last 
summer in fields in the vale of Pewsey, 
Wiltshire, 120 kilometers southwest of 
London. 

Investigators from the United States. 
Japan, West Germany and Britain 
equipped with nearly $2 million worth of 
heat-seeking cameras and other high- 
tech gear spent three weeks monitoring 
the circles, but found no answers as to 
their cause. 

Last month, a four-meter wide circle 
was found in a field of tall grass neeir 
Sendai, in northern Japan. The find, 
combined with reported UFO sightings 
days before, created a min or tempest in 
the popular media. 

Kikuchi, one of several Japanese pro¬ 
fessors actively involved in solving the 
circle mystery, recently traveled to 
southern Japan to inspect a newly 
formed circle in a rice paddy. 

‘‘But. unfortunately, a typhoon got 
there first,” he said. 


HERALD, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada - Oct. 7, 1991 



Crop circle mystery continues 
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VERNON AND AMANDA CHIEF MOON CHECK VEHICLE DAMAGE WITH GRANDDAD 



JOHN CHIEF MOON WITH LATEST CROP CIRCLES 


.CRALD PHOTOS BY KEVM KOOY 

More mysterious marks in the 
grass, a car's rear window 
smashed Irom the Inside out, and 
Christmas lights popped leaving 
the filament Intact make up the 
latest chapter In the ongoing story 
of crop dries In southern Alberta. 
John Chief Moon, 63, of the 
Blood Indian Reserve near 
Glenwood, found about six grass 
circles near his home. In addition 
to the circles, which were first 
noticed Thursday, and damage to 
the car and lights, bums marks 
were discovered on top of some 
hay bales. 10, and Vernon Jr. 
Chief Moon, 15, take a close look 
at the smashed Christmas lights 
on the house roof. Chief Moon’s 
father Dan, one of the reserve's 
medfcine or holy men, conducted 
prayers for four days near the 
dries. The find joins several 
others which began showing up 
around Lethbridge and area in 
August. So far, experts have not 
been able to determine If they 
were man-made. 


Teacher sees 
I two UFOs 
a in formation 


— A SCIENCE teacher from Little* 
^ hampton claims she saw two UFOs 
. over her. home In the early hours of 
IConday morning. 

^ Ulss Fiona Hamer said tfie looked 
out of her window in New Road at 
8.80am and saw two dimly-lit rect- 
* angular objects In the sky above a 
^ nearby house. 

< *I was In bed and woke up — I don’t 
know what woke me but I couldn't get 
back to sleep.' said Miss Hamer. 

*1 looked out of the window and saw 
two solid rectangles, one under the 
other, which went over the chlnineys 
and disappeared. 

‘I was left wondering what the hell 
they were.’ 

She said there was no noise from the 


objects and they could not have been 
aeroplanes because of their shape. 

They sort of went over like two 
birds would, keeping the same dis¬ 
tance apart and the same formation 
all the time. 

They were there for Just a second 
or two.' 

She said a neighbour reported 
seeing a flash at about that time but 
did not look out ot tbawtndow. 

’I don’t want to be dismissed as a 
crank — I'm a teacher and not the sort 
of person who makes something up to 
pt In the newspaper,’ added Miss 
Hamer. 

'I would like a logical explanation 
for this.’ 

liiss Hamer works In Chlchestec* 


1 Party- goers tell 


I of m ystery li ghts 


] in the ni g ht sk y 


O FARTY-GOERS Ann 
I Barnes and Trudy 
Edgeworth, from 
King’s Stanley, were 
(0 this week appealing to 
anyone who could 
c explain the triangle of 
U 'weird' bright lights 
^ they saw in the sky. 

•O The night-clubbing 
3 friends were driving 
S back from Eversham, 
^ in Cheltenham, during 
the early hours of 
• Friday, when they saw 
^ what they think was an 

S unidentified flying 
object (UFO). 

§ Mother-of-two Mrs 
Barnes (31), from 
^ Guildings Way in 
King's Stanley, was 
^ forced to stop her car in 
^ amazement as bright 
Z white lights shone from 
the sky. 

She told the News 
and Journal: 7/ was 
like two car headlights 
in the sky, shining 
down as if it was look¬ 
ing at us. 

*lt was a triangle 
shape with curved 
edges, which started off 
as red, changed to 
green, then red and 


back to white before it 
flew off.' 

The friends were 
ironically stopped by 
police on the way home, 
because one of the car 
lights was not working. 

But Mrs Barnes felt 
they could not say any¬ 
thing about what they 
saw, in case the officer 
thought they had been 
drinking. 

'There were no other 
cars around at the time, 
and we seemed to be in 


the middle of nowhere,' 
said Mrs Edgeworth, 
also of Guildings Way. 
She confessed: 'It was 
a bit scary. / am not 
sure I believe in this 
son of thing or not, but 
it wasn't an aeroplane 
- it was definitely some¬ 
thing else, and looked 
like a UFO. 

‘When you say that 
to people they think you 
have gone mad. it real¬ 
ly made me go goosey,' 
she said. 
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‘UFO’ spotted 

POLICE and RAF chiefs are investigating 
reports of a UFO spotted in the early hours 
of today at Elvington Airfield near 
York. 

The mysteilous object — around 6fi tall 
by 20(t wide — was seen falling to the 
ground by a security guard who was on 
patrol at the nearby Elvington industrial 
estate. The guard said the object appeared 
as an aircr^ overhead. He reported the 
incident to military police at RAF Church 
Fenton. They in turn alerted police at 
Selby who despatched two officers to the 
area but despite an intensive search 
around the control tower where the object 
was seen, nothing was found. 


I UFO spotted 
flying over 
5 Beit She’an 

O' BEIT SHE’AN (Him) - An un- 
^ identifled flying object was ob> 
served over this town early yes* 
rJ' terday, police reported. 

, ^‘It was a shining object, quite 
> large as compared to other ob- 
^ jects seen in the sky at the time,” 
the local police chief said. 

District Superintendent Yitz- 
hak Mordech^ told Army Radio 
(0 be was first informed about the 
^ UFO by a taxi driver at about 
3:30 a.m. 

» The driver, Yossi Ben-Ha’ash, 
§ said the UFO resembled a shining 
—1 half-ellipse. 

M ”We came to the area where 
3 the UFO was seen, and we fol- 
o; lowed it while driving east,** 
Mordechai said. ”It was some 

• 200 meters off the ground until 
^ the morning hours. Then, at 
O about 6 a.m.. It disappeared.” 

Asked to describe the mysteri¬ 
ous object’s flight, he said: ”It 
moved to some point, stopped, 
made turns around itself and af¬ 
ter several minutes moved in a 
northerly direction and then back 
to the spot where it had initially 
stopped. 

“I cannot make assumptions 
and decide what it was. This is 
what I saw ... A police force was 
with us and they saw the same 
picture.” 


Strange | 
lights I 

in the | 

sky I 

A MAN says he saw a UFO over ^ 
Tunbridge Wells on Wednesday oo 
nighL , to 

It had large red rectangular g 
rotating lights, and hovered over 
parts of the town, he claimed. | 

Patrick Syder. 28. a geologist, 
told the Courier the he and his ^ 
friend Damian Payne arc 
convinced they saw a UFO from 
a flat in Nevill Park, movina 
slowly over Hungershall Park nj 
shortly before midnight. 

“We saw a single light, then 
it dimmed and moved off very J 
slowly. The light changed to sc 
three rectangular panelled lights ~ 
which were rotating. We could 
not believe it. it certainly wasn't Q 
any normal type of aircraft.” ?? 

Mr Syder, who added that he 
and his friend had not been 
drinking, watched the rotating 
craft for about 30 seconds before ^ 
it disappeared behind the trees. q 
But Tunbridge Wells police, ^ 
although used to strange hap- 
penings in the night, said no-one lA 
had reported a UFO. * ” 


I Cornfield mystery. This dumbbell-shaped flattened area was spotted by a farmworker in a 30 acre field between Fordham and West Bergholt. 


Cornfield 
mystery 
shape 
is back! 


by JULIA COOPER 

A DUMBBELL-shaped 
** corn circle” has reap¬ 
peared in a north Essex 
field almost a year to the 
day since it first ap¬ 
peared in the same field. 

The flattened area of two 
distinct circles joined by a 
“ bar” was spott^ by a farm¬ 
worker in a 30-acre cornfield 


lying between Fordham, 
West Bergfaolt and Worming- 
ford. 

John Jinks, chairman of 
the Colchester branch of 
National Farmers’ Union, 
who is working on the land 
as a contractor for owner Ian 
Kedar, said: ** 1 am pretty 
open minded about these 
things. 

“ I thought it was the 
Young Farmers at first, but 


there are a lot of people writ¬ 
ing books about it now, so I 
really do not know.” 

Farmers all across Essex 
are keeping an eye out for 
more of the mysterious com 
circles as they busy them¬ 
selves with this year’s 
harvest. 

Mr Jinks said the flattened 
crops do not make much dif¬ 
ference to over-all yeilds and 
this year’s harvest was ex¬ 


pected to be fairly average. 

A disease of rape crop 
stems has affectea plants 
considerably and the early 
summer rain looks to have 
had an adverse effect on bar¬ 
ley, although the quality of 
wheat was looking ** excel¬ 
lent.” 

” It does not look like it is 
going to be a record harvest, 
just another run-of-the-mill 
year,” Mr Jinks added. 


JOURNAL, Wells, England - Aug. I, 1991 CR: T. Good 

Gardens party display theory 

Spotlight 
on UFOs 


by Ian Martin 


A mystery over uni' 
dentifed objects in 
the sky over mid-Som* 
erset last week may 
have been solved. 

Powerful searchlights 
criss-crossing the sky above 
the fete chompstrs celebra¬ 
tions at Stourhsad gardens 
in Wtshirs are bsUsvsd to 
have sparked off a ssriss of 
UFO spotting! by people liv- 
ing across SomsrBst 

People rang the Royal Naval 
Air Station at Yeovilton alter 
seeing the lights circling in the 
•ky, 

Donald Richarda, of Prospect 
Villas, Ditcbeat, c^ed out his 
neighbours on Tuesday night 
after wltneasing strange lights 
from his window. 

*There were bright lights 
just like dinner plates going 
round and round In s circle 
sod it lasted 20 minutes,” said 
Mr Richarda. 

”1 thought it was s shooting 
star. There were half a dozen 
lights going around and 
around,” he added. 

Mr Richards took photo¬ 
graphs of the lights, but the 
mystery deepened when the 
film was found to be blank 
when developed. 

Hit neighbour, Yvonne 
White, described the objects as 
round bulb-shsped lights boun¬ 
cing around in the sky. 

"It was most peculiar - I 
have never seen anything like 
it before. It was big balls of 
white substance,” she added. 

But Mr Richards discovered 
on Monday the possible source 
of the lights - the searchlights 
above Stourhead which beam 
two miles into the sky. 

South West regional UFO in¬ 
vestigator Richard Tarr said; 


Mr Donal4 Richards shows where he saw ‘UFOs' from 
his garden in Ditcheat. 


"Since TV^dsy many people 
have been reportWig white orbs 
of light, usually moving in a fig¬ 
ure of eight," 

He sddod that there had 
boon a rvcvirt buret of UFO ac¬ 
tivity in the Bristol .area fol¬ 
lowed by complex crop 
fcrtwaWoos. 

Mr Terr many wilnca- 
sea had seen the lights move 


over their heada, which would 
rule out the searchlight theory. 

And he said a number of 
people living in Bristol had re¬ 
ported seeing groups of alien 
beings in the city. 

They were described as 
“nearly four feet tall, white- 
grey, with large heads and al¬ 
mond-shaped eyes." 































































COUNTRY and Wastarn singar 
Danny Endaraan aaya sllky-furrad 
apaca allana ara halping him writa 
muale and lyriaa about UFOa. 

Danny, who lives in Oak Flats 
(NSW), claims the helpful human¬ 
oids have taken him on several 
starship trips during which they 
showed him remote planets and 
filled his head with ideas for songs. 

One obliging ET even cured 
Danny's dog. Sam, of arthritis. 

"Allens have been in contact with 
me for much of my life, *' the 49-year- 
old entertainer told me. 

"The visits began when I was a 
kid, Uvlng at Mt Keira (NSW). 
Sometimes, when I was playing 
outside, I’d suddenly be surrounded 
by a red mist. It would glue me to the 
ground for minutes at a time and I’d 
be unable to move. 

"When I told my dad, who was a 
miner, he said I had too much 
imagination. But I came to realise I 
was in touch with cosmic beings. 

‘"niey began speaking to me. 
inside my head, as I lay in bed at 
night, telling me not to be scared as 
they were my friends. When I reach¬ 
ed adolescence, the visits stopped. 

But then. In 1971, everything started 
up again in a major way. 

"One night I was lying wide¬ 
awake in bed when a red whirl of 
light seemed to explode from the 
wall toward me. 

"1 felt myself being sucked 
upward at great speed, then found 
myself in a huge room whose walls 
were banked with instrument 
panels. Disco-type lights were flash¬ 
ing all around me. 

"I was standing there, scared out 
of my wits, when a being, about 
seven feet (213cm) tall, in a skull 
cap and greenish costume entered. 

Without moving his lips, he told me 
to sit in a very strange kind of a 
chair. Then he placed his 
hand over my eyes, and ‘ ** 

pressed so hard that it |K 
hurt. Wf 

"Before long, though. W 
the pain gave way to a ^ 
beautiful, peaceful feel¬ 
ing and I knew I never 
wanted to leave that 
place. A moment later. I \ 
was back in bed. 

‘"rhe clock on the t ^ 
dresser was so loud I had 
to pull the pillow over my ^ 
head to deaden the noise. ^ Aliens "pos 

"'The pUlowsIlp’s con- for a picture, 
tact wl^ my skin was 
agonising. I went and looked in the 
bathroom mirror and was shocked 
to see that my face was blazing red 
and swollen. 

"I began to cry uncontrollably. 

But I wasn’t angry about whatever 
they’d done to me. Instead I felt 
humble, to be somehow connected 
with beings full of love and peace. 

"Next day, under the shower, I 
noticed two marks on my chest that 
hadn’t been there before. 'They 
iooked like Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

I’ve never worked out what they 


•k Musician Danny Endersen with a painting of one of his aliens. 


mean and the aliens won’t tell me.’’ 

Subsequent space journeys were 
pleasanter. Danny recalls. 

"'There was no physical pain," he 
says. "Instead, I was put through 
what seemed to be an accelerated 
learning process. 

"I was introduced to a vast range 
of beings — some insect-like, some 
egg-shaped and others tall and 
covered with beautiful long silky 
hair, which they allowed me to 
stroke. Once they even showed me 
^ €Ln abduction. 

*' "They snatched a 

A1 woman from a tribe liv- 
^ ing on a barren, rocky 
planet they called 
Monta. One of the silky 
beings explained that 
they planned to remove 
the hatred and ag- 
^ gression from the 
-—woman’s mind. They 
—^ dragged her, screaming 
and kicking, to an oper- 
ating table, where they 
"Dosed" ^ suction de- 

vif'n h<»r 


ture ^ forehead. 

"Her expression was 
mild and peaceful when they re¬ 
turned her to the planetary sur¬ 
face. The aliens told me she 
wouldn’t be making any more 
trouble for her people. 

"During those voyages, the 
aliens talked to me for a long time, 
telling me how sad they felt about 
our cruelty to animals and the 
destruction of our planet. 

"They sang and played gentle 
music to me and asked me to go 
home and turn it into songs, which 
I’ve been happy to do. 


"'The space beings have turned 
my life around, opening my mind to 
subjects I’d never even thought 
about before. And they’re also 
capable of tremendous kindness. 

"My old dog, Sam, was crippled 
with arthritis. He’d yelp with pain 
if anyone i>atted him. Much as I 
loved him, I knew he’d have to be 
put down. 

"'Then, one afternoon, while I 
was hosing the garden, I saw a 
mantis-like creature, about 60cm 
tall, coming out of 
Sam’s shed. it 

"The big insect snapp- 
ed out of view like a light 
going off and I rushed 
into the shed to make 
sure Sam was all right. 

"He was more than 
OK. His coat was sud¬ 
denly glossy and his 
eyes were brighter than 
they’d been for years. 

From that day, the ar- 
thrltis has never 
troubled him.’’ k He say: 

Danny says the aliens’ on Stan 
behavior often puzzles 
him. "One night, about six months 
ago, I heard a strange noise in the 
backyard,’’ he says. ‘"There was a 
squealing, like a small animal 
being killed, then the flapping of 
large wings. 

"I went out with my cousin, VI, to 
Investigate, but could see nothing. 
Next morning, however, we found a 
sticky, brownish-yellow substance 
smeared all over the walls of the 
house. Nothing would remove the 
ugly stuff. But when we looked 
again next morning, it had van¬ 


SHARE your oxporloneo — havo you: 

• SpotM or p tioto gr ophod a UF07 

• Droamod tha future? 

o Soon or lioard a ghoot? 

If you’vo had any kind of 
supornormal oxporloneo, John 
PInknoy wants to hoar from you. 
Ploaso ondooo a photo of yoursolf 
whoro poasIMo. Writo to John at 
POST, QPO Box 501 H, Molboumo, 
3001. 


ished completely.’’ 

Hanging on Danny’s walls are 
paintings of aliens and their 
spacecraft which, he says, "posed 
to have their pictures painted’’. 

'"The space people have changed 
my life in a very positive way,’’ 

_ says Danny. '"They’re 

3HII not only helping me 
write some great songs, 
but they’re also protect- 
- '^^I**^* ing me and my home. 

"I’m just one of thou¬ 
sands of people around 
the world that they’re 
using as a channel to 
- M spread their message. ’ ’ 
Below is song Danny 
says he wrote with the 
help of aliens: 


k He says he’s been 
on starship trips. 


te’s been UFO, / hear you calling:, 
p trips. UFO, when night is tail- 
ing. 

UFO, bring my baby to me. 

Way up high in the galaxy 
Ckfmes a spaceship from afar. 
They look Just like you and me — 
So don*t be ahraid; Just let them be. 
UFO, I bear you calling, 

UFO, when night Is tolling. UFO, 
bring my baby to me. 

I have a lover from outer space 
With golden hair and a beautiful 
face. 

She visits sometimes at night 
And we make love till the morning 
light. 


Men from space here on earth? 


DK James McDonald, senior phy¬ 
sicist, Institute of Atmospheric 
Physics, University of Arizona, 
speaking on the subject of extra¬ 
terrestrial vehicles, said “There 
are certain patterns that suggest 
the UFOs are engaged in some¬ 
thing of the nature of reconnais¬ 
sance. I regard this as the 
number one problem before sci¬ 
ence.” 

In the Nato top secret re- 
port.The Assessment, which has 
now been leaked, it reported that 
> some of the'aliens’looked totally 
human- which caused intense 
concern as any of them could in¬ 
filtrate Nato HQ and no- one 
would know the difference be- 
' tween them; this actually did 
happen on some occasions. 

The report also concluded that 
if they were hostile they could 
take over the earth, but they 
‘appeared to be peaceful' and 
that 'they are unfolding a plan to 


gradually increase contact with 
us before landing for meetings.’ 
This, I believe, is what the huge 
increase in crop circles, picto- 
grams, insectograms, etc, is all 
abouL 

On January 16, 1990, the Rus¬ 
sian destroyer Vladimir Voro¬ 
byev, a 9,000- tonne ship, off the 
port of Vladivostok was involved 
in a UFO event when a 30R long 

‘cylinder’ rose slowly out of the 
sea with no sound. 

Capt Nikolai Petrov, her com- 
manaer, reported to naval au¬ 
thorities he had found evidence 
of an underwater base manned 
by aliens from outer space. Capt 
Petrov submitted a 160 page re¬ 
port of six more UFO encounters 
in a 20 squ^^re mile area in the 
Sea of Japan, to a sp^ial scienti¬ 
fic commission appointed by the 
Soviet government to investigate 
UFOs. In this report he also de¬ 


scribed a 600ft mother ship 
which he stated is the home in 
space for the underwater UFOs. 

A Soviet exploration vessel 
near the Kamchatka Peninsula 
had her hull actually scraped by 
a UFO when it emerged from the 
sea. Dr Boris Azha^a. head of 
the special UFO commission sta¬ 
ted: “The ship got quite a jolt as 
the spacecraft emerged. There 
was no damage to the ship or to 
its expensive electronic equip¬ 
ment, although everybody 
aboard was shalcen up. The re¬ 
cord of the incident was signed 
by the captain, every member of 
his crew and all 200 members of 
the scientific expedition aboard ” 

In 1989 I had the pleasure of 
talking with a famous Soviet 
para-psychologist, Dr Barbara 
Ivanova, whilet she was on a 
visit to this country. In her book 
The Gold Chalice, which she 


kindly agreed I could quote from, 
she states: “In 1975 at the.Theor- 
etical Conference, Man and Cos¬ 
mos, held at the Lomonossov 
Moscow University, 1 ^ke at 
the section Problems of Contacts 
with extraterrestrial Civilisa¬ 
tions, where I postulated that 
now, at our low technical level, 
our planet can establish the con¬ 
tact only in a parapsychological 
way. 

“ It is possible that representa¬ 
tives of some civilisations from 
other planets, perhaps from 
many of them, are here among 
us already. Perhaps they are - 
and have been for a long time - 
in constant contact with many 
people and ‘interfere’ positively 
in some areas of the scientific 
and social life of our planet 
through different means.” 

Marilyn Preston Evans 


UFO In Hungary 

BUDAPEST (Reuter)-A saucer- 
shaped UFO escorted a truck driver 
to his home in northeast Hungary 
and “peeped” through the curtains, 
the Hungarian MTI news agency 
reported on Monday. 

Driver Zoltan Bartus and a 
companion said they noticed the 
luminous object as big as a full moon 
following their truck near the village 
of Szecsenyfelfalu early on Saturday. 

They climbed into Bartus’s house 
through the back window, hoping to 
shake the UFO, which shone a 
green beam into the room. 

Bartus’s family said that as 
neighborhood dogs howled, the 
UFO turned into a cigar-shaped ob¬ 
ject escorted by two smaller lights 
and disappeared. 

CR: Y. Matsumura *j0 
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From saucers to circles 



By Tamsin Curtis 


FLYING SAUCERS and strange lights in the sky are nothing new to 
UFO enthusiast Margaret Fry — she’s been investigating them for 46 


Top UFO detective looks 
at a recent phenomenon 


years. 

And recently Mrs Fry of Frys 
Croft, Parc Aelas, Llangemyw, has 
started investigating crop circles 
after two were spotted in Mochdre 
this summer. 

She was deluged with so many calls 
from people interested in the local crop 
circles she organised a talk at the vil¬ 
lage school last weekend. 

"I could never have squeezed 
everyone into my living room so I had a 
word with the headmaster and he said I 
could use the school.*' 

There are a number of theories to ex¬ 
plain how the circles appear, which in¬ 
clude wind vortices, soil fungi, UFO 
landing sites, and activity in ley lines, but 
Mrs Fry isn’t entirely convinced what 
causes them. 

“Your guess is as good as mine,” she 
said. 

Mrs Fry saw her first UFO in 1955 
and she's been spotting them ever since. 

“My son and I were with the family 
doctor in his car when it kept stalling. 
After three quarters of a mile it even¬ 
tually stopped and a silver thing about 45 
feet in diameter whoosed over the top of 
us. 

"At one stage I thought it was going 


A circle appeared in a field in Mochdre in September. 


Mrs Margaret Fry has been studying UFO movements for 46 years 


to land on us, but it passed overhead and 
was still for five minutes before it went 
off again. 

*‘I got out of the car to watch. On the 
under side I could see three ball bearing 
wheels. It was quite extraordinary. My 
son who was eight and a half at the time 
remembers it vividly too.” 

She became a member of the British 
UFO Research Association (BUFORA) 
and presently she is their regional inves¬ 
tigator for North Wales. Merseyside, and 
the Wirral, and their senior investigator 
for Wales. 


'T’ve had 40 sightings. If I can say this 
then other people can say what they have 
seen and the more people that do the 
better. People shouldn't be secretive 
about it.” 

Mrs Fry is kept busy investigating 
sightings, giving speeches, and attending 
conferences, but still finds time to take 
care of her disabled husband Ron, 54. 

She says anyone interested in UFOs 
should contact BUFORA, or Contact 
International, who produce magasines 
and books on the subject regularly. 

Crop circle enthusiasts will find it 


useful contacting the Centre for Crop 
Circle Studies (CCCS) who also publish 
literature regularly. Libraries are also an 
invaluable source of information. 

"If anyone sees a UFO they should 
report it to the police straightaway. 
Sightings shouldn't go unreport^.” 

Mrs Fry says she is happy to hear 
from anyone who is interested in the sub¬ 
jects, and will gladly point them in the 
right direction. 

She can be reached on Llangemyw 
537 from the beginning of November as 
she will be at a Scottish UFO conference 
until then. 


■a 

o 




UFO sucks! 

GREEN light flooded the cabin of a 
Queensland man’s car when a cir¬ 
cular craft attached itself to the 
roof. 

Seconds later, the craft sucked 
the driver's sunglasses out of the 
window. 

"It happened in 1970," says 
Jeffrey Spiro, Sunshine Coast 
sightings co-ordinator for 
Queensland’s UFO research organ¬ 
isation. "The man. whom we’ve 
interviewed, was driving an old 
Humber Hawk along Kawana 
Road. 

"Suddenly, the radio program to 
which he was listening was 
drowned in static. Then he became 
aware that a circular craft was 
hovering above the car. 

"Before he could accelerate, the 
object had attached Itself to the 
roof. He reports that there was 
sudden, tremendous suction. 

"Everything In the car that 
wasn’t bolted down — sunglasses, 
papers, a coat — were dragged 
through the open window. It was as 
if they were being drawn Into a 
whirlpool. 

"Simultaneously, the witness 
reports, the cabin was filled with 
bright green light. Strangely, the 
light seemed to seep right through 
the car’s steel roof. 

"This man regarded his experi¬ 
ence as so fantastic that he said 
nothing about it for 20 years. It was 
only after reading about similar 
cases that he decided to speak to 
us. 

"We suspect that there may be 
some 'missing time’ Involved In 
this Incident — time In which the 
man'might have been lifted into the 
craft." 

• InvestigHton say this Incident 
resembles the 1988 case in which a 
UFX) allegedly tried to lift the 
Knowles family’s car from an 
outback highway. 

Mrs Knowles also referred to 
*‘suction” on her speeding sedan. 
When she reached out of tite car’s 
window, she feit “something 
rubbery” adhering to the steel roof. 
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SHARE your •xporlonc* — havo you: 

• Spottod or photoflraphod a UFO? 
o Draamod tha futura? 

• Soon or hoard a ghoot? 

if you’va had any kind of 
auparnormal axporianca, John 
PInknay wants to hoar from you. 
Plaaao anclooa a photo of youraaH 
wtiora poaalblo. Writ# to John at 
POST, GPO Box SOI H, Malbourna, 
3001 . 


Riddle of droning 
red and green UFO 

By Steve Anderson I , v ■' 



SKY SEARCH: Mrs Liz Ibbotson of Granga Farm, Sancton, naar Markat Waighton, 
aearchaa tha akiaa with har youngest daughter, Nicola, for another sighting of the 
UFO. 


NEWS REPORTER 

AIR irafnc controllers arc baffled by 
reports of u multi-coloured UFO 
buzzing a larnihouse and tcrrilVtng a 
woman as she went to bod. 

Housewife Liz Ibbotson and her eldest 
daughter. Fiona, .claim that the mystery 
object darted low across the night sky 
before shooting straight towards their 
home. 

The cross-shaped object, which appeared 
to be red, green and while, disappeared from 
view after hovering for about four minutes 
over farmland. 

StalTat civilian and niililary airfields in tlic 
region arc unable lo account for the sighting. 

And Mrs Ibbotson said she was convinced 
(here was no straightforward explanation. 

"I was absolutely pcirified and at a complete 
loss to explain what it was.” said Mrs Ibbotson 
(39). of Grange Farm. Sancton. 

“This was no aircraft or a saucer-shaped craft 
and I've always been sceptical about such things 
in the past. 

“But, although Fiona thought it was fantas¬ 
tic. I was very frightened. I just don’t know 
what it could have been. 

”l would love to hear that someone else had 
seen the same thing wc did.” 

r<-^- 

/ HZ5 ibsolulely peiriried and 
at a complete loss to explain 
nhat it Has. 

Liz Ibbotson 

Housewife 

- f-’ 


Mrs Ibbotson was in her bedroom when 
Fiona. (18). a receptionist at the Londcsbor- 
ough Arms Hotel in Market Weighton. told her 
to look out of the window. 

“It was about 11.30pm and a very clear night, 
with lots of shooting stars.” she said. 

”Wc saw this green and red light which we 
thought was a plane at first. But then a bright 
light came straight at us at a fantastic speed, 
“We rushed outside into the yard and saw 
this white light hover above the field at about 
the height of a pylon. After a few minutes, (he 
light appeared to dim and the object, again red 


and green, tlcw off. 

“The only sound we heard was a soft drone, 
nothing like that of an aircraft.” 

Humberside airport, which doses down at 
10pm. could not account for the UFO. And a 
spokeswoman at one of the region’s principal 
RAF bases, Leeming in North Yorkshire, said 
none of its aircraft had been flying at the time. 

”ln any case. 1 can’t think of any craft that 
matches this description.” she added. “And 
something very low would not be picked up on 
radar.” 
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RGIT student tells of mystery 
silver UFO seen over Deeside 


AN Aberdeen student last 
night told about seeing a mys¬ 
tery silver flying object over 
Cults. 

Mr Fergus Archibald (19). 
North Deeside Road, 
contacted the Press and 
Journal after reading about a 
Forfar woman’s similar sighting 
on Saturday, October 5. 

KGIT mathematics student 
Mr Archibald was in his garden 


□ IAN FORSYTH 


on Monday. September 30, 
when he saw a pill-shaped 
object in the sky at 4.20pm. 

“It was at least l(X)0ft away 
and at least 1000ft up and 1 saw 
it for about four minutes. 

“1 didn't think it was a plane 
because there was no noise I 
thought it was a weather bal¬ 


loon, but 1 dismissed that be¬ 
cause it wasn’t fluctuating or 
deviating from its course.” 

Mr Archibald said it 
appeared to be going side-on to 
the wind. 

He made an attempt to 
follow the object’s course, but 
lost sight of it when the sky 
clouded over. 

“I’m mystified as to what it 
was,** |>e added. 
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Reported sightii^s of Vu^n Mary span the globe 


By Dante C. Btecfcfbnl 

Iksfkiich Religiun Reponer 

She might have ascended int(i 
heaven, but sc^me people believe the 
Virgin Mary visits Earth. 

Stwne claim they’ve seen her im¬ 
age near a Youngstown-area reli¬ 
gious shrine, in a suburban C'hicago 
cemetery and in a myriad places 
across the United States and around 
the ^obe. 

Science and logic might debunk 
such sightings, known as Marian ap- 
pantions, as simply not possible. 

But secular disciplines can’t al¬ 
ways explain things linked to a reli¬ 
gious faith, such as Roman Catholi¬ 
cism, that allows for the possibility of 
miradcs. 

*it’s all a question of the laws of 
nature," said Madden, professor 
of theology at Ohio Dominican Col¬ 
lege. “A thcistic view of reality is 
(that) nature is not a closed system. 
There’s always the pos.slbility that 
G<.kJ wtH intervene." 

Some people believe interven¬ 
tion by the Virgin Mary is taking 
place at the Society of St. Paul shnne 
in Ellsworth, Ohio, 10 miles south¬ 
west of Youngstown. 

Since early June, several phe- 
rKimena, including images of the Vir¬ 
gin Mary and sightings of the sun 
spinning and pulsating, have been 
reported at the shrine. 

I believe there is a miracle 
taking place out there," said Virginia 
Yaizco. 49, of Struthers, Ohio, who 
visits the shrine weekly to pray. “I 
haven’t seen the Blessed Mother, but 
1 have seen the sun pulsating. Our 
Lord works in mysterious ways.’’ 

The Rev. Jeffrey Mickler, 
Spokesman for the society, said un¬ 
founded claims that miracles would 
occur at the shrine on artain days 
contributed to the society’s conclu¬ 
sion that “nothing supernatural is 
happening on our property or on our 
grounds.” 

The Catholic Diocese of 
Youngstown hasn’t taken formal ac¬ 
tion on the reported apparitions, said 
Jean Nero, the diocese’s director of 
media and public relations. 

Estimates are that thousands of 
Marian apparitions have been re- 
|x»ricd throughout the world since 
ihc Virgin Mary died nearly 2.IHH) 
vears ago. 


Such reports include everything 
frt>in sightings of the Virgin Mary- 
herself and claims about statues 
weeping to such phenomena as the 
sun spinning and pulsating and rosa¬ 
ries changing color. 

Jesus Christ supposedly has 
made appearana-s as well. Reports 
include that his image shenved up on 
the side of a yiybean oil tank in 
h^vioria. Ohio, as well as in a forkful 
of spaghetti on an Atlania-area bill¬ 
board. 

An authentic apparition is not 
simply a subjective interpretation of 
an event, says the bcx)k The Diction¬ 
ary of Mary. "Behold Your M(^her, ” 
but “results from a real, ‘objective.’ 
intervention of a higher ptwer which 
enables the beneficiary to make true 
contact with the being that appears 
and makes Itself known.” 

Sometimes, though, the reports 
are questionable. 

For example, an article in the 
August U S. Catludk magazine, citing 
the bcx)k A iVonuin ('Ifflhcd Wf/A the 
.Sun. siiys the Virgin Mary “seems to 
drop in only on Catholics.'' 

The article and other writings 
also note that some reported Marian 
apparitions seem linked to events of 
the day. such as strife or s(xial ills. 
Strong desires to have the Virgin 
Mary offer help for such problems 
might cause people to think she actu¬ 
ally has visited. 

Also, different accounts note, 
Marian apparitions sometimes arc 
reported only after a priest or other 
church leader tells a person that's 
what they saw or experienced. 

One of the greatest skeptics of 
such reports is the Roman Catholic 
Church, 

Since 1830. only a handful ol 
reported apparitions of the Virgin 
Mary have been authenticated by the 
church. These occurred ai seven sites 
in three European amniries — Bel¬ 
gium. Frana’ and P(Ulugal. 

it is up to the bishop of the 
diocese where an apparition is re¬ 
ported to rule on its authenticity. 

C’ritcria used were updated in a 
197S “confidential diK'ument” of the 
Vatican's Congregation of the Faith, 
said the Rev. Rcnc I aurentin of 
France, who has (aught at the Uni- 
versitv ol Dayton's International 
Malian Research Institute. 

The criteria include whether 


enough information about an appari¬ 
tion has been provided, if it c<aiforms 
with faith and morals and whether it 
Iciids jxopic to Ci(xl. Laurentin wrote 
in his NKik The .ippiinnons of the 
Blessed I h^^ui Man ItKlay. 

I'hc seven places where authen¬ 
tic appiirilions arc siiid U) have in¬ 
curred include two well-known 
shrines — lA)urdes in France, where 
re[X)rls date to Ib.sS, and Fatima in 
Portugal, where apparitions suppo¬ 
sedly occurred in 1917, says the b(x)k 
Mother of Jesus. 

Fatima is attracting amsiderable 
interest given recent changes in the 
Soviet Union. Some believe the Vir¬ 
gin Mary referred to the fall of wm- 
munism when she reportedly ap¬ 
peared to three children there more 
than 70 years ago. 

Perhaps the most well-known 
modern-day apparitions, siiid to oc¬ 
cur in the Mcdjugorje parish in Yu¬ 
goslavia beginning in 1981. have not 
been authenticated by the church. 

'On the basis of studies that 
iiavc Ix'cn made to this moment, it 


cannot be confirmed that supernatu¬ 
ral apparitions and revelations arc 
occurring here, " the Yugoslavian 
bishops conference siiid in Novem¬ 
ber. reported ('atholic News Service. 

Numerous U.S. apparitions have 
been dismissed lor failing to meet the 
established criteria. 

These include reports from a 
wmnan in Baysidc. N.Y., who said 
she received mcs.vigcs from the Vir¬ 
gin Mary Iscginning in 1975 that an 
impostor had been substituted for 
Pope Paul VI, 

Still, a tape-recorded message 
that can be heard by calling 1-800- 
882-Mar\ (6279) s;iys that “in recent 
times the Virgin Mary has been ap¬ 
pearing at the sacred grounds of 
Bayside. New York, with an urgent 
message for the world.” 

Messages from the Virgin Mary 
reportedly received by parishioners 
of a church in Lubbock. Texas, in 
1988. also were dismissed. 

“Some of the mes.sages ,.. por¬ 
tray an angry GvkI in language that is 
strident, affected and makes one 


question the claim to divine inspira¬ 
tion,' " said a report from a study, 
detailed in the Nov. 3, 1988. Origins 
magazine, published by Catholic 
News Service. 

Among things studied were re¬ 
ports that the sun was spinning and 
pulsating, that people a)uld \ook at 
(he sun for a considerable amount of 
lime without damaging their eyes, 
that rosaries changed color and that 
people were healed of illnes.ses, said 
the article. “Statement on ‘Rosary 
Messages’ in LAibbtxrk." 

“The limited phenomena we 
have been able to examine with suffi¬ 
cient analysis admit of natural expla¬ 
nations,’’ the report says. 

In Hillside, III., outside Chicago, 
the Archdiocese of Chicago says it 
has no evidence about Marian appa¬ 
ritions believed to have occurred at a 
cemetery. 

“The Catholic Church pnxxieds 
very cautiously in matters concerning 
purported apparitions or visions.” 
the archdiocese said in a July 26 
statement. “The Church remains 
open to the possibility of supernatu¬ 
ral occurrences; however, it would 
first presume natural causes to ex¬ 
plain such reports." 

Even if reported apparitions 
aren't authenticated, the claims still 
might prove positive, said the Rev. 
Frederick M. Jelly, who helped re¬ 
view the Lubbtx:k apparitions. 

“It can lead to a deepening of 
faith,” he said. 

At the same lime, the influence 
of even authenticated apparitions is 
considered limited, said Jelly, profes¬ 
sor of systematic theology at Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary in Maryland. 

Even when considering a place 
such as Lourdes, where healings have 
occurred, “that does not become a 
dogma, which, strictly speaking, is a 
part of our divine Catholic faith.” 
Jelly said. “These do not add any¬ 
thing new to Scripture or teachings 
which the Church is ba.sed upon.” 


Holy sightings 

Since 1830, apparitions of the Virgin Mary reported at seven sites 
have been authenticated by Roman Catholic Church representatives. 

RUEOUBAC (PAftiS, 1830-31) 

A woman studying to be a nun 
reports several visits by Mary. 

LA SALET7E (1846) 

Two shepherds, ages 11 and 
15. claim Mary visited them. 

LOURDES (1858) 

A girl, 14, claims to see 
Mary 18 times. 

PONmAIN {1871) 

Several children, ages 10 to 12. 
report seeing Mary in the sky. 

FAWRA (1917) 

Three children report six 
apparitions, including a solar 
phenomenon witnessed by 
thousands. . 

BEAURAiNG (1932-33) 
Five children, ages 9 to 15. see Mary 33 times. 



BANNEUX (1933) 
A 12-year-old girl claims she saw Mary several times. 


Sources: Mother of Jesus. Mary In Faith and Life in the 
New Age of the Church. The Catholic Encyclopedia. 
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‘Philadelphia Experimenf: hoax 
or a scientific breakthrough 


In the late IWOs, a movie was 
made abont a i;.S. ship and her 
crew that were mystertonsly 
transported from one stateside 
port to another during a bizarre 
experiment Involving magnetic 
teleportation. 

Few people realized that “The 
Philadelphia Experiment,” which 
went on to become a smash hit that 
year and remains a favorite on the 
videocassette market, was based on a 
real-life experiment conducted by the 
navy during World War 11. 

Knowledge about the strange 
event first came to light In 1956 when 
Maurice K. Jessup, astronomer and 
noted researcher of unidentified 
flying objects, received a letter from 
a man identifying himself as Carlos 
M. Allende. Allende claimed to have 
witnessed the astonishing experiment 
that supposedly sent the USS Andrew 
Fursenth from its dock in 
Philadelphia to the Norfolk-Newport 
News area in a matter of seconds. 

Lost men 

Allende also indicated that some of 
the crewmen aboard the ship had 
been lost along the way — that is, all 
or part of their bodies had failed to 
materialize upon completion of the 
experiment. Even some of those who 
survived were "mad as hatters," 
according to Allende. 
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Allende also indicated 
that some of the 
crewmen aboard the 
ship had been lost along 
the way — that is, all or 
part of their bodies had 
failed to materialize 
upon completion of the 
experiment. Even some 
of those who survived 
were ‘ ‘mad as hatters, ’' 
according to Allende. 


Apparently the crewmen’s ordeal 
didn't end with the experiment. In his 
letter, Allende indicated that months 
and even years after the event, men 
would “go blank” or occasionally fade 


out only to reappear elsewhere 

After reading the letter, Jessup did 
what any good scientific investigator 
would have — he went straight to the 
Office of Naval Research to get to 
the bottom of the report The Navy 
promptly denied knowledge of the 
story and insisted it had never 
conducted experiments in 
teleportation. 

Cryptic references 

Unknown to Jessup at the time, the 
government had also received a 
letter from the man purporting to be 
Allende. Among other things, the 
letter contained cryptic references to 
space research, UFOs and 
extraterrestrial intelligence. It made 
rambling charges that the 
government was deliberately 
covering up its own investigation in 
those areas. 

With the letter was sent a copy of 
Jessup’s newest book, “The Case for 
the UFO,” and the bizarre story of 
the Philadelphia Experiment. 
According to Allende, Jessup had 
some sort of "special or secret 
knowledge of UFOs and life beyond 
the Earth ” 

In all likelihood, Allende would 
have been dismissed as a crackpot 
and the mystery of the Philadelphia 
Experiment would have ended there 
had not a single tragic event 
occurred on April 29, 1959. That was 
when a Florida highway patrolman 
discovered Jessup’s body slumped 
over his car’s steering wheel in a 
Dade County park. 

The authorities ruled it a suicide. 


Friends of Jessup tliought otherwise. 
Some insisted he had been murdered 
because he luiew too much about 
governmental secrets — including 
the ill-fated Philadelphia 
Experiment. 

Even today, more than three 
decades later, there are those who 
claim Jessup’s information was 
correct and that he was about to go 
public when he died 

Governmental secret 

Was the scientist on the verge of 
exposing some dark governmental 
secret when he died? If so, was he 
murdered? 

These questions occasionally pop 
up In books, documentaries and 
lectures about UFOs and alleged 
government conspiracies to suppress 
information about the subject The 
Allende letters are referred to often, 
as is the Air Force’s abrupt decision 
to suspend its investigation of UFOs 
in 1969 

Several years after Jessup’s death, 
a man claiming to be the real Carlos 
Allende confessed he had made the 
whole story up. In a speech in 
Tucson, Ariz., the man said he had 
only wanted to teach Jessup a lesson 
because the scientist’s writings about 
UFOs “scared me.” 

Later, the man claiming to be 
Allende tried to retract his 
confession. T.hose who heard the 
speech later described him as a 
harmless eccentric, perhaps an 
impostor, whose wild theories could 
not be taker, seriously. 

Was this man the real C.-.rlos 


Allende? Or was he a government 
"fill-in” as some investigators of the 
Philadelphia Experiment mamtain? 

Other pieces of the puzzle remain 
missing as well. In his original letter 
to Jessup, Allende said that at least 
one newspaper had run a story on the 
Philadelphia Experiment. However, 
efforts to locate the missing story 
have been unsuccessful 


EXPRESS-NEWS, San Antonio, 
TX - Dec. 3, 1991 
CR: E. Martin 
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POST, Denver, CO - Nov. 22, 



TTw Denver Po«t / J«rry Cl*v«land 


HOLY VI8IONT Thereta Lopez claims to have 
seen apparitions of the Virgin Mary at the Mother Ca- 
brtni Shrine west of Denver. Hearing the report, many 
people have been going to the shrine. 

Vision claim 
draws crowd 
to shrine 

By Virginia Culver 

Denver Post Rel^lon Writer 

A Douglas County woman's claim to 
have seen two apparitions of the Virgin 
Mary on a hillside west of Denver has re¬ 
portedly prompted thousands of believan 
to visit the site. 

Theresa Lopez said she saw Mary near 
the Mother Cabrini shrine on Oct. 13 and 
again on Nov. 10, when Mary offered her a 
verbal message for the world. At the end 
of the five-to-lO-minute appearance, the 
Virgin opened her arms, walked toward 
Lopez and kissed her on the forehead, Lo¬ 
pez said in an interview yesterday. 

Lopez said she replied. "1 love you.” A 
light then enclosed Mary and she disap¬ 
peared, the woman said. 

Officials at the Denver Archdiocese said 
they have only heard rumors of the appa¬ 
ritions and have not investigated the au¬ 
thenticity of Lopez’s claims. At least two 
Denver-area priests have warned their 
congregations from the pulpit not to be¬ 
lieve the reported sightings. 

Lopez, a mother of three, said other 
mothers have since told her they have also 
seen Mary. She produced photos she said 
friends had taken of the apparition The 
Denver Post decided not to publish those 
photos pending verification by experts. 

Editor Gil Spencer said yesterday. 


TIMES HERALD, Dallas, TX - Nov. 23, 1991 


CR: E. 

Rural animal 
deaths feared 
work of cult 

By Julie Lyons _ 

OF THE TIMES HERALD STAFF 


Fresh remains of a calf and 
several dismembered deer found 
in Parker County may be results 
of cult rituals, authorities said 
Friday. 

They were among remains of 
at least 800 airimals discovered in 
three secluded rural sites be¬ 
tween Weatherford and Azle, 
said Reed Young, an investigator 
for the Tarrant County Humane 
Society. 

Most of the animals were 
young goats and sheep, he said. 
Chickens and turkeys also were 
found. 

The most bizarre fmd was a 
freshly killed calf — its sexual 
organs, tongue and an eye neatly 
removed — lying submerged in a 
shallow creek near the partial re¬ 
mains of several deer, Young 
said. 

One deer “had been gutted but 
Edmost all the meat was left,” 
said Young, who was called by 
the landowner on Wednesday to 
examine the sites. “Its heart was 
gone, and the stomach had been 
removed and set up on a hill 
with several deer legs around it.” 

The sexual organs also had 
been removed from the deer car¬ 
cass, he added. 

Also found at the site were 
several beer cans — in good 
shape and still with a bit of beer 
in them — and a paint bucket 
containing less than a pint of 


Rager 

blood. Young estimated the re¬ 
mains had been there no longer 
than 48 hours. 

At two other sites in culverts. 
Young found animal carcasses in 
various states of decomposition. 
He estimated some goat skulls 
had been there about a month, 
while other remains were as 
much as a year old. On the fresh¬ 
er carcasses, he saw nothing ob¬ 
vious to indicate the animal’s 
cause of death. 

“It’s real mysterious,” he said. 
"1 don’t know what killed them.” 

Young said sheep, calves and 
young goats are significant in 
cult rituals, but no other signs of 
cult activity were found. 

The landowner, who doesn’t 
live on the property, found the 
sites Wednes^y and is “very up¬ 
set,” Young said. 

Authorities, worried about pos¬ 
sible water contamination, are 
trying to determine where the 
creek leads. “With dead animals 
in the water, you’re talking about 
disease,” Young said. “There’s no 
doubt other animals drink out of 
the creek.” 

Police said tests will be con¬ 
ducted to determine how some of 
the animals died. Until the re¬ 
sults are known or the investiga¬ 
tion turns up new information, 
the carcasses remain a mystery. 

“We don’t know if they were 
diseased and dumped there or if 
somebody was moving and want¬ 
ed to get rid of their animals, or 
if there were satanic cults,” said 
Parker County Sheriff Ben 
Whiteman. “We ll look into all of 
that.” 

“We don’t know what’s going 
on,” Deputy Sheriff Allen Beadle 
added. “It’s all very strange.” 

Kns Mullen of the Times Herald staff con¬ 
tributed to this report. 
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Lopez, a longtime devout Catholic 
whose home is filled with religious memo¬ 
rabilia, said Mary was life-sized and 
standing on a gold pedestal. She was wear¬ 
ing a pink gown and a gold rosary dangled 
from her arm to the ground. On her head, 
Mary wore a veil and a gold crown, cover 
ed with sparkling lights. 

”1 first saw a very bright light, then the light 
opened and she appeared. 1 went to my knees, ” re¬ 
called Lopez. ’’She was so beautiful, with rosy 
cheeks and very, very deep blue eyes that just 
draw you in.” 

In both of Lopez's visions, Mary appeared down 
a small incline from the statue of Jesus at the Ca; 
brini shrine. The statue is visible for miles to driv¬ 
ers eastbound on Interstate 70. Lopez said she of¬ 
ten visits the shrine with her husband and three 
sons, ages 7 to 15. 

On the Nov. 10 visit, Lopez said Mary gave her 
the following message: "Dear Children, you are 
chosen by God to encourage others, to be a light for 
people in darkness. Keep the faith, fast and pray. 1 
come to save the world through you, dear children. 
Carry my Jesus in your heart. Great favors shall 
be rained upon you on my feast day. Gather in my 
presence for you, my children, are my angels.” 

She said she wrote the words down as soon as 
Mary vanished. 

Lopez’s husband. Jeff, and their children, were 
with her. Jeff Lopez said he didn’t see Mary but 
believes his wife. Theresa Lopez was totally oblivi¬ 
ous to those around her during the time she said 
Mary was there, Jeff Lopez said. 

Lopez said it was the eighth time Mary has ap¬ 
peared to her in the past 18 months. In addition to 
the apparitions at the shrine, Mary has appeared at 
her home and in church while Lopez was saying the 
rosary, she said. She believes Mary’s message is 
’’that peopie need to come back to God, that Satan 
has a rein on the world and people need to return to 
the basic virtues. We need to give up materialism 
and striving for success.” 

Lopez, 31, is a former manager of a Wendy’s res¬ 
taurant. She said she will return to the Cabrini 
shrine on Dec. 8, the feast day of the Immaculate 
Conception. She said Mary told her to visit the 
shrine on the second Sunday of each month. 

Word of the sightings has spread through the 
Catholic community and huge crowds have gather¬ 
ed at the shrine on alternate Sundays, recent visi¬ 
tors said. Many have arrived in wheelchairs, hop¬ 
ing for healings, one visitor said. 

Lopez said she has no idea why Mary appeared 
to her. "I’m a nobody. For me to receive messages 
from her is overwhelming.” 

But some people are skeptical. 

One priest, who asked not to be named, said such 
visions are ”a self-centered kind of thing. It’s like a 
spiritual form of winning the lottery. People grab 
at these kinds of things hoping they will have an¬ 
swers to all their problems. ” 

Archdiocese spokesman Robert Feeney said only 
a few reported sightings worldwide have ever been 
believed by the church. 


MORNING NEWS, Dallas, TX 
Nov. 23, 1991 CR: E. Rager 

Animal remains may be related to cult 

■ AZLE — The remains of at least 800 animals, 
mostly sheep and fowl, have been found in Parker 
County and may have been the result of cull activities, 
authorities said Friday. Sex organs, hearts and other 
internal organs were cut out of some of the animals, 
said Humane Society investigator Reed Young. The 
remains of a deer and a calf also were found. Mr. 
Young said the animals appear to have been killed 
from Thursday to six months ago. He said he suspects 
the site Is a dumping ground for the dead animals. 


OREGONIAN, Portland, OR - Dec. 8, 1991 CR: J. Morell 

You beast, you! 


This Big Foot fan is hot on the trail 
of his hairy, hidden hero 



The Oregonian/DOUG BEOHTEL 

Ray Crowe hopes to have a Big Foot all his own some day. 


By BILL DONAHUE _ 

Special writer. The Oregonian 

M eticulously displayed 
in a large glass show¬ 
case. the thin lock of 
hair is dull black, the 
color of asphalt. To 
the untrained eye. it is not dramatic. 
To Ray Crowe, however, it is a 
strand of magic from the forest; it is 
evidence. 

Crowe believes that this hair, 
which he plucked from a lofty snag 
in the Oregon woods, belongs to 
nothing less than a Big Foot, 

And then he paces through the 
basement of his North Portland 
bookstore, Ray’s Used Books, and 
points to several more scraps of evi¬ 
dence — a 20-inch hunk of feces, a 
few mangled sticks, and a plaster 
cast of a footprint that clearly was 
made by a large fellow not wearing 
Nikes. 

The basement collection consti¬ 
tutes a sort of Big Foot shrine — and 
it is only one testament to Crowe’s 
fixation on his favorite primate. Ear- 
Iv this year, the hulking merchan; 
acted on his burgeoning obsession 
with Sasquatch, and founded the 
Western Bigfoot Society. 


The group, which has about 25 
members, meets once a month in 
Crowe’s basement. Experts address 
the group from a lectern bearing the 
image of Sasquatch and intone about 
topics ranging from Big Foot’s nest¬ 
ing habits to the elusive primates of 
the Himalayas. 

But the bustling part of each ses¬ 
sion always comes after the talk. At 
a recent meeting, for instance, Datus 
Perry, a white-bearded farmer from 
Carson, Wash., turned on a tape. Out 
came the awful, muffled, roar of a 
Sasquatch on the rampage. He 
slouched nonchalantly through the 
worse-than-punk-rock recording, 
and then assured that he’d seen the 
mammoth primates lurking near his 
farm, again. 

"Yeah,” he said, “they dropped by 
my place and scooped up a couple of 
my mallard ducks. Those creatures 
come by so often that 1 get tired of 
crawling out of bed to chase them 
away.” 

Society members sometimes trek 
into the woods to study such claims. 
After all, says Crowe, their ultimate 
goal is to gamer evidence: to bring 
their hairy hero back from the for¬ 
est, alive. They haven’t seen much 
except a few footprints. But that, 


Crowe says, is to be expected. 

’’When you go with a group,” he 
says, ’’you’re distracted. When you 
go by yourself, however, that is 
when you find the stuff.” 

Crowe has spent the last 10 years 
making obscure discoveries in the 
bush. One time near Burns he found 
what he swears is the world’s only 
existing fossil of a hazelnut. Another 
time he found the jawbone of an 
oreodon, an ancient creature which 


is, more or less, the precursor of the 
pig. 

The prized and yellowing piece of 
bone sits on Crowe’s mantle. But it’s 
a token of past glory, and Crowe has 
larger things on his mind now. Like 
Big Foot. 

'Tm sure that that creature is out 
there, and 1 want to find him.” he 
says. Wouldn’t it be wonderful If we 
could display an actual Big Foot 
specimen right there in the base 
ment'’” 
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Bigfoot in Magalia? Professor wants solid 

evidence 


By Randy S. Foster 

Staff Writer 

Biefoot's come out of 20 years 
of hibernation in Butte County. 

Locals in the Magalia-Stirling 
City area said they spotted Big¬ 
foot this past summer running 
across a road in Magalia. 

"1 will be easily convinced," 
says Chico State University Pro¬ 
fessor and Bigfoot expert Turhon 
Murad, who incidentally doesn't 
believe Bigfoot exists. “All you 
have to do is bring me one.” 

No, not a photograph of Big¬ 
foot, not a plaster cast of a 
footprint. Not even an eyewitness 
account. 

Now, Murad will be swayed 
only by the genuine article, a 
living (or dead) specimen of Big¬ 
foot. 

Now, Murad seems to be a 
sensible, educated man. He's 
chairman of Chico State's anthro¬ 
pology department and is an ex¬ 
pert ui forensic anthropology — a 
sleuthy field in which animal 
remains, usually human, are ex¬ 
amined to determine identity and 
cause of death. 

He's respectable enough for 
Northern California law enforce¬ 
ment agencies, which have called 
on him to help solve some of 
their trickier homicide cases. 

Up to 1979, he also uught a 
summer-session class about Big¬ 
foot, a class that drew attention 
from the press. 

Murad researched Bigfoot, 


compiled photographs and "evi¬ 
dence," and assembled other in¬ 
formation in preparation for the 
class — not to sanction Bigfoot 
academically but "to debunk 
poor science." 

Murad's expertise is called on 
from time to time as Bigfoot 
sightings occur. 

As it happens. Bigfoot's sight¬ 
ing this past summer has. as a 
corollary, caused Murad to be¬ 
come a little more visible. 

He was the guest of radio 
station KPAY's lunchtime talk 
show answering Bigfoot ques¬ 
tions from callers. 

On S»t. 12, he gave a ulk at 
Chico State called, “Bigfoot; 
Alive and Well in Butte 
County?” 

His conclusion to the self¬ 
questioning title was, well, no. 

A faculty member went to the 
area of one summer Bigfoot 
sighting to seek footprints, but 
found none (granted, it had been 
a few days since the sighting, 
and weather could have erased 
the evidence). 

It's been awhile since Bigfoot 
was big news in Butte County. 

"1969 Was ’Year of the Sas- 
quatch' in Butte County," ban¬ 
nered an Enterprise-Record head¬ 
line in June 1970. 

Butte County Bigfoots were 
sighted seven times in 1969, 
mostly in the Oroville area. The 
sightings came shortly after a 
new movie, “Bigfoot; Fact or 
Fraud" was screened in Chico. 


Coincidence? 

In 1969, a man in the Butte 
Creek Canyon area claimed to 
have shot a Bigfoot. A few days 
later a cow wandered out of the 
hills with a bullet in its rump. 

Another sighting was recorded 
in 1975 by a 2D-year-old man 
attempting to explain why he 
drove into a tree on Cherokee 
Road near Thompson Flat Road. 

Folks are curious about Big¬ 
foot, also known as Sasquaten, 
Yeti, MoMo. 

The clipping file of E-R Big¬ 
foot stories is of average thick¬ 
ness, with most stories dating 
back before 1975. 

One story, quoting a Bigfoot 
hunter, proclairned Bigfoot would 
be captured alive within two 
years. That would be fine with 
Murad, but the prediction was 
made in 1969, and Bigfoot has 
still not been captured, alive or 
dead. 

Sightings of similar creatures 
have come from Eastern Europo, 
Africa, Southern Mexico, Ark^- 
sas, Missouri (MoMo stands for 
Missouri Monster) — just about 
everywhere in the world. 

"wherever we find prople we 
get reports of bipedal hairy man¬ 
like monsters," Murad said. 
“Heaven knows we see bipedal 
hairy man-like monsters every 
day in Butte County.” 

(Murad lumps w these crea¬ 
tures into a smgle category he 
calls “bipedal nair 
monsters.”) 


hairy man-like 


Northern California is a hotbed 
of Bigfoot sightings, especially in 
Trinity and Humboldt counties 
alone Highway 299. 

Willow Creek, on Highway 
299 in Humboldt County not far 
from the Trinity County line, is 
rich — or thick, depending on 
your perspective — with Bigfoot 
heritage. Willow Creek has an 
annual “Bigfoot Daze" (yep, 
that's how they spell it). Sculp¬ 
tures abound, as oo plaster casts 
of Bigfoot footprints, which local 
merchants will be glad to sell 
you. 

But Bigfoot has even been seen 
in Ventura. 

Those who've seen a Bigfoot 
say it smells awful. Footprints 
have ranged from 22-inches long 
to 13-incnes by 6-inches (the first 
Yeti footprint photographed, in 
1951 by a mountain climber). 

Murad has an evolutionary 
theory about where Bigfoot 
would come from, if it existed; 
Gigantopithecus, an 8-foot-tall, 
45D-pound ape-like creature 
whole fossils have been found in 
northern India and southern 
China, the same area where Yeti, 
or the Abominable Snowman, is 
said to exist. 

But Murad tends more to side 
with other explanations. 

Some of inese creatures may 
have been invented by parents as 
a tool to scare young children out 
of undesirable behavior — to 
stay, for example, out of the 
woods ’cause the bogyman’s 
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Life on other planets 


At Iasi i-auiu lIuTt* wen* some 
mo billion stars in the Milky Way. 
Suppose only one star in a thousand 
had planets temperate enough to 
create the conditions for life. That 
means there could be 100 million 
solar systems in the Milky Way like 
our own ... capable of supporting 
some form of life. 

Let's assume that only one in 
1,000 of those one hundred billion 
stars have planets in their 
ecosphere or life-supporting orbit. 
.And let's assume that in those 100 
million solar systems only one in 
1.000 are inhabited with some form 
.d' life. That leaves 100,000 solar 
systems in our Milky Way contain¬ 
ing life in some form. Suppose on¬ 
ly one in 1.000 of those contained 
human-like forms of life like ours. 
Even against those tremendous 
odds. 100 billion stars could pro¬ 
duce 1.000 solar systems like our 
own. with suns like our own ... 
1.000 civilizations. And many, or all 
of those 1.000 earths may have 
civilizations far more advanced 
than our own. 

Let's say only one in 1.000 have 


discovered earth. That's enougli for 
some people who point to unex- 
phuned twists in our evolutionary 
process and mysterious traces of a 
super civilization which they claim 
are the handiwork of visitors from 
outer space. 

Let's examine a smattering of 
the evidence. The earth's crust 
formed more than four billion years 
ago. yet science knows that man 
has existed only millions of years 
and only 7.000 years of our history 
has been recorded. A million years 
destroys every trace of metal, 
glass, plastic or pat»er. Yet even so. 
there remains stone ruins which 
tiefy explanation. 

The Terrace of Baalltek. north t>f 
Damascus, is a platform built of 
stone blocks up to e.A feet long and 
weighing 2.000 tons each. Ar¬ 
chaeologists have not laten able to 
explain how or why it was con¬ 
structed. but a Russian professor 
Ix'lieves it is the remains of a gigan- 
lii* airfield. 

Ancient cave drawings depict 
man-like figures with helmets and 
suits resembling modern 


astronauts. Photographs taken by 
Apollo 8 match ancient maps which 
show an aerial view of the earth. 
The accuracy of the Pin Reis maps, 
named for the Turkish admiral 
whose library preserved them, 
startled U.S. Navy cartologists. 

Part of a belt made of aluminum 
was found in an ancient grave in 
China. Aluminum must be ex¬ 
tracted from bauxite with tremen¬ 
dous technical difficulty. 

There are hundreds of such 
mysteries which can be interpreted 
as being traces of visitors from 
another planet. UFOs are being 
sighted more than ever. Perhaps 
we can't say the ancient astronauts 
have returned, but I hardly believe 
we can claim that we're the most 
advanced civilization in the 
universe. 

In November of 1961. 11 
distinguished scientists met at an 
observatory in Green Bank. West 
Virginia to develop a mathematical 
formula, now know as the Green 
Bank Formula, to estimate the 
odds of life existing elsewhere in 
the universe. According to the for¬ 
mula. there are at any pven mo¬ 
ment as many as 50 million dif¬ 
ferent civilizations trying to get in 
touch with us. or waiting, like we 
are on earth, for a sign from 
another planet. 

Biological advancement also 
means psychic advancement. If 
communication with other planets 
is made, it may be first transmit¬ 
ted and received telepathically. 
from their minds to ours. Are you 
listening? 


gonna giicha. 

A "hairy one" is mentioned in 
the Book of Isaiah in the Old 
Testament. 

Homer's Greek epics are lit¬ 
tered with monsters, many of 
which actually existed but which 
are not considered monsters any¬ 
more, creatures that include ele¬ 
phants, giraffes, tigers and apes. 

It wasn't until 1847 that the 
gorilla was scientifically classi¬ 
fied, Murad said. The chimpan¬ 
zee wasn't scientifically classified 
until 1916. 

Bigfoots might simply be 
bears, which are fairly common 
in Northern California and which 
are quite big and hairy. 

Bears trampling along at a 
certain rate have been known to 
leave footprints that combine 
front and rear feet, leaving a 
print that looks remarkably Big- 
foot-like. 

Murad speculates Bigfoot, 
which West Coast native Ameri¬ 
cans called Sasouatch, acnially 
may have been Russian traders 
foraging, adventuring and mar¬ 
auding. 

Draw your own conclusions. 

A problem for people like 
Murad is that scientists can prove 
something exists but cannot 
prove something does not exist. 

But to Murad, blood, hair, 
bone, ^ts and fecal matter do 
not a Bigfoot make. 

“Upon examination of things 
like that, you can't say what it is, 
but you can say what it isn't," 
he said. 

“In order to prove hair is hair 
from Bigfoot, you have to prove 
Bigfoot exists in the first place." 

Likewise, plaster casts of foot¬ 
prints, photographs, videotapes 
and eyewitness accounts are also 
suspicious evidence. 

People can be pretty clever 
these days, what with trick pho¬ 
tography and all. 

“I've seen 'Harry and the 
Hendersons,' too," Murad said. 

The hardest evidence to refute 
is eyewitness sightings. Murad 
groups them according to three 
possibilities; 

• Bigfoot is real, and the 
witness really saw it. 

• Bigfoot is not real, and the 
"witness" is a fraud. 

• Bigfoot is not real, and the 
witness is the victim of fraud. 

“Of the three explanations, 
two make the witness look bad," 
Murad said. “1 don't feel com¬ 
fortable calling people liars or 
poor observers, but given the 
alternative. I'm forced to.” 

And. he adds, while testimoni¬ 
als are accepted in courts of law, 
they're not accepted in science. 

He's not closed his mind, 
mind you. Wildlife biologists are 
discovering lots of new species 
and life forms around the globe, 
but they usually amount to a new 
fungus, or a different kind of 
damsel fly — not new major 
mammals, especially apes. 


USA TODAY, Arlington, VA - Dec. 4, 1991 


Shocking truth! They made it up! 



THE TBUTH OUTS: Sun' stories are 
essentially fiction.' its lawyer says. 


By James Cox 
USA TODAY 

So Elvis never rode a UFO? 

Apparently not Lawyers for the 
Sun (“36 Pound Mom Has 24 Pound 
Baby”) say the supermarket tabloid 
makes up most of its stories. 

The shocking admission came in an 
Arkansas courtroom where the tab¬ 
loid is being sued for libel by a 90- 
year-old woman the Sun identifled as 
being pregnant. “Most reasonable 
people recognize that the stories are 
essentially Oction,'' Sun lawyer Phil¬ 
lip Anderson told the court 

What about the other tabs? 

“There's no way we'd make up sto¬ 


ries" at The Globe and The National 
Examiner, says Phil Bunton, editorial 
director of Globe Communications 
Inc., which also publishes the Sun. 

ITic Globe ('Tony Curtis’ Sexy Gal 
is a Guy!’’) and The National Examin¬ 
er (“Wanna get pregnant? Swim with 
a dolphin”) are “definitely factual" 
Bunton says. 

The Natumal Enqmrer (“LBJ killed 
Kennedyl”) says it is mistakenly 
lumped with tabloids such as the Sun. 
“Time after time, we’re proven accu¬ 
rate,” says Iain Calder, editor in chief. 
“Five years later, (celebrities) come 
out and say, ‘I did do dru^, and I did 
beat my wife.’ We tell people when it's 
actually happening” 


Same goes for Star magazine 
(“MacGyver Hunk Desperately Seek¬ 
ing Woman To Have His Baby”), says 
Editor Dick Kaplan. 

“Look at a year's Stars and And one 
thing on UFOs, one thing on alien 
midgets giving birth, one thing on 8- 
year-old brides," says Kaplan. “You 
can’t do it” 

Kaplan and Calder aren’t so quick 
to defend Weekly World News, also 
published by Enquirer/Star Inc. 

Neither is Editor Eddie Qontz. 
Does Weekly World News (“Colum¬ 
bus Was Gay; Sneering sailors called 
the limp-wristed explorer ‘Chrissy’ ”) 
make up stories? 

“No comment” he says. 
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j Family 

^ ByGREGSEUBERT 

Of the News-Heiuld 
X TOWNOFFRANKFORT—Klaus 

and Rita Massman walked behind 
ai ihcir home here earlier this week 
and pointed lp an area of packed- 

1 down brush. 

'‘J “Nothing was really on the 
ground but everything was flat," 
~ Klaus said in his thick German 
^ accent 

~ The Mas.smans were looking at an 
^ area on their property where they 
-- believe Bigfool has been and 
. rtcentJy stood, 
ac Yes. BigfooL 

^ You know, Bigfoot. the huge. 

hairy, ape-like creature that dozens 
' of people have claimed to see over 
the years, particulariy in the Pacific 
^ Northwest 

*> However, there’s no solid scien- 
^ *tific proof that such a creature ex- 

3; ISIS. 

But don’t tell that to the 
jz Ma.ssmans. 

^ According ID Rita, family 
eg members have seen the creature no 
Z less than four times since July 11. 

* The Massmans report seeing the 
Q creature roaming their 80 acrc.s of 
^ wooded and swamp property along 
oc the Big Eau PIcine River, about 

2 three miles soulhea.st of Chemker 
I County Park. 

^ Rita said her family’s encounters 
W with what they are convinced is 
^ Bi^oot dale back to July 9 or 10. 

On that ^y. she said, her 10- 
year-old son. Raimund, asked her to 
come outside and sec a “monkey’s 
footprint.” 

Rita said she was skeptical. 

“I said. ’I'm not going to go 
outside and look at a monkey’s 
fooeprinL Now where are monkeys 
foing to come from in the middle of 
Wisconsin?’ ” she said. 

“Then, it started on July II, with 
the first sighting.” she added. “My 
son took his bike and parked it right 
there where the swings art. I wasn't 
home and my other kids weren’t 
home, only my son and my hus¬ 
band. 

“My .son got scared.” Rita added. 
“He let the bike go and he ran 
toward the shed way back there, and 
ihcft was that thing .standing, as tall 
as our .shed.” 

The creature had ”a big ape-like 
face.” Raimund had told his parents 
that day. 

“Like any curious kid, he decided 
to follow it.” Rita said. “This thing 
ran off, and then he (Raimund) saw 
this piece of gray fur on the 
ground.” 

Rita said she came home from 
work and Raimund told her what 
had happened. 

“I said, ‘This is some joke, you 
know. This kid’s thinking up some 
good fantasy,' ” she added. 

The creature returned the follow¬ 
ing day, she said. 

Rita said she was resting down 
before work. 

“All of a sudden, all of the dogs 
were barking.” she said. “My son 
ran out with my daughter he 
saw this thing slick its head out and 
he saw the whole face. It was a 



“My son got scared. 

He let the bike go and he 
ran toward the shed way 
back there, and there was 
that thing standing, as 
tall as our shed.” 

— Rita Massman 


both went into the woods to hunt 
this thing down and they couldn’t 
find it,” Rita said. 

After that irKidcnl. she said, she 
called the Marathon County 
Sheriff’s Department The 
Department in turn, notified the 
state Department of Natural 
Resources. 

“I gave them the sample of fur 
and asked them to find out what it 

is. ” Rita said. "They said it could 
be a dog, but none of my dogs arc 
really gray, so that’s left open.” 

Rita said the third sighting occur¬ 
red on July 14. 

“I came home from night shift and 
I went to the shed with the kids 
because I know this thing was out 
there and my daughter said she saw 

it, ” she said. 

She said 12-ycar-old Monika saw 
the creature. 

The Massman’s fourth sighting 
took place on July IS. Rita said. Her 
son had burned his finger on a 
wafflemakcr and was soaking his 
fin^r in cold water in his 
bedroom. 

"He looked out the window and 
the thing ran right past the win¬ 
dow,” she said. 

“The thing kept me basy all day,” 
.she added. “Evcrylimc the dogs 
barked. I ran out looking for it” 

The creature i.s sometimes seen in 
the afternoon and sometimes at 
nigiiu according to Uic Massmans. 

”Wc don’t know what it is,” Rita 
said. “If it were a human being 
walking, wc could catch that person 
and say to get off of our property. 
This thing wc can't catch, no matter 
where wc go. 

“It’s ouLsmaning us.” she added. 
“And it’s strange. If it were a hear, 
it would have taken my goals and 
my beehive and it would have 
dcsuioycd my chicken fence, hut 
there’s no destruction.” 

She added that the family has lived 
at the same location for eight 
years. 

Klaas said he carries a machete on 
his bell. 

“If it attacks me. at least 1 have 
something to fight hack,” he said. 

The Ma.ssmans .said they’d like to 
have another possible explanation, 
but they have none. 

“Someone might be harassing us, 
hut would would dress up in a 
monkey outfit and on stilts?” Rita 
asked. 


Bigfoot as a neighbor? 

Klau.s and Rila Mas.sman, rural Colby, walk through a 
pathway near their home that they feel was made by Bigfool. 
The Mas.smans and their children report seeing the creature 
near their home at least four times since July II. On July 21, 
Rita Massman reported the sightings to the Marathon County 
Sheriff’s Department. (News-Herald Photo) 


“The dogs wouldn’t he afraid of 
it,” Klaus added. 

Rita said she didn’t think the in- 
iriMkr is a bear, and Klaus agreed. 

"We’ve beard hears in the woods 
before, growling and making noises, 
but this doesn't make any noise.” 
he said. “It's quiet Thai's what 
makes it unpredictable and in one 
way funny, because wc can’t ex¬ 
plain it” 

Rila admitted that their neighbors 
have trouble taking them seriously. 

“They think wc’rc cra/y. but do 
you think I’m going to joke about 
this?” she asked. 

“I’m from Chicago.” Rila said. 
”I want a peaceful hTc. 1 don’t want 
no.sy neighbors. I want to do what I 
want to do. This is my paradise, but 
something’s invading it right 
now.” 

She added that the appearance of 
Bigfoot in the area might have 
something to do with a reported 


unidentified flying object .seen in 
the area about a month ago. 

Robert Kncian. 17. said he was 
cultivating com on his parenls’ farm 
in rural Colhy at about 2:30 a m. or 
3 a m. and noticed a large object 
above him in the sky. about a 
qtiancr of a mile away. 

“It was kind of like a helicopter, 
but it had headlights.” Kocian 
said. 

“I don't know if it had anything to 
do with (the Massman’s reports of 
seeing Bigf(X)t).” he added. “It was 
kind of weird.” 

Rila said she had heard about the 
incident at about the tunc when she 
and her family firM began seeing 
Bigfool. 

“Me was on the tractor and he saw 
this thing with lights hovering over 
the bam." she said. 

"He shut olT the engine of the 
tractor and there was no sound from 
that aircraft, no motor,” she added. 
“He watched it closely and then it 
«(ximcd ofT.” 


says Big Foot lives 


I Cable-TVhost 
thinks aliens 
I built Sphinx 

u 

— By Steve Ryfle 

^ Glendafe News-Press 

. Recent scientific findings have 
” cast doubt on a long-held theory 
that the pyramids and the Sphinx of 
J ancient Egypt were built by the 
u pharoahs. and added fuel to a 
® Glendale man’s belief that the 
f amazing structures were built with 
< the aid of aliens. 

^ “There are many UFOIogists 
* claiming the Sphinx and the three 
great pyramids were built by alien 
^ beings and are far older than be- 
"c lieved, and this information sup- 
^ ports that." said Dr. Franklin 
O Ruehl Jr., a nuclear physicist. 

^ lecturer, author and host of the 
w public-access cable TV show. 
^ "Mysteries from Beyond the Other 
“ Dominion.” 

I Reputed Boston University 
^ geologist Dr. Robert Schoch an¬ 
ts} nounced last week his research had 
* led him to believe the pyramids and 
Sphinx are 9.00(1 or more years old, 
roughly twice the age scientists had 
previously judged them to be, 
Many archaeologists believed 
they were built roughly 4,5(X) years 
ago bv the great pharaohs as their 
own Burial monuments, but now 
must entertain the possibility they 
were erected for entirely different 
reasons, including the possibility 
that the three pyramids were used 
as a base station for spaceships, 
Ruehl said. 

“This shows there had to be a 
more advanced society that helped 
the Egyptians build the great pyra¬ 
mids. or perhaps the aliens them¬ 
selves did it. ' he said. 

Ruchl’s cable TV show began in 
1984, and he said he discussed the 
possibility of alien involvement in 
building the Egyptian monuments 
in an August 1984 epistxle. 

Now. armed with new evidence, 
he plans to revisit the subject in his 
seventh anniversary show, to be 
taped this weekend and aired 
sometime in November 
The Sphinx is thought to bear the 
face of the pharoah Khafre. Many 
scientists believe Khafre built the 
giant cat-like creature, along with 
the second of the three pyramids, 
around 25(K> B.C. 

Ruehl cautioned that the new in¬ 
formation does not constitute prool 
that extraterrestrials had a hand in 
the mysteries of ancient Egypt, 
“But I think it strengthens that 
argument. since othei 
archaeologists admit they have no 
explanation.” he said. 


different color now, brown. He got 
so scared, they both ran in the house 
and told me and I got up-set" 

Klaus returned home a short lime 
later. 

“He got our neighbor, and they 
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Some True Local Night 


B> DONAI.DWORLEV 

This article is to those who 
mistakenly think ghostly phenomena 
are all tales of fiction 

For some years I was a field 
reporter for the Psychical Research 
Foundation of Durham. North 
Carolina I speak from both case and 
personal experience and assure you 
that this transitory, etheric 
phenomena is all loo real. On the 
shocking night 1 beheld the gliding ap¬ 
parition of a girl ITI call Sylvia Scott, 
the stunning truth was undeniable. 
Let me briefly mention a few of the 
better cases and then I'll return to the 
eerie spectre in the creek valley I 
cannot reveal names or exact loca¬ 
tions. .All facts are from the original 
witnesses 

The P'rightening l.ad\ In Red: It 
was late and she should not have been 
walking alone on this isolated county 
n^ad in southern Wayne County. 
Aruone would stop to see if there was 
problem But her face was not there' 
It was ju.st a flat plain Then what 
would vc,u do*’ 


Aitratlive Rosalee: At first she 
could see through him Then her more 
solid admirer began to appear across 
the front room in the evening after 
her husband had gone to work and the 
children svere in bed. She managed to 
control her rising fear until the even¬ 
ing he instantly appeared beside her 
as she sat reading His cold touch on 
her neck was too much 

Haunted .\nn Adams: She moved to 
7 homes in 15 years trying to escape 
the poltergiest manifestations around 
her. Once she got doctor-ordered 
shock treatments to try to remove her 
certainty that her daughter-in-law 
would be killed in a car wreck It hap¬ 
pened as she had forseen. On my last 
trip to help her she peered out of the 
window' of her spooky rural Preble 
County home with her strange eyes, 
and I really would have rather gone 
back home 

Crv Woman Bridge: This situation 
involved a bridge not far north of 
here .A crash at a crossroads and a 
dying woman lifting her head for a 
l;i>f frantii' look lor her bab\ was the 


1991 CR: D. Worley 

Hauntings 

catalyst of all this. Later we have a 
volleyball-sized ghost light, a moan¬ 
ing robed ghost, and a number of 
drownings in a small area One was 
quite mysterious. 

Mrs. Hale's Ghost Light: This 
bnilianl eerie orb could zip at blin¬ 
ding speed and slop on a dime. It in¬ 
habited a region not far southwest of 
this city for a number of years. There 
were some 22 persons who saw or had 
encounters w ilh it. and ofie wonders if 
it might not just have been lonely. The 
fire> sphere followed one couple 22 
miles one lime and R another It had a 
special attachment for Mrs. Hale. 
Was it because she regularly drove 
alone into the area late at night'^ For 
several years it often paced her from 
as close as .50 yards away. 

One night as she started to turn otf 
U.S 52 she foolishly blinked her lights 
at it. The spook light zipped closer, 
then sped ahead of her down the road. 
Mrs. Hale was seized with chills when 
she saw her irridescent friend waiting 
for her over her driveway As she 
sought the neighbors help, her dog 


came running up and bounded into the 
back seat where it cowered 

The Para-apes: Yes. I know you are 
never going to believe this. Only those 
who have smelled the foul odor, heard 
the bellowing, a baby cry or scream, 
or have seen the great footprints, or 
glimpsed the 2{K)-500 pound. 6-12 foot 
tall, usually red glowing eyed ape-like 
creature will believe. In 1976 Dr. 
Hynek. former Air Force consultant. 
Invited me to present a research 
paper on this type phenomena at the 
CUFOS International Conference. 
These creatures, a bioetheric crea¬ 
tion of the intelligence behind UFOs, 
are global in scope. There are 25 
known cases in Indiana. Like ghosts, 
the para-apes are not known to 
seriously harm anyone. 

Sylvia Scott: Now back to the girl 
who glowed A total of 7 persons had 
seen the apparition before my nephew 
and I made our attempt. It takes guts 
to ghost-watch in the silent darkness, 
even .sitting in an auto. Sylvia toyed 
with us It was my nephew who first 
fell her brief gentle touch in his right 
outside ear canal Of course I thought 
he was imagining things. A little later 
the .same thing happened to me. We 
were disturbed and puzzled but we 
didn't leave. This unforgettable touch 
awakens one to how things are in the 
spirit realm. There she was inside the 
car in unseeable disembfidied forrr 
and thankfully, we couldn't see her 
Think how it could have been had she 
not stayed in this state A glowing 
spectre suddenly app^.'ars next to you 
in a car If not fatal it would scare the 


very bejabbers out of you Later, 
w’hen she appeared on the iron bridge 
then began to move in our direction. I 
thought she would glide right by us 
like she did one other couple Your 
pulse shoots up and you go into a 
frozen awe state She passed 
diagonally in front of us and there was 
that plaid skirt and white blouse that 
other witnesses had reported In my 
later investigation, without knowing 
what had been seen, an uncle and se¬ 
cond suitor, remembered that Sylvia 
often wore this apparel. 

I don't think the apparition or the 
ghost light, which I believe were one 
and the same, are in the area 
anymore. Perhaps Sylvia realized her 
earth bound error and moved upward 
toward the eternal light If alt I have 
written here troubles the mindset of 
those who would rather not face reali¬ 
ty. maybe you will stir from your 
slumber. In any event if I were you 
unbelievers out there I would keep 
whistling in the dark 

EDITOR'S .NOTE: Donald Worley, 
1051 Beech Street, is well-known for 
his interest in and investigations of 
reported sightings of LTD's in this 
area. He is the author of numerous ar¬ 
ticles and books on the .':uhject and 
has been interviewed many times by 
TV stations and newspapers 
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